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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Henry Neufeld,
in song by Andre Pekovich, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we
will hear from Dr. John Klassen whose sermon is entitled “Reasons to Laugh”, based on the passage from
Genesis 18:1-15.  We hope to acknowledge our graduates during this service as well - those who participate fully
in our education system and achieve the honour include Erin Teichroeb and Lisa-Dawn Kilthau.  Although

parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children

don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided child

care if you feel you child is ready for entertainment or instruction from one of our many angels who are called to

care.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   Mark McConnell (doctoral theology student and former Associate Pastor at West Point Grey
Baptist Church) spoke on "The Risk of Faith". He began with an interesting clip from the movie The Legend of

1900, in which '1900' was a man who was born and raised on an ocean liner, never once setting foot on land.
After decades of this safe nomadic life, he finally decided to attempt living away from the boat, but when the
time came, was unable to leave the only existence and comforts he had known all his life. This interesting story
somewhat parallels that of Genesis 12.1-9 in which Abram felt he should attempt living away from the comforts
he had known so many decades in Haran. Unlike '1900', Abram finally (on his second attempt) moved into
Canaan. The first time Abram 'was called by God' to move to Canaan, he went only as far as Haran, thereby
disobeying God's call. Nevertheless, God's call is consistent and came again, in spite of Abram's past being
compromised by disobedience. Mark suggested that for God, our past does not our having potential in God's eyes.
Mark also reminded us that people in Abram's society would have considered Abram and Sara to be under God's
curse (shown by infertility) and therefore assumed that God would never work through them as a couple. But
God saw this couple in a very different way. Abram and Sara's final response to the call to move was described
by the writer of Hebrews as an act of faith. In that regard, John Calvin once wrote, "I command thee to go
forward with closed eyes." To what are we being called? To new work, new directions, new attitudes? [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
June 22 Veronica Dyck -
June 29 Rosie Perera Spirituality and Aging
July 6 Brian Burtchett Parables I - Compassion
July 13 Don Teichroeb Parables II - Generosity

Summer Coffee Signup    Please see the bulletin board at the back of the church for the sign-up sheet for the
summer coffee time after our service.  Many thanks to all who participated in the food groups throughout the
year, and we hope you will continue this valuable ministry through the summer. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Wider Church

MBMSI  As you pray today for Kevin & Karlene Klassen, MBMS International workers in Thailand and
members of Operation 2nd Wave, pray that they would continue to walk in the truth “It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me." Pray that new believers would continue to grow in their dependence on Jesus.

MCC   June 21 noon: MCC's annual Fundraising Luncheon is scheduled for June 21st at noon at the Garden Park
Tower in Abbotsford. Come hear MCC's Material Resource Director Dave Hiebert share about his recent trip to
Ukraine. For ticket information visit mcc.org/bc/festivals or call our office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. 

Also on June 21 is World Refugee Day. Join MCC BC as we explore refugee experiences in Canada and our
responses to them. Special sessions planned for youth. For more on MCC's work with refugees, visit
www.mcc.org/bc and click on "helping refugees in the name of Christ." For information on the workshops visit
http://www.mcc.org/bc/refugees/workshops.html or call Jennifer Mpungu at MCC BC: (604) 850 6639, toll free
from the Lower Mainland (604) 857 0011 or email refugee@mccbc.com 

MC Canada Annual Assembly    Still seeking registrations for the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly (July
7-8) and the People's Summit for Faithful Living (July 8-10). Delegates are needed - please see Don if you are
planning to go.  Assembly Report Books, which include ministry activity updates, discernment materials, and
financial information are now available on line at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/summit08/.  

The Regent College Free Lectures series continues next Wednesday, June 25 with John H Walton (OT Professor
- Wheaton) delivering his lecture Reading Genesis One with the Ancient Eye.  All lectures will be held in the
chapel at Regent College and begins at 8:00 pm.  Come early for a good seat.

