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Lent 1I

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Andre Pekovich; Lisa-
Dawn Kilthau will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher. 
Later we will be hearing from Rosie Perera whose message is based on the lectionary texts for today.   Please
join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note
arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On our first Sunday of Lent, Michael Thomas (Centre resident, singer in Abendmusik, Regent
graduate student in theology) suggested that since Christ's walk to the cross began with his baptism, we should
look at Lent through the lens of baptism.  We can begin by reflecting on our own baptism, and then on how
Jesus' baptism led him directly into the 40-day experiences of the 'desert' of his intellectual life of faith and
action.  Early Anabaptists saw baptism as a public initiation into the broader assembly of believers and as a
public acceptance of the call to go through the wilderness of life.  Some were martyred by drowning--their third
baptism.  Baptism includes the mark of forgiveness, but we are also baptized by our future pain, difficulties and
sorrows into a heavenly citizenship.  Conrad Grebel's accusers (Martyr's Mirror) tried to show that he was
suffering for a mistaken cause.  This can plant the seed of uncertainty, reminding us of Psalm 25, "Let me not be
put to shame", i.e., reassure me that my faith in you is indeed right.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
March 11 Santosh Ninan Lent III
March 18 Kevin Hiebert Lent IV
March 25 Joseph Dutko Lent V
April 1 John Friesen Atonement, Scapegoating & the Cross
 
The Wider Church
MB Mission   Richard & Hazel Funk are based in Austria, serving as Member Care facilitators to missionaries
in Europe and Central Asia.  Pray for them to have continual wisdom.  Pray that God would use them to bring
unity and to be a blessing to the individuals and families they are serving and caring for.

AMBS   You can meet the new president of AMBS , Sara Wenger Shenk at a dinner event hosted by AMBS at
First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver on Tuesday, March 6, at 6:30 pm.  There is no charge for the
dinner, and no formal offering will be taken, but gift envelopes will be available if you wish to make a
contribution to AMBS.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 28 to Suzanne Huffman, by e-mail (available from
webmaster) or by phone at 1-800-964-2627 ext. 247. See also Janice Kreider for more information.

Good home wanted   Carol Penner, pastor at First Mennonite Church in Vineland, ON asked help from April
Yamasaki of Emmanuel Mennonite Church who hopes in turn the church community may be able to help.

Mujtaba is a 17 year refugee who is currently in grade 12 in St. Catharines, Ontario.  His
English is quite good, as he came from Afghanistan as a participant in a high school Youth
Exchange Program to the United States last year.  Instead of returning to Afghanistan, he came
to Canada to claim refugee status, which has been processed and approved.  His dream is to
study at the UBC.  He needs a family to board with for the school year so he can take grade
12B, and improve his English skills.  Mujtaba is a very pleasant courteous young man with a
determined spirit.  Do you have room in your home and your life to accommodate him for a
year?  Please contact Carol Penner at (e-mail available from webmaster) 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2012/02/24/evelyn-krehbiel-1925-2012


Canadian Mennonite   the Canadian Mennonite is looking for feedback from the churches to be included in a
report to the board this spring.  The survey would particularly like to know what people think of the website at
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/   To offer your feedback, please contact Linda Matties at (contact
information available from webmaster)

MCC    has launched a $500,000 Middle East Crisis appeal to assist partner organizations as they provide
humanitarian aid and build peace as violence spreads throughout the region. MCC will send food and material
aid to displaced Syrians and assist partners in strengthening their conflict prevention strategies and disaster
preparedness. To learn more and make a donation visit www.bc.mcc.org 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC    presents an evening with Dr. Harry Loewen "Selected Stories from the
book Cities of Refuge as told by Author Dr. Harry Loewen." Loewen will not read but tell the stories that will
be new to most in the audience. Some stories might even shock, but they are all historically true and we can
learn from them about what it means to be an Anabaptist-Mennonite.  Event begins at 7:00 pm on Sunday
March 24  ion the Magnolia Room at the Garden Park Tower, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Freeth

admission, light refreshments to follow. 

MCC   Building Peace in the aftermath of violence Laura Dueckman, a SALTer from Level Ground Mennonite
Church in Abbotsford, is serving in Indonesia. Part of her assignment includes storytelling and she has written
the following story about the power of dialogue and prayer after a church was bombed in central Java last
September. It is a moving story that acknowledges the difficult work of peace-building and highlights the strong
commitment of religious leaders to denounce violence in all forms and work actively towards understanding and
peace between religious groups. Paulus Hartono, a Mennonite pastor and the founder of the Forum Across
Religions and Groups, describes the steps taken in the aftermath of the bombing and paints a moving picture of
religious leaders spending hours in prayer at the bombing site. You can find the story at: 
www.mcc.org/stories/news/building-peace-after-church-bombing 

Wordsmith wanted!

