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June 26 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Andre Pekovich; we
will be led in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, accompanied at the piano by Rosemary Bell, and Erna Friesen is
your usher.    Later, we will hear from John Neufeld who will be speaking on John 10:1-20 in a message
entitled He is out of his mind!  Why listen to him?   Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after
the service.  Parents with small children, please note child-minding is available on the second and last Sundays
of each month.  Please contact any church board member for more
information.

Last Sunday    We held our annual service in the park at Trimble Park with
the other five churches in West Point Grey.  The speaker was Scott Gould of
St. Helen’s Anglican Church, who invited us to study and worship with a
famous icon, that of Rublev’s Trinity from early in the 15  century.  A detailed look at the art within this icon,th

combined with a bit of history on its use in worship and prayer in churches around the world gave the small
crowd in St. Helen’s Church a little taste of the ecumenism that awaits us in God’s house.   [AP]

Two Sundays ago, in her second message from the book of James (Jm 1:19-27, Miriam Kammell noted that
this letter was written by the brother of Jesus. James emphasizes that how we behave reflects how we feel
about God. James was the one who welcomed Paul into the Christian family and he mediated the council
sessions described in Acts 15. James had a towering reputation in the early church. Being quick to listen, slow
to speak and even slower to anger requires humility and sometimes it means letting go of our right to be heard.
It is in doing the "word" that the blessings are pronounced. Miriam said moral purity and concern for the poor
go hand in hand; in doing the "word" we receive the blessings as we are forged into God. Encouraging us to be
compassionate and merciful, she called for a return to the prophetic function of the church. What are our
prophetic issues and where are our prophets? (HN) 

Blog of the week    Julian Collette, a theology student from Minnesota and travelling North American by
bicycle visiting various Christian communities, was in Vancouver recently and interviewed Craig Greenfield.
The interview sheds light on the work and insights of living in the DTES.  See this on his blog at
http://tinyurl.com/67vqmw5. 

PGIMF News
July 3 Laura Eriksson Women of the Bible I - Naomi
July 10 Evan Kreider Baptismal service
July 17 TBA Women of the Bible - 
July 24 Rosie Perera Women of the Bible - Rahab

Refugee support    The family from Al Hol refugee camp should arrive in a couple of weeks, though strife in
Syria is worrying. Furniture and household items have already been donated.  If you would still like to help,
please contact Chris Skinner. Help with settling in, driving to appointments and such is gratefully received.
 
MB Herald   Anyone with membership in the BC Conference of MB Churches who wishes a subscription to
the Mennonite Brethren Herald please contact Andre to ensure you can get on the list to this excellent
publication.  The conference covers the cost for MB members. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Please check your mailboxes -
they’re getting full!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.postcardsfromstmaurice.blogspot.com/
http://tinyurl.com/67vqmw5


The Wider Church
MB Mission   Prayer request concerns a restricted-access country

MCC-BC Relief Sale Survival Tips. Want to know how to avoid long line ups at the Vereniki Booth? When
to get the best deals at the Garage Sale? Need a definition for Portzelky? Then you need to see the MCC Sale
Survival Tips video. This informative movie will enrich your experience at the Abbotsford MCC Festival at the
Tradex on September 9 and 10, 2011. See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLxYH8tO2mw  or search MCC
Sale Survival Tips on youtube.com! 
 
Regent College   The Regent College free summer lecture series continues Monday June 27  with Alisterth

McGrath speaking on Why God Won't Go Away: Reflections on the "New Atheism" in the chapel at Regent
college at  8:00pm.  Come early for a good seat! 

Canadian Mennonite    Because of the mail strike by Canada Post, Canadian Mennonite subscribers are urged
to go to the website at www.canadianmennonite.org to read the June 13 and 27 editions.  In addition to the
selected articles on the home page, the full versions will be available in pdf file form by clicking the link on the
right side of the home page.  The printed version will hopefully get moving through the mail again when
delivery is resumed, but meanwhile readers can see it online.  - Dick Benner, editor and publisher  

New website!   Mennonite Church BC has a new website with more information and news - see it at
http://mcbc.ca/ 

New video!   BC Conference of MB Churches is taking a break for the summer, but invites you to watch the
new videos to let everyone know what the conference is doing.  Just go to www.bcmb.org and link to them
with your social media.  

News ‘ n ‘ Notes    The MCBC house newsletter is looking for submissions for the August newsletter.  Would
someone please write about the joint project of the West Point Grey churches to gring the Syrian refugees from
the Al Hol camp to Canada, and our part in it?  

- Andre

Vesico-Vaginal Fistula Project at Kijabe Hospital, Kenya

Subject: Update on Naivasha Maternity Unit

Dear Mrs. Hildebrand,
Thank you so much for your recent gift towards the Naivasha Maternity Unit.  Having corresponded with Kijabe
Hospital, it sounds like your gift will indeed be a great help towards covering some of the outstanding costs of completing
that building.  We will pass it on to Kijabe with a memo designating it towards that need.  Thank you very much!