Cdn MB Conference    Don’t miss Gathering 2008! July 10-12, 2008 at the Four Points by Sheraton Montreal
Airport, Montreal QC.  Cost: $350 per person for late registration (includes breakfast and morning breaks on
Friday and Saturday and lunch on Friday). Keynote Speakers: Bruxy Cavey is the teaching pastor of The Meeting
House family of churches in the Greater Toronto Area.  Eric Wingender currently serves as president of ETEM
(École de théologie évangélique de Montréal), which is accredited with the divinity department of the University
of Montreal and supported by the Canadian Conference of MB Churches. Patrice currently serves as the
Evangelism and Church Planting director for the Quebec MB Conference. You will also participate in
“Experience Montreal”, which will provide attendees with the opportunity to live God’s call together through a
variety of tours of Montreal. See the Canadian conference website at www.mbconf.ca/ and follow the links to
Gathering 2008. All delegates will receive a two-page summary of the financial reports including Canadian
Conference Financial Reports, Pension Fund Financial Reports, Stewardship Ministries Financial Reports and
Christian Press Financial Reports.  Accommodations: $99 plus taxes per night (based on double or single
occupancy).  Register by mail to Gathering 2008, 1310 Taylor Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3M 3Z6, fax:
1-204-654-1865, online or by phone at 1-888-669-6575
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Good News Gospel choir    Marcus Mosely and Gail Suderman present Glad About It!   A summer gospel music
Celebration with special guest Lindsay Mitchell, one of Canada’s finest Blues guitarists joining others on the
Hammond B-3, bass, drums sax and Gail on the piano, with a hundred-strong gospel choir full of soloists.  Friday
June20 and Saturday June 21 at 7:30 pm at Christ Church Cathedral, Georgia and Burrard $25, - $18 S/S - for
tickets e-mail tickets@goodnoisevgc.com or call 604-985-3815.

Regent College History Conference July 25-26   Treat yourself to a weekend of teaching, thinking and praying
with some of the most fascinating speakers of our times at the 2008 Regent College History Conference on July
25–26.  Featuring Roger Lundin (Wheaton College) on Divining Lives: History, Biography, and the Conflict of

Interpretations, Mark Noll (Notre Dame) on Putting Hymnody to Use for the History of Evangelicalism,  David
Jones (Aberystwyth University), ‘So Much Idolized by Some, and Railed at by Others’: George Whitefield and

Evangelical History, Goerge Marsden (Notre Dame) on  Theologically Conservative Christianity and Moral

Progress: The Problem of Correlation, Bruce Hindmarsh (Regent College) on Wesley Agonistes and the

Calvinist Sublime: The Spiritual Ideals of the Early Evangelicals,  Brendan Pietsch (PhD cand., Duke
University), Dispensational Modernism and the Scofield Reference Bible, Kate Bowler (PhD cand., Duke
University) on  Blessed Assurance: Faith and the American Prosperity Movement, and David Hempton (Harvard
Divinity School) speaking on The Religion of the Heart and the Rise of Global Christianity .  All talks moderated
by Donald M. Lewis (Regent College) and Bruce Hindmarsh. Cost $50 includes lunch on Saturday.  Tickets from
the Regent bookstore or register online at www.regent-college.edu.  

Genesis 18:1-15

Dear Pastor:

Greetings from CMU. Most of you are familiar with the journal Vision: A Journal for Church and Theology,
which is jointly published by Canadian Mennonite University and Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary.
The Spring 2009 issue which I am editing will focus on Preach-ing. In addition to articles exploring
theological and practical aspects of preaching I plan to in-clude at least two sermons that model effective
preaching. 

I am inviting you to submit one of the best sermons that you have preached in the last year or two. From the
submissions I will choose at least two for publication. If your sermon is not in pol-ished form or is even in
point form, that is fine. I am looking for thoughtful ideas, serious en-gagement with the biblical text, etc., and
if your sermon is chosen you will have an opportunity to clean it up yourself before we do the final editing.
Please send your submission electronically to depptiessen@cmu.ca by July 1.
 
I also welcome any suggestions and feedback (especially about possible topics for issues) that you may have
for us as we seek to make Vision a journal which serves both God and the church. I look forward to hearing
from you. 

In Christ, 

Dan Epp-Tiessen 
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1The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed
down to the ground. 3He said, ‘My lord, if I find
favour with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let
a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after
that you may pass on—since you have come to
your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’
6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and
said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of
choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ 7Abraham
ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare
it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he

stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9 They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’
And he said, ‘There, in the tent.’ 10Then one said,
‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your
wife Sarah shall have a son.’ And Sarah was
listening at the tent entrance behind him. 11Now
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it
had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of
women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old,
shall I have pleasure?’ 13The Lord said to
Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” 14Is
anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set
time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah
shall have a son.’ 15But Sarah denied, saying, ‘I did
not laugh’; for she was afraid. He said, ‘Oh yes,
you did laugh.’       [NRSV]

Romans 5:1-8

1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope
of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that,
but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope,
5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s
love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will

anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
9Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the
death of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more
than that, we even boast in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.    [NRSV]


