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March 13 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Veronica Dyck, we will be
led in song by Andre Pekovich, Deberah Shears will accompany at the piano, and Erika Hannan is your
usher.  Later we will hear a message from Hannah Dutko that will explore the theology of suffering and the
problem of evil through the thoughts and worship of Julian of Norwich. Communion will also be served
today.   Please join us in the lounge afterward for coffee and goodies and fellowship. Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of
each month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On March 6th, Sven Eriksson spoke on the gospel lectionary text, Matthew 17.1-9.  So much
in the story of the Transfiguration is beyond our comprehension, but it celebrates the great transition from the
three years of ministry to the final week of difficulties, trials and death.  (Peter reported his recollections very
modestly in 2 Peter 1.16-18.)  Jesus went to a "mountain" (not by B.C. standards) to pray with Peter, James
and John--the same three men who would accompany him for prayer in Gethsemane (falling asleep both
times).  Nevertheless, the experience became a beacon for them, for God had entered their lives in an
unexpected way.  Are we ever aware that God enters our space at
specific times and places?  We, too, may have had our "Holy
Mountain" experiences, answered prayers, meaningful dreams,
thoughts or unexpected insights, but do we--should we--tell these
extraordinary experiences to each other?  What are we supposed to do
with them?  Dismiss the unexpected?  Deny that transcendence ever
happened, even when experiencing it?  The three disciples were not
prompted to do anything, only to be there, experience the event, and
it was assumed that the event would somehow transform their lives. 
We, like Peter, want to take action, but the profound awareness of
God entering our lives may best be understood as our being granted a
glimpse of God's glory which may then, somehow, become a beacon
in our lives.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
March 20 J. Evan Kreider Lectionary readings
March 27 Ajay Caleb Mission in a wireless world
April 3 Joe Heikman -
April 10 Janice Kreider -

Congregational Photo Board    You are especially invited to have your picture taken for our congregational
photo display in the hall.  Diane and Jonathan will update the photo board with your most flattering profile.
Get your shots taken now!

The Wider Church
MBMSI /  MB Mission    Andre & Olga Pritzkau are serving with MB Mission as pastoral couple
in a Berlin church plant.  Please pray for new strength and encouragement for the people in the church core.
Pray that God would fill up the inner well of each member every day. 

MCC   Maria Krause from Langley Mennonite (and a former Menno resident and sometime PGIMF
attender), is currently on assignment in Zambia serving with MCC's SALT program (Serve and Learn
Together). She recently wrote an excellent article in Canadian Mennonite magazine about the her experience
with the concept of "peace." You can access this article from MCC’s homepage http://bc.mcc.org  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

The Friday Group continues its

discussion of "The Naked

Anabaptist" this Friday. Please read

chapters, 7 & 8 with a focus on

chapter 8 - "Anabaptism Today."  

Held Friday, March 18 at 10:30 a.m.

at First Mennonite's education

building, 659 East 52 Avenue.

Parking is available between the

church and the education building. 

http://www.pgimf.org
http://bc.mcc.org


MCC/Ecoworks    Ecoworks Landscape Services Inc., a
wholly owned subsidiary of MCC BC, seeks a dedicated,
experienced professional to join our team as a Leadhand.
Please visit MCC ‘s website at www.findingyourway.ca  to
find details, a complete job description and instructions on
how to apply. 

Spring Cleaning?   Donate your new or gently used
kitchen essentials - pots & pans, cooking utensils, small
appliances, dish sets and cutlery to people in need in Metro
Vancouver.   Gather and Give receives, sorts and repacks
donations into Home Essential Kits for redistribution to
clients of over 150 referring organizations.   Please call
604-637-2250 for more information

Pacific Theatre    You are invited to the PT presentation of
“Jesus Hopped the A Train” a play by Stephen Guirgis,
featuring two men in solitary confinement on death row. 
One has found God, the other needs to find himself. 
Contemporary theatre featuring an intense portrait of life

behind bars.   Begins March 11  til April 2 , with preview March 10  at 8:00 pm. Tickets $27.50-$29.50,th nd th

Student/Senior $18.50-$21.50, and well worth it!

