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3  Sunday of Lentrd

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this Sunday will be led by Kevin Hiebert; we
will be led in song by Andre Pekovich, accompanied by Deberah Shears, and Edward Epp will be your usher. 
Later we will hear from Janice Kreider who will be spaeking on the parable of the fig tree from Luke 13:1-9.  
Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note
that arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact any other parent in the service, or any member of the church board for more information.  

Last Sunday   On February 28th, Charis Weathers (now of Seattle) spoke on the Lenten theme "Where were
you?"  This was the question on the minds of all who loved Lazarus, because his sisters, friends and
acquaintances were convinced that if Jesus, the miracle healer, had only come when called, Lazarus would not
have died.  The gospels do not indicate why Jesus postponed going for four days, but since his contemporaries
assumed that one's soul hovers around the body for three days, waiting until after the fourth day would mean that
nobody disagreed:  Lazarus was truly deceased, buried and decomposing.  The writer of the gospel of John
portrays Jesus' miracle of resurrection as the 'final straw' which prompted the temple authorities to organize his
execution, so it was no small matter on many levels.  There are so many points to ponder in this story, and they
often overshadow the very simple question, "Where were you?"  This is a question some believers ask of God in
private prayers, or turn over in their minds when their closest friends do not seem to notice their needs and
suffering.  Possibly one answer offered by this story is that God is indeed always present, but not in ways we
expect or insist upon.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
March 14 Barb Nickel Lent IV
March 21 Service of worship and praise Lent V
March 28 Rosie Perera Palm Sunday
April Evan Kreider Easter Sunday service of singing

The Wider Church
MBMSI   Pray for encouragement for Richard and Hazel Funk as they call busy people into an intentional
relationship with Jesus. Pray for a fresh movement of God’s spirit among the Austrian people, that they will
respond positively to the Gospel. 

MCC is accepting donations for earthquake relief in Chile. While MCC does not have program or personnel in
Chile, MCC has allocated $150,000 for earthquake response which will be used by other agencies, including
colleague Anabaptist mission organizations to use these funds for Chile earthquake response. Cheques should be
made out to MCC BC and designated for Chile Earthquake Response and sent to Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T
3T8. Credit card donations can be made online at donate.mcc.org or when you call toll free at 1 888 622 6337.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Hope for Haiti Benefit Concert, organized by Doug Rempel, will benefit MCC's earthquake relief work in
Haiti. Heart to Heart, is an Abbotsford based organization that is also at work in Haiti providing care for orphans
and humanitarian aid for the area of Grand Goave, just outside of Port-au-Prince. Heart to Heart is sending
several containers of food and supplies to the area.  Both MCC and Heart to Heart decided to team up for the
concert when they realized they were working on the same idea. The event will be held at Abbotsford
Entertainment and Sports Centre (AESC) - 3380 King Road, and include concerts, silent auction, information
about MCC's work in Haiti and more. March 20th: 1-10 pm. Tickets range from $25-$50 available through
AESC; visit www.abbotsfordcentre.ca  or call 1 866 977 AESC. For more info visit www.bc.mcc.org 

Becky Janzen, MCC BC board member and member of Emmanuel Mennonite Church, left this weekend to
serve as a nurse alongside Haitian doctors and nurses in Port au Prince for two weeks. Your prayers are
requested. 

Canadian Mennonite Publishing Service is holding their annual meeting at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in
Abbotsford, March 11-13.  You are invited you to come for coffee at 10:15 on Friday, March 12 to discuss the
paper and to get to know the board members.  Others welcome.  RVSP please to Ed Janzen, board member if you
will be coming. 

MCCBC Resources   A new DVD,  "Pray the Devil Back to Hell" is the inspiring story of a group of ordinary
women who came together - Muslim and Christian, rich and poor, urban and rural - to bring peace to their
war-torn but beloved Liberia. The story of their historic but unsung achievement is gripping, suspenseful,
terrifying and ultimately incredibly satisfying. Surprisingly touching and even funny, this film will stay with you
for years. To borrow a copy, call Masako toll free at 1 888 622 6337 or email from the website

Subscribe to the Mennonite Church Canada News Service as a way to stay informed on this and other vital
stories and events in the life of the wider church. Follow this link to sign up - it takes only a few seconds:
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/subscribe/  

Luke 13:1-9

Repent or Perish

At that very time there were some present who told1

him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you2

think that because these Galileans suffered in this way
they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No,3

I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as
they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the4

tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they
were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you5

will all perish just as they did.’
The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree

 Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree6

planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit
on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See7

here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it8

alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put
manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good;9

but if not, you can cut it down.” ’   [NRSV]

West Point Grey Lenten Prayer Vigils   The West Point Grey churches present an ecumenical Lenten
Prayer vigil series on Wednesdays at noon for 1/2 hour, each week at a different church in West Point Grey
and a different focus of prayer. Below is the schedule of services.

