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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service  will be led by Rosie
Perera, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.  Later we will hear from Matthia
Langone, who will be speaking on “The burning bush” and iconography that brings that story to life.  For now
parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their
children wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the dining
room after the service. and celebrate the launching of the Hope for Haiti Cookbook, a fundraiser that Edward
and Frieda Epp have worked hard on to raise funds for International Child Care for Haiti. 

Last Sunday    Derek Carr, professor of medieval Spanish studies at UBC, spoke to us on prayer from the
Catholic perspective.  Derek reviewed the central ritual of the Mass, its history (etymology known, meaning
unknown), and then walked us through the parts of the Mass in a format that has not changed significantly in
hundreds of years. Scripture and hymns begin the Mass, and prayers follow - for world religions and Christian
churches, then for political leaders and war-torn countries, for significant national issues, then prayers for the
sick and for the dead. The homily is offered by the priest, the offertory (ritual washing) follows, and then the
canon of the Mass in preparation for the communion rite.  At last, communion is served, before the congregation
is dismissed.  Derek then contrasted this form of prayer with those of the more devoted in monasteries and
intentional communities, called ‘canonical hours’.  These are names we may recall from literature or performance
and are associated with specific hours of the day, such as Matins, Lauds, Vespers and Compline, performed in
among the workaday duties each member of the community may have had.  Then Derek introduced us to the
Rosary, common for both private prayer for people who used chains of beads organized in ‘decades’ to recall
their prayers, and for public prayer that enmeshes participants in a rolling rhythm that enables closer access to the
divine.  Last, Derek touched on the way of the mystic, a tradition of much suspicion among churches through the
ages for its frequent encroachment from states of personal abnegation and spiritual freedom onto canonical
heresy.  In practice, Derek noted private prayer is something he finds difficult, and public or written prayer is
inherently unsatisfying.  Derek nevertheless finds access to the divine in Nature, especially under the night sky,
and encourages us to do the same.  [AP]  

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
March 11 Paul Burns Christian Lives in the 4th Cent.
March 18 Columbia Bible College Christian Education
March 25 Werner Schmidt Potluck Barbeque
April 1 Veronica Dyck Palm Sunday

Janice's father, Hyrthal Aeschliman, passed away on Monday February 26th. He had a peaceful end with his wife
and daughters at his side. A memorial was tentatively set for Saturday. The family appreciates your thoughts and
prayers.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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�  Henry & Louise’s new e-mail address: (Webmaster)

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre
be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To enable house
residents to park in front of their own houses, you are
requested not to park on the north side of 11th Ave., but instead
to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while
attending services.  Thank you.

�Please see your mailbox for the nominations list and nominate your favourite for any of the open positions! 
New attenders are especially welcome nominate others or themselves. Please see Don Teichroeb or Henry
Neufeld with your suggestions.  Now is also the time to start thinking about reports from all church officers for
our AGM at the end of April.

The Wider Church
MBMSI    Christoph and Antonia Hägele are MBMS International missionaries to Lithuania. Sent from and
supported by the German MB Conference, this family of six left their home in Dresden, Germany and has
dedicated themselves to support and work with the MB Conference of Lithuania. Please pray for them as they
teach at Evangelical Bible Institute and minister to the youth.

Regent College     The series of free public lectures continues with Gordon T. Smith speaking on The Jolly
Penitent: Recovering Confession for Christians Today, followed by a booksigning of Repentance in Christian
Theology.   Ttuesday March 13th at 7:30 pm in the chapel at Regent College. Come early for a good seat. 

Sherbrooke Mennonite church each week hosts the Refugee Food Bank in concert with MCC to help 8 families
of refugesss through the difficult transition to life in Canada.  The are in need of volunteers to help out on
Thursday for the distribution and relating to the refugees.  If you can help, please call Vicki at the church office -
327-3913

The Camp Squeah Alumni is busy planning for the upcoming Alumni Gathering, and are hoping that all those
who have given of their time and gifts in years past, will join them in celebrating the future of Camp on Saturday,
July 7, 2007 for fellowship, fun, and food!  Door prizes, silent auction and other opportunities to support camp.
Early registration deadline is March 15th.  Cost is $25 per person (after March 15 it is $30 per person).  Children
11 and under are free!  Register at www.squeah.com or call the Camp Office at 1-800-380-2267.

