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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service will be led by Andre Pekovich, Evan
Kreider will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erna Friesen  your usher.  Later we will
hear from Janice Kreider, who will be speaking on Gods’s promise to Abraham from the lectionary texts for today. 
Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their

children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided

care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from one of our many angels who are called to care.  
Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday    On March 1st we observed the First Sunday of Lent. Laurel Gasque spoke briefly on the four
lectionary texts of the day, showing how they were interrelated and how, by reading them sequentially, we can
make new observations about each of the texts. Early Christians were intrigued by these possible cross
fertilizations, even if we might find them a bit stretched (e.g., 1 Peter looks at the story of Noah as prefiguring
baptism). Laura then showed pictures of a series of woodcuts from the late 1400s published within that broad
genre German scholars popularly called the "bibliae pauperum" (paupers' bibles). This grows out of the genre of
miniature manuscript illuminations that had enjoyed popularity among the wealthy European monastic and
aristocratic circles for centuries, and has strong antecedents in medieval art and stained glass windows. The
individual woodcuts we were shown depict multiple vignettes--scenes of a various biblical stories. Laura asked us
to consider how the selections of these stories and characters might have helped medieval believers think about
specific themes or interrelationships between the stories, and how those stories might have been reinterpreted by
readers encountering these juxtapositions (just as we do in our lectionary readings). [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
March 15 Connie Siedler Lent III
March 22 Paul Thiessen Lent IV
March 29 Karl Brown Lent V/ End of year BBQ
April 5 - Palm Sunday

LNominations requested for church positions! New attenders are especially welcome nominate others or

themselves. Please see Erna Friesen, Andre Pekovich or Henry Neufeld with your suggestions.  Now is also the
time to start thinking about reports from all church officers for our AGM at the end of April.

The Wider Church

MBMSI    As you remember Trevor & Rebekah this week, MBMS International missionary candidates
participating in our missionary training institute, pray for God’s continued guidance as they prepare to serve him
in a restricted access country.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



Regent College Tradition Conference  Work-Wise: Making Sense of the Other Six Days with Paul Stevens and
Bruce Waltke We spend most of our waking hours working. But what does it mean? Does it bear any connection
with the coming of the Kingdom of God – even if it is not a stated Christianity ministry? Why work at all? And
why work hard or heartily? And how can we go about integrating our faith with our daily work? These are the
questions Bruce Waltke and Paul Stevens will be addressing from both the Old and New Testaments, especially
the passages that express the wisdom of God on matters of daily life.  Register on-line or call Regent College. 
April 4.  Save $15 with Early Bird discount before March 20.

MCC   Make a difference in the life of a child and consider an MCC Global Family Sponsorship. Just $25 a
month can make the dream of an education come true. Visit mcc.org/globalfamily and learn more today or contact
the MCC BC office for your free brochure at 1-888-622-6337.   Please be aware that the current economic crisis
has affected MCC and donations are down. In a time of great needs in the world, the economic downturn is
causing MCC to make cuts to budgets and programs, affecting our relief, development and peace work.
Administrative expenses are also being cut. Now more than ever, we want to remember those who are most in
need, heeding the words of the apostle Peter: Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another

with whatever gift each of you has received. 1 Peter 4:10. We recognize that times are difficult for many but we
want to continue to meet the needs of those who have less. To see how you can help, visit our website as
mentioned above and when you're there, be sure to click on the link to mcc.org/donate where you can read stories
about where the need is but also how your gifts have made a difference.

Pacific Theatre     Come see the return of Libby Skala, who charmed Vancouver audiences two years ago with
her one-woman show Lilia!  Her new show A Time to Dance shares with its audience the talent of Libby’s great
aunt the Austria Elisabeth “Lisl” Polk   Here Skala recounts the tale of a woman who arrived in Vienna in 1902,
survived two world wars, danced her way indomitably through poverty, artistic repression, and the rise of Hitler,
immigrated to New York, and danced the Macarena on her 100th birthday.  A Time to Dance arrives in Vancouver
at Pacific Theatre March 19 (with a preview March 18), and running to April 4.  Buy a regular ticket for Friday
March 27 (World Theatre Day) and receive a 2nd ticket absolutely free!  To book your tickets call 604-731-5518 or
email tickets@pacifictheatre.org

Regent College    The Regent College Tradition conference this year is entitled Work-Wise: Making Sense of the

Other Six Days, featuring Bruce Waltke and Paul Stevens who will ask questions about how we integrate it with
our desire to bring about the coming of the Kingdom, whether or not work is a stated Christian ministry.  Passages
from the Old and New Testaments will assist in the exploration, and particularly we will seek the wisdom of God
in matters of daily life.   Saturday April 4th from 8:30 am - 4:30 pm, $85 to register before March 20th, $100 after,
by phone at 604.224.3245 or online at http://conferences.regent-college.edu/tradition/

Humour corner A Sunday school teacher asked the children as they were on the way to a church service,
'So, why is it necessary for us to be quiet in church?'