Mar 10 - noon WPG Baptist Church, 4509 W. 11 Ave.  The Cross Not Taken
Mar 17 - noon WPG Presbyterian, 4397 W. 12th Ave.   The Work of KAIROS
Mar 24 - noon Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11th Ave.  Prayer for Haiti

All welcome to attend any or all sessions.

http://www.abbotsfordcentre.ca
http://www.bc.mcc.org
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/subscribe/


Isaiah 55

An Invitation to Abundant Life

Ho, everyone who thirsts,1

   come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
   come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
   without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not2

bread,
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
   and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;3

   listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
   my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,4

   a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,5

   and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
   for he has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while he may be found,6

   call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,7

   and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on
them,

   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,8

   nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,9

   so are my ways higher than your ways
   and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from10

heaven,
   and do not return there until they have watered the
earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;11

   it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,12

   and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
   shall burst into song,
   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;13

   instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
   for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

[NRSV]

Psalm 63

Comfort and Assurance in God’s Presence

A Psalm of David, when he was in the Wilderness of Judah.

O God, you are my God, I seek you,1

   my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
   as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,2

   beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life,3

   my lips will praise you.

So I will bless you as long as I live;4

   I will lift up my hands and call on your name.

My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,5

   and my mouth praises you with joyful lips
when I think of you on my bed,6

   and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
for you have been my help,7

   and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
My soul clings to you;8

   your right hand upholds me.    [NRSV]



BC Student Forum
2nd Floor-- 107 East 3rd Avenue
Vancouver BC V5T 1C7 February 25 2010

Every year students and Christian professionals from across British Columbia gather at the BC Student Forum
for vibrant networking and dialogue regarding faith and the workplace. The BC Student Forum is a two-day
conference for university students including round table discussions with professionals of their aspiring fields, a
panelist question and answer session, and several meals at which networking is facilitated.

The ninth annual BC Student Forum will be held Thursday, April 15th and Friday, April 16th, 2009 in
Downtown Vancouver. This year's schedule is full of opportunities for students to explore and prepare for the
faith-based challenges found upon entering the workplace. The BC Student Forum will be combined with the
BC Leadership Prayer Breakfast as well and students will have the opportunity to interact with various BC
marketplace leaders from fields such as the arts, business, health care, politics, social services and many other
professions. Our goal is to help foster vibrant, inter-generational relationships and to equip a generation of young
leaders to live out Christ's hope, love and redemption in every area of work.

Because of your involvement with students/student groups, we are honoured to invite you to serve as a
nominator selecting outstanding students to this event. To find out more about the BC Student Forum and to
nominate outstanding students to attend this event, please visit us online at: www.bcstudentforum.com. 

We are looking for a group of young men and women whom are undergraduate and graduate students that desire
to positively influence their future workplace and local community.  We are especially seeking Christian
students who have already demonstrated leadership through influencing their peers and involvement in their
local community.

The deadline for nominations is March 31 2010. We recommend you nominate your selected students as soon as
possible. The selection committee will consider all nominations and will ensure the greatest diversity of
qualified students. Those students who are selected will be given further details online.

To nominate students, please click on: 
http://www.bcstudentforum.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=18&Itemid=16

Be prepared to provide a name, phone number and e-mail address for the student, as well as, information
regarding the student's school, year, field of study and general career interest. The selection committee takes
seriously the answers you provide.

Let the students you nominate know why you think they should attend the BC Student Forum.

Thank you for your continued support. Together we can positively and powerfully impact British Columbia's
future leaders. Your role as a nominator is vital to the success of the BC Student Forum.

If you would like to attend the Forum or have any questions, please call the BC Student Forum Coordinators,
Anna or Jennifer at 604-687-7453 or email.

Sincerely,

Joycelin Ng,
Director, British Columbia Student Forum

http://www.bcstudentforum.com.

