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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

March 13, 2005
Lent V

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Andre
Pekovich, Rosie Perera will be leading us in song, Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano, and Rovin
Karuna is your usher. Later we will hear from Henry Kliewer, whose sermon is entitled “New Territory: New
Community” based on John 3:1-21.    Vange Thiessen will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Ken Friesen
and Jackie Bolen will be with the Sunday School classes.  Please join us after the service for coffee and
fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday Erica Thiessen (Chaplain at the Tabor Home in Abbotsford) spoke on "Welcoming
the Darkness". Darkness is usually seen as being bad or evil, or on another level it may be the result of grieving,
fear or something painful. Psalm 139 declares that God is present even in Sheol (my personal hell/darkness), to
God, darkness is as bright as the sun. After a life of trying to be achievers, we fear failure and being exposed as
being weak. Erica used to think that her times of darkness meant that she was not 'right with God', so she tried to
make her life dark-free by working with MCC or on the mission field or by going to seminary and then a
monastery. But clinical depression finally forced her to recognize darkness as her 'dance partner' in life, so she
learned to explore it, at times experiencing nothingness, and then slowly moving into light. In retrospect she
learned to see darkness as a gift, as an opportunity to be reborn, much like a seed dies in the darkness of the earth
before giving new life. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
March 20 Janet Boldt Reconciliation / Palm Sunday
March 27 J. Evan Kreider Easter Sunday Liturgical service
April 3 Dan Unrau -
April 10 Pat & Rad Houmphan -

����Abendmusik   Lenten Vespers - Saturday March 19th at 8:00 pm in Abbotsford at Emmanuel Free Reformed
Church, and Sunday March 20th at 8:00 pm at Knox United church.  Bring your friends.

AGM   THE date for PGIMF’s AGM has been set as the last Sunday in April (the 24th).  Please see your
mailboxes for the nominating committee sheets and nominate your favourite for any of the open positions!  New
attenders are especially welcome nominate others or themselves.  Now is also the time to start thinking about
reports from all church officers.
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Dr. Stanley Grenz
1950 - 2005

Early Friday morning Dr.
Stanley Grenz was admitted to
St. Paul's Hospital suffering
from a haemorrhagic stroke that
damaged his brain. He was
unconscious and on a ventilator.
That evening, the family made
the difficult decision to
withdraw life support and at
5:00 am this morning Dr. Grenz
passed away. 

Please keep Edna Grenz, and
Joel and Corina in your prayers
at this very difficult time. A
service is planned at First
Baptist where Edna has been
Minister of Worship for many
years.

Regent College's (Almost) Annual Community Exhibition is going on now at the Lookout Gallery at Regent
(5800 University Blvd.), through March 31. Rosie Perera has a new photograph in the exhibit, and there are 55
other works by some very talented artists in the Regent community. The gallery is usually open at least 8:30am-
5:00pm weekdays (often as late as 9pm), and 11-4 Saturdays.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   REACHING THE
UNREACHED. As you pray this week
for Sean and Erica, MBMS
International missionaries on the NE
African coast, remember they work in a
restricted access country. Pray God’s
careful protection on them as they use
their teaching skills to make inroads
with the message of hope to an
unreached part of Africa.

����The Quiet Heart: Contemplative
Retreat on Contemplative Prayer and
Silence as a rule of life  At Warm
Beach Camp, Stanwood, WA April 18-
20.  With Kathy Bence, explore Teresa
of Avila’s four ways of praying and
spend time enjoying God’s presence. 
To reserve your contemplative time at
Warm Beach, call 800-228-6724.

St. John’s Shaughnessy   Evening
services 7:15 pm Contemporary Evening Service  Sunday School is provided for children and youth at the 9 and
11 am services. At the Evening Service, Holy Communion is served on the last Sunday of each month.  

Camp Stillwood   Please see the back table in the hall for brochures on summer camp at Stillwood featuring the
Amazing Race.  All the summer activities you remember are here to be enjoyed such as canoeing, archery, ropes
course, tubing, and several new events including geo-caching and wilderness camp.  Stillwood is fully accredited
and trouble-free.  Dates from July 3rd to August 19th available. 

