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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today is led by Veronica Dyck, led in song by
Andre Pekovich, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.   Later we will be
hearing from Michael Thomas, whose message is entitled Hope in Times of Blindness based on the lectionary
texts for today.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.  Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each
month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On June 10th, Henry Neufeld spoke on "Loneliness".  Some suggest that our society's greatest
problem is loneliness.  Social networking, such as facebook, can help people connect with each other in remote
ways, but in fact many of those "relationships" are artificial, superficial, and can even lead to making one more
lonely.  Being 'connected' through that type of technology is not the same as creating a deep bond with someone
face to face.  Sixty years ago, 1/10th of our households consisted of one person; now this has risen to 1/3rd.  Even
monastic solitude involved regular meetings with other monks.  Loneliness can be particularly acute for elderly
individuals, as friends pass away and families move to find work or become busy.  When teenagers say they are
bored, it is at times a sign that they are lonely.  Solitude is often voluntary, but loneliness is often forced on us. 
Mother Theresa's diaries reveal that even though she was surrounded by people, she was intensely lonely,
sometimes even wondering whether God was with her.  Jesus at times took friends with him instead of being
alone (Mount of Transfiguration, Garden of Gethsemane).  The early church realized that believers needed to
cooperate and be friends if the house groups were to survive.  Hutterites, one of the few Christian groups to
practice living cooperatively, often treasure being surrounded by close friends.  Henry suggested that our MCC
Thrift Stores consider creating coffee corners for the customers, some of whom enter the store because they are
lonely.  Could local pastors give half a day a week to sitting and listening in those places?  That is the model used
by the Food Bank at Sherbrook Mennonite Church.  If our churches created a strategy for addressing loneliness,
what would it look like? [JEK] 

PGIMF News
June 24 Joint Worship Service in Trimble Park   - 
July 1 Connie Siedler Spiritual Seasons - Spring
July 8 Ruth Enns Dies Irae - the medieval chant
July 15 ****Worship service cancelled in favour of MC Canada’s Assembly Worship Service****

The Wider Church
MCC BC Annual Gathering (AGM) at South Langley Church (20098 – 22nd Avenue) Join MCC on June 23rd
for a day of inspiring music and worship, interactive workshops, storytelling from around the world, reports,
elections and more. We welcome Ron and Martha Ratzlaff, MCC representatives in Kenya. For details and to
register – visit bc.mcc.org/gathering or email Lisa at (available from webmaster)

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Last bulletin until the Annual Assembly!

As the Congregational Coordinator will be travelling in Europe beginning next week, there will be no bulletins

on the following Sundays until July 29 .  You are encouraged to bring your own Bibles for reference. th

Worship Leaders are asked to make arrangements with upcoming speakers to ensure they have sufficient

supporting material to hand to enable the service to go ahead as usual.    

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


MB Mission  D & S are part of the South Asia Team.  Pray for them as they continue language study and
connecting with different church planters.  Pray that they will walk faithfully in obedience to God’s leading,
knowing which doors of opportunities to explore for ministry.

Regent College Free Public Lectures  The summer free lecture series continues with Marilyn McEntyre
(professor of medical humanities at UC Berkeley) speaking on Poetry, Protest and Prayer.  Reflecting on how
and why poetry can serve as a peculiarly fitting instrument of protest, it explores several protest poems and public
prayers and consider how, even in solitude, we may participate in speaking out and for those entrusted to our care. 
 Monday June 25  at 8:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  th

L   Then on Wednesday June 27 , Don Lewis (Professor of Church History - Regent) speaks at another freeth

Regent lecture about his new book The Origins of Christian Zionism: Evangelical Support for a Jewish Homeland
looking at the 19  C rise of Christian Zionism  in the Victorian era and its evangelical support today.  Freeth

lectures fill quickly, so arrive early for a good seat.  For more information, contact Doug Hills at 604-221-3373. 

MCC  June 20th – 11 am – 4 pm: World Refugee Day events at the Vancouver Public Library (350 W. Georgia)
Join MCC BC as we consider this year’s theme: What one step will you take on behalf of refugees? Visit
bc.mcc.org/whatwedo/world-refugee-day for worship resources, reflections and ideas.

The MC Canada Assembly 2012 is creating a mass choir to sing two songs for the worship service on the
evening of Saturday July 14  -  “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” and “Sanctus” from Mass for the Nations byth

B.C. composer Rupert Lang.  The call for choristers is extended to all BC congregants. Heidi Epp (Peace
Mennonite Church) conducts the choir, and music will be available for all, but you MUST let Peace know at  
(Availab le from webmaster) by Monday June 18 .  All three rehearsals will be at Peace Mennonite Churchth

(11571 Daniels Road, Richmond). 

Album Release Concert   Paul Thiessen invites you to an album release concert featuring Zoe and Wyndham
June 17  at the Electric Owl, 928 Main Street (th www.electricowl.ca). Doors open at 6, show starts at 7:30. Tickets
$15 at the door, $13 at www.northerntickets.com . See the Facebook link for more information at
https://www.facebook.com/#!/events/350506154971517/  

You are invited to participate in a National Day of Action for Refugee Health Care: Join health care providers
across Canada in a National Day of Action for Refugee Health Care on Monday, June 18 as they challenged
proposed cuts to healthcare for new refugees to Canada. For details and locations, visit

www.doctorsforrefugeecare.ca/  
 

Mark 4:26-34

He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone26

would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep27

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of28

itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes29

in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the30

kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it?

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the31

ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet32

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them,33

as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them34

except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.     [NRSV]

mailto:lwolgram@mccbc.com
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2Corinthians 5:6-17

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is1

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this2

tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our
heavenly dwelling— if indeed, when we have taken3

it off we will not be found naked. For while we are4

still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because
we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed,
so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,5

who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are6

always confident; even though we know that while
we are at home in the body we are away from the
Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we7 8

do have confidence, and we would rather be away
from the body and at home with the Lord. So9

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim
to please him. For all of us must appear before the10

judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body,
whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of11

the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves

are well known to God, and I hope that we are also
well known to your consciences.

We are not commending ourselves to you again, but12

giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that
you may be able to answer those who boast in
outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we13

are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our
right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ urges14

us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so15

that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a16

human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is17

a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!     [NRSV]

1Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to34

his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see35

Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel
grieved over Saul. And the Lord was sorry that he had
made Saul king over Israel.

16The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel2

said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite3

Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you
shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord4

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have5

come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,6

“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his7

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called8

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then9

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of10

his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”

Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And11

he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he12

was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil,13

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.    [NRSV]