I also heard just at the end of the day yesterday that a date has been set for the official opening of the unit.  Unfortunately,
it is very soon, and I doubt that you will realistically be able to make arrangements in time to get over there for it.  It has
been scheduled for Saturday, June 25, just 10 days from now!  That was the later of two possible dates that the Minister
of Public Health (the “Chief Guest”) was available.  Planning certainly happens a little differently in Africa than it does
here, doesn’t it?  Sorry that I was not able to give you more notice on the date.  We have been promised photographs of
the day, so I will certainly pass those along to you. 

Thank you again for your support of and interest in this clinic. 
Julia Trotter
Relief & Development Director, Africa Inland Mission International (Canada)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLxYH8tO2mw
http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
http://www.canadianmennonite.org
http://mcbc.ca/
http://www.bcmb.org


John 10:1-20

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter1

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters2

by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The3

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. When he has brought out all4

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They5

will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with6

them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them.

 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell7

you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came8

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep
did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever9

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to10

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.

 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd11

lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand,12

who is not the shepherd and does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because13

a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the14

good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the15

Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I16

have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

For this reason the Father loves me, because I17

lay down my life in order to take it up again. No18

one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this
command from my Father.’

 Again the Jews were divided because of these19

words. Many of them were saying, ‘He has a20

demon and is out of his mind. Why listen to him?’
Others were saying, ‘These are not the words of21

one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes
of the blind?’     [NRSV]

 Psalm 13

Leader: How long, O Lord?1

All: Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?

Leader: How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long?2

All: How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?

Leader: Consider and answer me, O Lord my God!3

All: Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death,
and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 4

Leader: my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.
All: But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.5

Leader: I will sing to the Lord,6

All: because he has dealt bountifully with me. 



Romans 6:12-23

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in12

your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. No longer present your members to sin13

as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life, and present your members to
God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will14

have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace. What then? Should15

we sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! Do you not know that if16

you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of
obedience, which leads to righteousness? But17

thanks be to God that you, having once been
slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart

to the form of teaching to which you were
entrusted, and that you, having been set free18

from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I19

am speaking in human terms because of your
natural limitations. For just as you once presented
your members as slaves to impurity and to greater
and greater iniquity, so now present your members
as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in20

regard to righteousness. So what advantage did21

you then get from the things of which you now are
ashamed? The end of those things is death. But22

now that you have been freed from sin and
enslaved to God, the advantage you get is
sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the23

wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.    [NRSV]

Pelagius Bretto

In 313 CE the Emperor Constantine decided, for political
reasons, to embrace the Christian faith. In time the
domestic church lost its original hearth and worship
began to be conducted in public temples and churches.
The male/female heads of households were replaced by
an officially ordained male-only priesthood - but married
priests.  Pelagius (circa 335 - circa 425 CE) was a Celtic
teacher and a contemporary of Augustine, Jerome and
Patrick. This educated monk, fluent in Latin and Greek,
travelled widely on the Continent and was well read in
theology. He came to Rome as a man of principles and
high ideals and was appalled at the decadence of the
Roman clergy and people, which he put down to
Augustine's fatalistic theology that we are riddled with
sin and incapable of doing anything about it with the
Grace of God.  For Pelagius this relieved people of any
real sense of responsibility for themselves.  Augustine

recognised that Pelagius was a saintly man (vir sanctus);
but Jerome (who indulged in the character assassination
of anyone daring to disagree with him) dismissed him as
a barbarian.  Pelagius spent ten or eleven years in the
city, preaching a Gospel of Empowerment based on the
Celtic theology of creation as "Original Blessedness"
rather than "Original Sin"; and was there for the fall of
the city to the "barbarian" Goths in 410 CE.  Pelagius
continued to question Augustinian theology and
eventually went in 412 CE to Palestine under the
patronage of Bishop John of Jerusalem and others.
Eventually he was put on trial in several courts and at the
Council of Carthage in May 418 CE Pelagius was found
guilty of heresy. Pelagius went east and died some years
later. His works have survived substantially only in the
criticisms of his enemies.  (Evans)

Quotations:

"Doubts are the foundation stones for a firm and robust faith. You will realise that doctrines are inventions of
the human mind, as it tries to penetrate the mystery of God. You will realise that Scripture itself is the work of
human minds....It is not what you believe that matters; it is how you respond with your heart and your actions.
It is not just believing in Christ that matters; it is becoming like him....Jesus did not ask people to accept
high-flown doctrines. In fact, he did not ask them to believe anything. Instead, he asked them to enter a
relationship with God....Do not let your mind be seduced by theological speculation....simply follow Jesus
wherever he leads." (Letter to a New Christian)

"Whenever I give moral instruction, I first try to demonstrate the inherent power and quality of human
nature...  the wonderful virtues which all human beings can acquire... God has implanted in every person the
capacity to attain the very highest level of virtue. But people cannot grow in virtue on their own. We need
(soul) companions to guide and direct us on the way of righteousness ... We are each capable of achieving the
same degree of moral goodness... in the fullness of time (we) can share the moral virtues of Christ himself".
(Letter to Demetrias)


