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March 9, 2003 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
 and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

Mark 10:45 
 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship as we enter the season of Lent.  Our liturgical 
service will be led by J. Evan Kreider, and communion will be served.  Eric Hannan will be leading us in song 
and Sue Dudoward will be accompanying on the piano.  Cynthia & Friesen and Bre’el Davis are in charge of 
children’s church, and Jess Thiessen and Heather Shantz will be with the toddlers.   
 
Last Sunday:  Last Sunday Victoria Hobson spoke briefly about concerns in Rwanda and Burundi, noting 
that before Christians there ask for money for their very real needs, they ask for our prayers.  She told of an 
impoverished pastor overseeing 11 congregations with women's groups.  During coffee hour, the Hobsons 
were able to say more to a small group of interested people.  George Hobson spoke on the "Conversion of 
Saul" (Acts 9).  This event was so important to the early church that Luke told the story three times in Acts 
(chapters 9, 22, 26).  This was a pivotal story, possibly one of the more important events in world history.  
Converting was not Saul's first choice.  Instead, Luke depicts God breaking into history.  This goes against 
our modern concept of self-determination.  In fact, some discount the account of light, blindness and words in 
the story because of an unwillingness to have the spiritual break into the physical world.  In Acts 7, Stephen 
was stoned after giving a powerful sermon.  George suggested that Stephen's sermon and testimony before 
death helped to prepare Saul for his conversion.  Saul did not see God, but saw the reflection of Jesus in 
Stephen's face.  During his three days of blindness, what thoughts went through Saul's mind?  Was he dying 
'through Christ' and being reborn in the Spirit?  Saul obeyed the voice, he "chose to be chosen", he went to 
Damascus and thought about making a complete change in his orientation towards Judiasm, his refined 
understanding of the Law, his status, his public stance on religion.  God calls each of us in words suited to our 
situations.  Our problem, argues George, is not that of discerning God's voice, but rather that of being quiet 
and listening to it.  [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
Louise Klippenstein is once again offering the chance for people to make Ukranian Easter eggs, and has 
posted a signup sheet on the bulletin board in the hall.  Louise makes this is a fascinating and creative process 
even for people who claim to have no manual dexterity - sign up to make yours today! 
 

 
House Groups:   The Friday morning house group will meet this coming week at Susie Funk’s.  The “Every 
Other Monday” group will not be meeting this week at the Teichroebs. 
 

 Nominations 
Yes, it’s that time again! -  time to look around you and see who we can tap on the shoulder 
to serve the church.  Nominations for positions in the church may be made to Don 
Teichroeb, Charmaine Wiens or Helmut Lemke.  The attached nominations form details the 
positions coming vacant.  Positions run for two years and  nominations must be received 
by Sunday March 23 in order to be ready for the April annual General Meeting of PGI MF. 
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Upcoming speakers 
 
March 16 Mark Greenstreet  John 14:  Jesus is the way to God (Lent II) 
March 23 Veronica Dyck   John 15:  Jesus the True Vine (Lent III)  
March 30 Rebecca Sack   John 16:  The work of the Spirit, Christ’s Peace (Lent IV)  
April 6  Don Teichroeb   John 17:  Jesus prays for his students (Lent V) 
  
Prayer requests: Veronica asks prayer for leaders at the MC Canada annual sessions as they struggle with 
budget and future plans that may involve job losses.  Erna will be at the CMU annual meeting continuing the 
work of merging three universities into one.  Victoria asks prayer for womens’ groups, children in poverty in 
Burundi. 
 
The Wider Church    
 
From MBMS International:   THANKFUL FOR BIBLE TRANSLATORS.  Pray today for Ken & Cheryl 
Creech, MBMS International workers in Senegal. They report that at Christmas, the Bassari people heard, for 
the first time ever, the Christmas story in the language of their hearts! Praise God for translators! Pray now as 
the Creechs’ prepare to return to N.A. for MINA. 
 
MDS   MDS is responding to a July typhoon that destroyed homes in the Micronesian island state of Chuuk. 
The volunteer schedule for January - March has been filled. There may be openings in April and May. For 
information phone the Akron office at 717-859-2210 or the Winnipeg office at 866-261-1274.  Does this 
sound like the perfect mission or what? 
 
UBC Lectures   The Canadian and Christian Scientific Association presents Miroslav Volf, Henry B. Wright 
Professor of Systematic Theology, Yale Divinity School 'Struggles in Religious Identity: Is Christianity a 
Violent Religion?' Monday March 10 - 4:15 pm - The Dodson Room, Main Library UBC.  For further 
information, contact Phil Hill at 604 822-3112 or [e-mail available] or Darren Brouwer at 604 822-2293 or [e-
mail available].  The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christian forum was founded in 1988 by a  
group of University faculty and graduate students seeking to explore the dialogue between religious faith and 
academic scholarship. 
 
M2W2   This program that provides Christian volunteers to correctional inmates has had five of its contracts 
cancelled by the provincial government and is at risk of not being able to meet its budget for March 31.  Is 
this the time you should consider directing some of your giving to M2W2 to keeps its ministry going?  
Contact them at 208-2825 Clearbrook Rd. Abbotsford V2T 6S3 or at 1-800-298-1777 or email at [e-mail 
available]. 
 
AIDS in Africa   West Point Grey Baptist Church presents the Reverend Thomas Lumba, executive chair of 
the International Needs Network in Zambia, speaking on “The Church’s Response to the AIDS Crisis in 
Africa” and what you can do about it.  He and his wife Joyce are focusing on mobilizing the leadership of the 
church in Zambia to deal with the AIDS pandemic.  This event is held tonight at 7:30 pm at WPG Baptist, 
4095 W. 11th Ave (at Sasamat.)  


