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Lent III

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Rosie Perera; J. Evan
Kreider will lead us in song, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  Later
we will be hearing from Santosh Ninan, whose message is entitled Pondering the Love of God, based on Psalm
107:33-43.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each
month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Rosie Perera spoke on the Lectionary texts, finding them to be held together by cognitive
dissonance'.  For example, when Abram was a poetic 99 years old and childless, he was told that his
descendants that would become a veritable nation (Genesis 13), and then the very part of his anatomy required
to get this fertility going first had to be threatened by circumcision.  In our Gospel reading (Mark 8),
immediately after disciples proclaim Jesus as Messiah, Jesus launches into predictions of his impending death. 
Romans 4 portrays Abram as being unwavering in faith, in spite of having a son with Hagar and laughing in the
angel's face.  Do we, like Abram, and like other humans portrayed in scripture, have cognitive dissonance in our
lives, dissonance between our thinking, our professions, and our living?  [JEK]

PGIMF News
March 18 Kevin Hiebert Beyond belief: Thoughts on God's Grace
March 25 Joseph Dutko The Prodigal Son
April 1 John Friesen Atonement, Scapegoating & the Cross
April 8 Easter Sunday Service of Prayers and Carols
 
The Wider Church
MB Mission  Blaine & Michelle Warner are serving in Burkina Faso.  Please pray for them as they work with
the Nanerige people, that they would develop deep friendships and have an effective ministry.  Pray that they
would be filled with love, and live a spirit-filled life that is an example to their team and people around them.

Good home wanted   Carol Penner, pastor at First Mennonite Church in Vineland, ON asked help from April
Yamasaki of Emmanuel Mennonite Church who hopes in turn the church community may be able to help.

Mujtaba is a 17 year refugee who is currently in grade 12 in St. Catharines, Ontario.  His English is
quite good, as he came from Afghanistan as a participant in a high school Youth Exchange Program
to the United States last year.  Instead of returning to Afghanistan, he came to Canada to claim
refugee status, which has been processed and approved.  His dream is to study at the UBC.  He needs
a family to board with for the school year so he can take grade 12B, and improve his English skills. 
Mujtaba is a very pleasant courteous young man with a determined spirit.  Do you have room in your
home and your life to accommodate him for a year?  Please contact Carol Penner at (see webmaster
for e-mail address)

Canadian Mennonite   the Canadian Mennonite is looking for feedback from the churches to be included in a
report to the board this spring.  The survey would particularly like to know what people think of the website at
http://www.canadianmennonite.org/   To offer your feedback, please contact Linda Matties at (see webmaster
for contact information) 

MCC    MCC has launched a $500,000 Middle East Crisis appeal to assist partner organizations as they provide
humanitarian aid and build peace as violence spreads throughout the region. MCC will send food and material
aid to displaced Syrians and assist partners in strengthening their conflict prevention strategies and disaster
preparedness. To learn more and make a donation visit www.bc.mcc.org 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.blufftonicon.com/news/2012/02/24/evelyn-krehbiel-1925-2012
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Mennonite Historical Society of BC    presents an evening with Dr. Harry Loewen "Selected Stories from the
book Cities of Refuge as told by Author Dr. Harry Loewen." Loewen will not read but tell the stories that will
be new to most in the audience. Some stories might even shock, but they are all historically true and we can
learn from them about what it means to be an Anabaptist-Mennonite.  Event begins at 7:00 pm on Sunday
March 24  ion the Magnolia Room at the Garden Park Tower, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Freeth

admission, light refreshments to follow. 

Regent College presents The Conference on Aging: The Next Generation - Thinking Together about Aging
featuring Maxine Hancock, James Houston, Margaret Somerville, and J.I. Packer.  A weekend with the finest
minds asks questions and explores aging in four sessions:
• Session 1: “Courageous Aging: Finding a Path beyond Denial or Despair”
• Session 2: “The Challenge of Aging for the Culture and the Church”
• Session 3: “An Aging Society as a Litmus Test of Our Ethics”
• Session 4: “Toward the Blessed Hope: An Eschatology for the Aging”
May 18-19, 2012 (6-9pm Friday and 8:30-4:30 Saturday) and Advance registration brings early bird discount
until April 13  .  For more information, see th http://conferences.regent-college.edu/aging/index.php

Psalm 107

ONE READER:

 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;1

   his love endures forever.

 Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story—2

   those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,
 those he gathered from the lands,3

   from east and west, from north and south.[a]

READER GROUP A:

 Some wandered in desert wastelands,4

   finding no way to a city where they could settle.
 They were hungry and thirsty,5

   and their lives ebbed away.
 Then they cried out to the LORD in their6

    trouble,
   and he delivered them from their distress.
 He led them by a straight way7

   to a city where they could settle.
 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his8

    unfailing love
   and his wonderful deeds for humankind,
 for he satisfies the thirsty9

   and fills the hungry with good things.

READER GROUP B:

 Some sat in darkness, in utter darkness,10

   prisoners suffering in iron chains,
 because they rebelled against God’s commands11

   and despised the plans of the Most High.
 So he subjected them to bitter labor;12

   they stumbled, and there was no one to help.
 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,13

   and he saved them from their distress.
 He brought them out of darkness, the utter14

    darkness,
   and broke away their chains.

 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his15

    unfailing love
   and his wonderful deeds for humankind,

16 for he breaks down gates of bronze
   and cuts through bars of iron.

READER GROUP C: 

 Some became fools through their rebellious17

    ways
   and suffered affliction because of their
    iniquities.

 They loathed all food18

   and drew near the gates of death.
 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,19

   and he saved them from their distress.
 He sent out his word and healed them;20

   he rescued them from the grave.
 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his21

    unfailing love
   and his wonderful deeds for humankind.

 Let them sacrifice thank offerings22

   and tell of his works with songs of joy.

http://conferences.regent-college.edu/aging/index.php


READER GROUP D:

 Some went out on the sea in ships;23

   they were merchants on the mighty waters.
 They saw the works of the LORD,24

   his wonderful deeds in the deep.
 For he spoke and stirred up a tempest25

   that lifted high the waves.
 They mounted up to the heavens and went26

    down to the depths;
   in their peril their courage melted away.

 They reeled and staggered like drunkards;27

   they were at their wits’ end.
 Then they cried out to the LORD in their28

    trouble,
   and he brought them out of their distress.

 He stilled the storm to a whisper;29

   the waves of the sea[b] were hushed.
 They were glad when it grew calm,30

   and he guided them to their desired haven.
 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his31

    unfailing love
   and his wonderful deeds for humankind.

 Let them exalt him in the assembly of the32

    people
   and praise him in the council of the elders.

ONE READER:

 He turned rivers into a desert,33

   flowing springs into thirsty ground,
 and fruitful land into a salt waste,34

   because of the wickedness of those who lived
    there.

 He turned the desert into pools of water35

   and the parched ground into flowing springs;
 there he brought the hungry to live,36

   and they founded a city where they could settle.
 They sowed fields and planted vineyards37

   that yielded a fruitful harvest;
 he blessed them, and their numbers greatly38

    increased,
   and he did not let their herds diminish.

 Then their numbers decreased, and they were39

    humbled
   by oppression, calamity and sorrow;

 he who pours contempt on nobles40

   made them wander in a trackless waste.
 But he lifted the needy out of their affliction41

   and increased their families like flocks.
 The upright see and rejoice,42

   but all the wicked shut their mouths.

  Let all who are wise heed these things43

   and ponder the loving deeds of the LORD. 

[TNIV]