The Living Will 

A man and his wife were sitting in their living room. 

The husband, in a thoughtful mood, looked at her and said: “Just so you know, I never want to
live in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If that ever
happens, just pull the plug."

His wife got up, unplugged the TV and threw out his beer.

LENTEN VESPERS
with Abendmusik Choir

Abbotsford: Sat., Mar. 24, 8:00 pm, Emmanuel
Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mt. Lehman Rd.

Vancouver: Sun., Mar. 25, 8:00 pm, Knox
United Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st
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MCC leads U.S. Religious Delegation to find hope in Iran

February 25, 2007

As Christian leaders from the United States, we traveled to the Islamic Republic of Iran at this time of increased
tension believing that it is possible to build bridges of understanding between our two countries. We believe
military action is not the answer, and that God calls us to just and peaceful relationships within the global
community.

We are a diverse group of Christian leaders from United Methodist, Episcopal, Catholic, Baptist, Evangelical,
Quaker, and Mennonite traditions... We were warmly welcomed by the Iranian people, and our time in Iran
convinced us that religious leaders from both countries can help pave the way for mutual respect and peaceful
relations between our nations.

During our visit we met with Muslim and Christian leaders, government officials, and other Iranian people....

Our final day included a meeting with former President Khatami and current President Ahmadinejad. The
meeting lasted two-and-a-half hours and covered a range of topics, including the role of religion in transforming
conflict, Iraq, nuclear proliferation, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict...

What the delegation found most encouraging from the meeting with President Ahmadinejad was a clear
declaration from him that Iran has no intention to acquire or use nuclear weapons, as well as a statement that the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict can only be solved through political, not military means....

As additional steps in building bridges between our nations, we call upon both the U.S. and Iranian governments
to:
    * immediately engage in direct, face-to-face talks;
    * cease using language that defines the other using "enemy" images; and
    * promote more people-to-people exchanges including religious leaders, members of Parliament/Congress, and
civil society.

As people of faith, we are committed to working toward these and other confidence building measures, which we
hope will move our two nations from the precipice of war to a more just and peaceful relationship.

 

J. Daryl Byler - Director, Mennonite Central Committee's Washington Office
Jeff Carr - Chief Operating Officer, Sojourners/Call to Renewal
Ron Flaming - Director of International Programs, Mennonite Central Committee.
Edward Martin - Director of Mennonite Central Committee's Central and Southern Asia Program
Jonathan Evans - Special Representative for Iran at the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers)
Mary Ellen McNish - General Secretary, American Friends Service Committee (Quakers)
Shanta Premawardhana - Associate General Secretary of the National Council of Churches USA for Interfaith Relations and
Director of the NCC Interfaith Relations Commission
Maureen Shea - Director of Government Relations, The Episcopal Church.
Patricia Shelly - Executive Board of Mennonite Church USA.
Geraldine Sicola - Associate General Secretary for International Programs, American Friends Service Committee (Quakers)
David Robinson - Executive Director of Pax Christi USA
Joe Volk - Executive Secretary, Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL)
James Winkler - General Secretary of the General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) The United Methodist Church



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);
 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

Exodus 3:1-6

1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside
and look at this great sight, and see why the bush
is not burned up.’ 4When the Lord saw that he had

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the
bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’
5Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the
sandals from your feet, for the place on which you
are standing is holy ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I
am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God. 

Lenten Reflection and Prayer in West Point Grey

Each Wednesday at noon during Lent, the church communities of West Point Grey are invited to share in a
brief time of reflection and prayer (approx. 20 mins) focussing each week on a different area of concern:

March 7 @ West Point Grey Presbyterian Church
(4397 W 12th @ Trimble)
Focus: 'The Environment'

March 14 @ Our Lady of Perpetual Help (RC)
(2465 Crown St. @ 10th)
Focus: 'Those Suffering from Cancer'

March 21 @ St. Helen's Anglican Church
(4405 W. 8th @ Trimble)
Focus: 'AIDS'

March 28 @ West Point Grey United Church
(4595 W 8th @ Tolmie)
Focus: 'Violence and Abuse'

Everyone is welcome to attend any or all services.