MHSBC presents an Otto Klassen film series featuring:
• Remembering Russia: 1914-1927 - War and the end of Mennonite Tranquility AND Remembering

Russia: 1928-1938 - Collectivization and Mass Arrest - Saturday March 12  at 7:00 p.m.th

• The Great Trek: 1939-1945_- Saturday April 16 at 7:00 pm
Both evenings at Columbia Bible College Chapel, 2940 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, BC. Admission is free
and donations gladly accepted. 

Lenten prayer series  Come join your neighbours in West Point Grey at noon each Wednesday during the
Lenten season for ½ hour of worship and prayer in the Pray For The World vigils.
• March 9  - St. Helen’s Anglican Church, 4405 W. 8  Aveth th

• March 16  - Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Catholic), 2465 Crown St.th

• March 23   - WPG United Church 4595 W. 8  Ave. (Hosted by University Hill congregation)rd th

• March 30  - Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11  Ave.th th

• April 6  - WPG Presbyterian, 4397 W. 12  Ave.th th

• April 13  - WPG United Church, 4595 W. 8  Aveth th

Entertainment and Edification    Henry Neufeld’s sharp eyes spotted a movie made popular at the
Vancouver Film Festival has returned this week to the Fifth Avenue Cinemas and is well worth your time. 
Of Gods and Men is about eight monks in Algeria, praying, farming and helping locals.  Then danger in the
form of a guerrilla group appears, and the monks are forced to deal with the threat of violence at more than a
theological level.

Reframe: Conversations on Faith and Life in a Complex World.  What does it mean to live authentically as
Christians today? From the dawn of creation to living in the city today, this 10 week course explores how God’s
story reframes everything. Seven Regent faculty members: Paul Williams, Iain Provan, Phil Long, Rikk Watts,
Ross Hastings, Don Lewis, and Bruce Hindmarsh.  will walk through the ‘Big Story’ of Scripture, how it shaped
historical Christian communities, and the implications for living today. The course is designed for small groups,
leadership teams, or friends seeking a deeper knowledge of faith and life together.  The course will involve
50-60 people in groups (5-12 people) from across Vancouver and the Lower Mainland.The course takes place
April 12 - June 14 in 14 sessions over 10 weeks (10 Tuesday evenings 7 – 9pm; plus 4 sessions Saturday, May
14, 9am – 4:30pm) Cost $290 (+HST) – registration is based on groups of 5-12 people registering together.  
Details and registration: http://marketplace.regent-college.edu/?p=789  

Dear Friends

Japan was hit by an earthquake and a

tsunami on Friday. There are 29 MB

churches and several MB Mission staff

throughout Japan. We have heard from our

staff members and they were not in the areas

directly impacted by the quake. Although

they felt the shaking there was no damage in

their immediate areas and they feel safe.  

 - Please pray for those that lost everything

   and especially those that lost loved ones.

 - Pray also for the Japan MB Churches as

    they seek to know how to respond to this

    tragedy.

Larry Neufeld.

Director, MB Missions  

http://www.findingyourway.ca
http://marketplace.regent-college.edu/?p=789
http://www.thirdway.com/wv/


John 16:20-22; v. 33

Then some of his disciples said to one another,17

‘What does he mean by saying to us, “A little
while, and you will no longer see me, and again a
little while, and you will see me”; and “Because I
am going to the Father”?’ They said, ‘What does18

he mean by this “a little while”? We do not know
what he is talking about.’ Jesus knew that they19

wanted to ask him, so he said to them, ‘Are you
discussing among yourselves what I meant when I
said, “A little while, and you will no longer see
me, and again a little while, and you will see me”?

Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn,20

but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but
your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in21

labour, she has pain, because her hour has come.
But when her child is born, she no longer
remembers the anguish because of the joy of
having brought a human being into the world. So22

you have pain now; but I will see you again, and
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your
joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing23

of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of
the Father in my name, he will give it to you.

Until now you have not asked for anything in my24

name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy
may be complete.  

[...]

