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March 14 , 2010th

4  Sunday of Lentth

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this Sunday will be led by Janice, Kreider, who
is stepping in at the last minutes for Veronica Dyck who has struggled with a cold: we will be led in song by
Evan Kreider, accompanied by Ruth Enns, and Erika Hannan will be your usher.  Later we will hear from
Barbara Nickel whose message is entitled The Manger & the Basin based on John 13:3-8.   Please join us in the
lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note that arrangements
have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact
any other parent in the service, or any member of the church board for more information.  

Last Sunday One of our gentle gardeners, Janice Kreider, talked about sometimes removing trees from their yard
and the unproductive fig tree which produced no fruit.  The owner wanted it cut down. (Luke 13) The gardener
was reluctant to cut it down a three year old tree and pleaded for one more year, saying he’d like to dig the soil
and fertilize it. If after a year the tree produced no fruit, it could be cut down. Janice referred to the yeast parable
in the same chapter a small amount of yeast produces unexpected results.  Where is God in the fig tree story – the
landowner or the gardener? The landowner might represent an impatient absentee landlord. Janice noted that this
is an unfinished story, there’s no sequel from a year later to tell us how things turned out. It is story of hope, even
if faint hope. It’s also a story of patience and tolerance; sometimes we’re restless and want results now, when a
bit of nurturing might eventually produce fruit. (HN) 

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
March 21 Service of worship and praise Lent V
March 28 Rosie Perera Palm Sunday
April 4 Evan Kreider Easter Sunday service of singing
April 11 Joseph Dutko

The Wider Church
MBMSI  Andy & Carmen Owen 's prayers have been answered!  They were
able to bring home their adopted daughter, Eleanna in February. The adoption
is a miracle story of God's intervention and faithfulness. They are also
rejoicing in the many baptisms at the The Life Center, Angsila and Bethel
churches.  Praise God! 

Hope for Haiti Benefit Concert, organized by Doug Rempel, will benefit MCC's earthquake relief work in
Haiti. Heart to Heart, is an Abbotsford based organization that is also at work in Haiti providing care for orphans
and humanitarian aid for the area of Grand Goave, just outside of Port-au-Prince. Heart to Heart is sending
several containers of food and supplies to the area.  Both MCC and Heart to Heart decided to team up for the
concert when they realized they were working on the same idea. The event will be held at Abbotsford
Entertainment and Sports Centre (AESC) - 3380 King Road, and include concerts, silent auction, information
about MCC's work in Haiti and more. March 20th: 1-10 pm. Tickets range from $25-$50 available through
AESC; visit abbotsfordcentre.ca or call 1 866 977 AESC. For more info visit bc.mcc.org

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

PGIMF church board meeting 
Just a reminder to all board
members of the meeting this
Tuesday night at Janice’s.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Regent College Pastor’s Conference You are invited to attend Wonder and Devotion: Bringing Science and
Faith Together for the Church, a conference about science and theology for pastors. One of our evangelical
forefathers (Charles Hodge) believed theology and science to be the "twin daughters of heaven." This conference
is expressly for non-scientist pastors as well as the geeks, and aims to recover that which we have robbed
ourselves of - one of the "two books" by which God has revealed himself.  We hope through this conference to
recover that sense of wonder by reawakening the inquisitiveness and curiosity that ought to characterize us as
persons made in the image of God the Creator—commissioned to continue his creative work. This will equip us
to affirm the work of scientists as devotion, to invoke in our young people fearlessness about discovering all
reality, and spur our people on in fulfilling what it means to be humans fully alive living out the first great

mission given to all humans—the creation mandate. We
won't ignore the controversial matters, but above all we will
be about developing a way of being that is the heart of the
Gospel. Conference runs May 4-7, 2010 from 8:30 am to
3:00 pm each day and features Denis Alexander, Paul
Stevens, Alan Torrance, Paul S. Williams, Iain Provan,
Rikk E. Watts, Ross Hastings & Darrell W. Johnson. 
Register on-line now for early bird discount until March
19  ($320) or afterward until April 23 for $360.th

Subscribe to the Mennonite Church Canada News Service as a way to stay informed on this and other vital
stories and events in the life of the wider church. Follow this link to sign up - it takes only a few seconds:
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/subscribe/  

MCC is accepting donations for earthquake relief in Chile. While MCC does not have program or personnel in
Chile, MCC has allocated $150,000 for earthquake response which will be used by other agencies, including
colleague Anabaptist mission organizations to use these funds for Chile earthquake response. Cheques should be
made out to MCC BC and designated for Chile Earthquake Response and sent to Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T
3T8. Credit card donations can be made online at donate.mcc.org or when you call toll free at 1 888 622 6337.

John 13: 3-8

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things
under his power, and that he had come from God
and was returning to God; so he got up from the
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a
towel around his waist. After that, he poured
water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that
was wrapped around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord,

are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no
part with me.”     (NIV)

West Point Grey Lenten Prayer Vigils   The West Point Grey churches present an ecumenical Lenten
Prayer vigil series on Wednesdays at noon for 1/2 hour, each week at a different church in West Point Grey
and a different focus of prayer. Below is the schedule of services.

Mar 17 - noon WPG Presbyterian, 4397 W. 12th Ave.   The Work of KAIROS
Mar 24 - noon Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11th Ave.  Prayer for Haiti

All welcome to attend any or all sessions.

 {Name redacted} will return to the oncologist
shortly to deal with the challenging news that a
lymphoma in the abdomen will require treatment. 
 {names redacted for privacy} are grateful for
prayer received, and encourage you to remember
them in your own prayers.

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/subscribe/


Psalm 139: 7 –12 

Whither shall I go from thy Spirit?
Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
If I ascend to heaven, thou art there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, thou art there!
If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there thy hand shall lead me,

and thy right hand shall hold me.
If I say, ‘Let only darkness cover me, and the light
about me be night’
even the darkness is not dark to thee,
the night is bright as the day;
for darkness is as light with thee.    [RSV]

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were1

coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees2

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This
fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’

 So he told them this parable: [...]3

 Then Jesus* said, ‘There was a man who had11

two sons. The younger of them said to his father,12

“Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.” So he divided his property between
them. A few days later the younger son gathered13

all he had and travelled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. When he had spent everything, a severe14

famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired15

himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He16

would gladly have filled himself with the pods that
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said,17

“How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I18

will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to19

be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But20

while he was still far off, his father saw him and
was filled with compassion; he ran and put his

arms around him and kissed him. Then the son21

said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the father said to his slaves,22

“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let23

us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was24

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”
And they began to celebrate.

 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he25

came and approached the house, he heard music
and dancing. He called one of the slaves and26

asked what was going on. He replied, “Your27

brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and
sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go28

in. His father came out and began to plead with
him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all29

these years I have been working like a slave for
you, and I have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat so
that I might celebrate with my friends. But when30

this son of yours came back, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son,31

you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice,32

because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.” 

[NRSV]
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