Dear BCMB Churches,

Our planning is well under way for this year's BCMB Annual Convention to be held at Broadway MB Church in
Chilliwack on May 4 and 5. As a planning team we purpose to be intentional this year about having the Convention
content and Convention book be a wide representation of our churches, ministries and ethnicities. In keeping with this
goal we would like to ask you to consider submitting a small paragraph to be included in our Convention book which ties
in with this year's theme "Enable Your Servants". Please read Acts 4 to get the theme in its context of the BCMB 2012
Convention.

Please take a look at the following questions and submit a small paragraph (40 words or less) which answers one of the
following questions.  As we need to allow adequate time for design and printing of the book please submit your paragraph
no later than April 15th, 2012.

Please choose 1 of the following questions and submit your answer (40 words or less) via email or mail to our conference
office by April 15th, 2012:

* How does/has being with Jesus changed you or impacted your ministry?
* What is a phrase that might best describe your church?
* When or with whom has your church had the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ this year?
* Where can you see God at work in your city and how has your church been a part of this?
* Why can your church not stop speaking about Christ?
* Could you tell about a time when what transpired was only explainable "by the power of Jesus"?
* Share about the person who, after looking to all other means found that salvation was found "in no other

name".
* How and when was it obvious that the Lord "enabled his servants" to speak with great boldness?

Thank you for the ministry your church is providing in your city. We look forward to the answers we will receive and will
celebrate with the churches the impact Christ is having here in BC.
If you have any questions regarding our request please contact Kelly at the BCMB office by email or 604-853-6959 or
Toll Free 1-888-653-9933.

On behalf of the Design Team for BCMB 2012 Convention,

Merv Boschman, Marilyn Hiebert, Denise Kneebone, Kelly Rader 

http://www.canadianmennonite.org/
http://www.bc.mcc.org
http://www.mcc.org/stories/news/building-peace-after-church-bombing


Regent College presents The Conference on Aging: The Next Generation - Thinking Together about Aging
featuring Maxine Hancock, James Houston, Margaret Somerville, and J.I. Packer.  A weekend with the finest
minds asks questions and explores aging in four sessions:
• Session 1: “Courageous Aging: Finding a Path beyond Denial or Despair”
• Session 2: “The Challenge of Aging for the Culture and the Church”
• Session 3: “An Aging Society as a Litmus Test of Our Ethics”
• Session 4: “Toward the Blessed Hope: An Eschatology for the Aging”
May 18-19, 2012 (6-9pm Friday and 8:30-4:30 Saturday) and Advance registration brings early bird discount
until April 13  .  For more information, see th http://conferences.regent-college.edu/aging/index.php

Regent College Free Lectures     The series begins again with Fr. Raymond de Souza speaking on restoring
reasoned debate to the public square in which all perspectives feel welcome to engage, in Is There Room For
Faith in Canada’s Public Square: The Convivium Project of which he is editor.  Wed. March 7 from  7:30-9:00
pm in the chapel at Regent College, and admission is free.  Come early for a good seat!

Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord1

appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I2

will make my covenant between me and you, and will
make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell3

on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is4

my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be5

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I6

will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will7

establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you. And I will give to you, and to8

your offspring after you, the land where you are now
an alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual
holding; and I will be their God.’

 God said to Abraham, ‘As for you, you shall keep9

my covenant, you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations. This is my covenant,10

which you shall keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. You shall circumcise the flesh of your11

foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant
between me and you. Throughout your generations12

every male among you shall be circumcised when he
is eight days old, including the slave born in your
house and the one bought with your money from any
foreigner who is not of your offspring. Both the13

slave born in your house and the one bought with your
money must be circumcised. So shall my covenant be
in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any14

uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people;
he has broken my covenant.’

 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you15

shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.
I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son16

by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’    
[NRSV]

Mark 8:31–38

 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man31

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. He said all this quite32

openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he33

rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.’

 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to34

them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,35

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit36

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?37

Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in38

this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.’     [NRSV]

http://conferences.regent-college.edu/aging/index.php


Psalm 22:23–31 

One  I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;22

 All   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:

One  You who fear the Lord, praise him!23

   All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

All    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!

One  For he did not despise or abhor24

   the affliction of the afflicted;

All he did not hide his face from me,

   but heard when I cried to him.

One  From you comes my praise in the great congregation;25

   my vows I will pay before those who fear him.

Women  The poor shall eat and be satisfied;26

Men    those who seek him shall praise the Lord.

All    May your hearts live for ever!

One  All the ends of the earth shall remember27

   and turn to the Lord;

Women and all the families of the nations

   shall worship before him.

All  For dominion belongs to the Lord,28

   and he rules over the nations.

Men  To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;29

Women   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,

One    and I shall live for him.

    [NRSV]

Romans 4:13–25 

 For the promise that he would inherit the world did13

not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the14

adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. For the law brings15

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the16

promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is
the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made17

you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. 

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would18

become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what
was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’

He did not weaken in faith when he considered his19

own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made20

him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being21

fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as22

righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to23

him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours24

also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed25

over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.     [NRSV]