 His disciples said, ‘Yes, now you are speaking29

plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we30

know that you know all things, and do not need to
have anyone question you; by this we believe that
you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do31

you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it32

has come, when you will be scattered, each one to
his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am
not alone because the Father is with me. I have33

said this to you, so that in me you may have peace.
In the world you face persecution. But take
courage; I have conquered the world!’     [NRSV]

John 19:28-34

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by17

himself, he went out to what is called The Place of
the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.

There they crucified him, and with him two18

others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them.

[...]

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus26

saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved
standing beside her, he said to his mother,
‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the27

disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that
hour the disciple took her into his own home.

 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now28

finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I

am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing29

there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When30

Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is
finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his
spirit. 

 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did31

not want the bodies left on the cross during the
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day
of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have
the legs of the crucified men broken and the
bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and32

broke the legs of the first and of the other who had
been crucified with him. But when they came to33

Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did
not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers34

pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood
and water came out.    [NRSV]



Isaiah 53:4-6

 Surely he has borne our infirmities4

   and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
   struck down by God, and afflicted.
 But he was wounded for our transgressions,5

   crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
   and by his bruises we are healed.
 All we like sheep have gone astray;6

   we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
   the iniquity of us all.    [NRSV]

Prayer of confession

Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you our reluctance to enter the wilderness places where we are
confronted with our true selves - where we are tempted to put worldly values before our desire for you.  When our
hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and doing your will: 

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the expense of serving others:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use sensational means to increase people’s faith, rather than  being guided by the
humility of Christ:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use bribery to influence and control people:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to manipulate you, O God, to satisfy our own needs:

Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

                 [A time of silence for personal confession]

Merciful God, save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. Forgive us our sins and fill us with the joy
and peace of your salvation. So strengthen us with your Spirit during this Lenten season that we put our whole
trust in you as confidently as Jesus did. This we pray in his name.  Amen 

Assurance of forgiveness

The Psalmist proclaims that when we confess our sins to God, we are forgiven, (Psalm 32:v.5) and the Apostle
Paul confirms this by reminding us that just as Adam’s sin led to condemnation for all, so one man’s - Jesus’ - act
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all (Romans 5:18).  And so I declare to you: In Jesus Christ we
are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.

http://www.liturgiesonline.com.au/liturgies/main/index.php?chtable=link4&PID=14&SID=&year=A



Revelations of Divine Love - Julian of Norwich
Reading 1

Chapter IV

And at the same time as I saw this corporeal sight,
our Lord showed me a spiritual sight of his
familiar love. . . . And in this he showed me
something small, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying
in the palm of my hand, and I perceived that it was
as round as any ball. I looked at it and thought:
What can this be? And I was given this general
answer: It is everything which is made. I was
amazed that it could last, for I thought that it was
so little that it could suddenly fall into nothing.
And I was answered in my understanding: It lasts
and always will, because God loves it; and thus
everything has being through the love of God. In

this little thing I saw three properties. The first is
that God made it, the second is that he loves it, the
third is that God preserves it.

. . .

and Chapter XV

And so our good Lord answered to all the
questions and doubts which I could raise, saying
most comfortingly in this fashion: I will make all
things well, I shall make all things well, I may
make all things well and I can make all things
well; and you will see that yourself, that all things
will be well. 

Revelations of Divine Love - Julian of Norwich
Reading 2

Chapter I

. . . I believed firmly in all Christ’s pains, as Holy
Church shows and teaches, and as paintings of the
Crucifixion represent, which are made by God’s
grace, according to Holy Church’s teaching, to
resemble Christ’s Passion, so far as human
understanding can attain. But despite all my true
faith I desired a bodily sight, through which I
might have more knowledge of our Lord and
saviour’s bodily pains, and of the compassion of
our Lady and of all his true lovers who were living
at that time and saw his pains, for I would have
been one of them and have suffered with them.

Chapter III

And at this, suddenly I saw the red blood trickling
down from under the crown, all hot, flowing
freely and copiously, a living stream, just as it
seemed to me that it was at the time when the
crown of thorns was thrust down upon his blessed
head. Just so did he, both God and man, suffer for
me. I perceived, truly and powerfully, that it was
himself who showed this to me, without any
intermediary; and then I said: Blessed be the Lord!