One little girl replied, 'Because people are sleeping.' 

The West Point Grey churches present an ecumenical Lenten Prayer vigil series on Wednesdays at noon for
1/2 hour, each week at a different church in West Point Grey. Here is the schedule of where these services
will be held, and the focal topics of prayer: 
• Mar 11 PGIMF (led by Rosie) -- peace in world conflicts, world leaders 
• Mar 18 WPG United Church, 4595 West 8th Ave. -- TBA 
• Mar 25 St. Helen's (Anglican), 4405 West 8th Ave. -- the homeless 
• Apr 1 WPG Baptist Church, 4509 West 11 Ave. -- family brokenness/domestic violence

All are welcome to any and all of these events.



Genesis 17: 1-8, 15-16

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord
appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I
will make my covenant between me and you, and will
make you exceedingly numerous.’ 3Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, 4‘As for me, this is my
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations
of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish
my covenant between me and you, and your offspring

after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you. 8And I will give to you, and to your
offspring after you, the land where you are now an
alien, all the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding;
and I will be their God.’

15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.’    [NRSV]

Romans 4:13-25

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did
not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the
law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is
the father of all of us, 17as it is written, ‘I have made
you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would

become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what
was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’
19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. 22Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as
righteousness.’ 23Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to
him’, were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.    [NRSV]

Mark 8: 31-38

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed,
and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on
human things.’

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to

them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.’     [NRSV]



Call to Worship
Psalm 22:23-28

23You who fear the Lord, praise him!

   All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

   stand in awe of him, all you offspring of

Israel!
24For he did not despise or abhor
   the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,
   but heard when I cried to him.

25From you comes my praise in the great

congregation;

   my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied;

   those who seek him shall praise the Lord.

   May your hearts live for ever!

27All the ends of the earth shall remember

   and turn to the Lord;

and all the families of the nations
   shall worship before him.
28For dominion belongs to the Lord,

   and he rules over the nations.      [NRSV

Prayer of confession

Leader: God of hope,

People: we need your strength and power

to overcome the forces that lure us away from your truth.

Grant us diligence to resist what is evil,

patience to endure when we are fearful,

and determination to persevere in the path of the hope and peace,

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Prayer for Justice, Mercy, and Humility

Lord, hear our prayer:

Today we face the season of our redemption during a time of global crisis.  During this season teach us to
understand the love that drove you to give up everything to save us all. Give us the strength that only
comes in weakness; The renewal that only comes through death and resurrection.

Today many of us feel weakened, burdened, and overwhelmed by the challenges and uncertainties that lie
ahead. We ask that your strength be made perfect in our time of weakness. While each of us is hurt by
hard times, it is the people around the world living on less than $1/day, facing hunger, thirst, and illness,
who bear the greatest burden of this crisis.

Just as your weakest hour proved to be the most generous, most life-giving moment in history, We pray
that out of our own weakness comes a generosity of justice, mercy, and humility for those who bear
burdens greater than our own.

Help us to remember that you are the God who, out of nothing, made everything, the God who still has
the power today to remake us. So let us be remade, not overcome, by our global crisis; Let us be purified,
and not laid low, by injustice, greed, and inequality. Let us promise to:
Act justly,
Love mercy,
And walk humbly with you, and with all those
who suffer or want.

This is our moment to change the world. Because it is at our moment of crisis where your strength and
your light, revealed to the world by our faith, become a force that is stronger than fear or death. Today,
move us to become the answer to our prayers. Give us the strength to respond, in our own time of need, to
the needs of those who have the least in our world.

Lead us to be your agents of hope and renewal during this season of redemption. For it is only in You that
we have the power to change things; it is only because of You that we have the promise of renewal; and
yet is through us that You seek to do all these things. Amen.

- Brian Swarts, President, Micah Challenge International