Gallery 7's Fifth Annual One Act Play Festival Opens March 11 for one week, featuring three Easter plays by
Lawrence Enscoe that take a fictional look at the reactions of seven individuals towards the crucifixion of Jesus. 
In the first play, Claudia, Pilate's wife attempts to convince her husband that Jesus should be set free. Where He
Lies tells the story of three Roman soldiers who wait out the Sabbath in an old tavern, wrestling through the guilt
they feel over having executed an innocent man. Finally, in Third Day's Mourning, the women first to Jesus'
tomb struggle in hiding to understand the purpose behind the horrific events of the past two days. Call 604-504-
5922 or click on: www.gallery7theatre.com/season/boxoffice.html for more information or to purchase tickets.

Camp Squeah.  Please see the back table in the hall for brochures on summer camp at Camp Squeah - experience
all the outdoor activities you remember as kids - archery, rock climbing, kayaking, leadership training in a
Foodsafe and fully accredited BC Camping Association facility.  Dates from July 10 - August 27th available

Canadian Red Cross Childsafe in a Day course for parents and caregivers of children up to 10 years of age,
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Ms. Smith goes to India

Please keep in mind MSC resident Jaclyn Smith as she prepares for her trip to the Punjab in India to
complete her exchange in Community Health Care development with the UBC School of Nursing.  Her
continuing interest in Asian mission began in 2001 in New Zealand and Fiji, and continues through the UBC
Nursing’s exchange program with the Canada-India Exchange Society where she will complete a four week
practicum in community healthcare development in local clinics and a rural medical/surgical hospital in
Dhahan-Kaleran, Punjab.  

Your prayers and support is requested:
  � for safety in travels and in her work as a Christian in Asia.
  � for wisdom, strength and discernment in a culturally-challenging environment
  � financial support - nearly $1000 is still needed for travel expenses, vaccinations etc.
  � opportunities to share her faith
Tax deductible donations can be made to the Menno Simons Centre which has agreed to support Jaclyn in
her trip.  Mark your cheque “Cultural exchange - student ministry”.

(Ed. Note: - the Canada-India Exchange Society has two old friends on the board - Sarup Mann and Ajay Caleb - both
local Christian businessmen.)

covering home hazards, injury prevention, CPR, and common first aid situations. Sat. Mar. 19, 9:00 am - 5:00
pm, Dunbar Heights United Church (3525 West 24th Ave. in Vancouver). Cost: $75. Registration/information:
604-669-2546, Ext. 2 or   

Columbia Singers, directed by Tony Funk, invite you to their spring concert series The Impression of God, Part
3. Together with the Nelson Boschman Jazz Trio and guest musicians Charles Stolte and Joachim Segger (from
King's University College, AB) the audience will hear John Rutter's Fancies (with texts inspired by 16th and 17th
century poets),English romantic part songs, as well as jazz arrangements of hymns and folk songs. An offering
will be taken in support of the Columbia Bible College Worship Arts Department . Time and Locations are: April
2nd - St. Matthews Anglican Church at 7:30 pm & April 3rd - Bakerview Church at 7:30 pm 

Ps 121:1-2
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills- where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
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John 3:1-21

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council.
2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one
could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if
God were not with him.”
 
3In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one
can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.

4“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus
asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his
mother's womb to be born!” 

5Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter
the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the
Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my
saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot
tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is
with everyone born of the Spirit.”
 
9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10“You are Israel's teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you
not understand these things? 11I tell you the truth, we
speak of what we know, and we testify to what we
have seen, but still you people do not accept our
testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and
you do not believe; how then will you believe if I
speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into
heaven except the one who came from heaven–the Son
of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the
desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because he has not believed in the
name of God's one and only Son  19This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil.
20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not
come into the light for fear that his deeds will be
exposed. 21But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he
has done has been done through God.” [NIV]

Gen 12:1-4
1The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your
country, your people and your father's household
and go to the land I will show you.

2 "I will make you into a great nation 
and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you."

 
4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and
Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he set out from Haran.


