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Lent IV

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Don Teichroeb;
Veronica Dyck will lead us in song, Cara Tweed will accompany at the piano, and Helmut Lemke  is your
usher.  Later we will be hearing from Kevin Hiebert, whose message is entitled Beyond belief: Trust in,
Adhere to and Rely on God's grace, based on the lectionary texts for today.  Please join us in the lounge after
the service for coffee and fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been
made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other
parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Last Sunday Santosh Nonan spoke on "Pondering the love
of God".  Psalm 107 begins and ends with thanksgiving, while the heart of
the poem presents four types of people living away from God and therefore
they are in need of God.  After identifying each type, the poem indicates
that even this type of person can turn to God and be helped.  The Psalm
considers people who are homeless (107.4-9); people dealing with exile
from God (10-16); people who are dying spiritually (17-22); people who
are well off and therefore want to maintain the status quo but whose lives
are in fact out of control (23-32).  Of course we, like these types of people,
try to hide our conditions, covering up the truth about ourselves.  In the
Psalm, each of these groups of people found that they could cry out to the
Lord, and that repentance led to forgiveness and true thankfulness.  The
lost needed a guide, the sick needed a healer . . . God addressed each
problem.  The Psalm does not suggest that we are saved by our own morality, but instead suggests that not
knowing our condition can be dangerous.  This recalls the story of Jesus contrasting the effectiveness of two
prayers, that given publicly by an unnamed self-righteous Pharisee praying without understanding the
seriousness of his needs, and that offered quietly and effectively from the depths of the soul seeking
forgiveness. [JEK]

PGIMF News
March 25 Joseph Dutko The Prodigal Son
April 1 John Friesen Atonement, Scapegoating & the Cross
April 8 Easter Sunday Service of Prayers and Carols
April 15 Carl Friesen 1  Sunday after Easterst

LThe Friday Group will meet this Friday at 10:00 at First Mennonite's Education building. Please read

chapter 9 of Soul Survivor, "As He Lay Dying" about John Donne.  Be prepared to discuss how your faith
has been stretched in the past decades.

Garden Party!    The yard needs a serious cleanup, and we’re just the people to do it!  Come with your
shovels, gloves and trowels to help Andrea Siemens blow out the weeds and bring in the beauty beginning at
9:30 am on Saturday March 24  at 545 Amess St. In New Westminster.   Coffee and snacks provided but inth

the best tradition of barn-raising please bring a potluck lunch to share with the others. 
  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck BBQ!
Please join us all next Sunday

for our Potluck Lunch and

End-of-Year Student BBQ. 

Bring a salad or desert as you

feel led, and come celebrate

the end of the school year

with farmer sausage and

veggie burgers hot from the

grille.  All welcome!  

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MB Mission  Blaine & Michelle Warner are serving in Burkina Faso.  Please pray for them as they work
with the Nanerige people, that they would develop deep friendships and have an effective ministry.  Pray that
they would be filled with love, and live a spirit-filled life that is an example to their team and people around
them.
MCC    MCC has launched a $500,000 Middle East Crisis appeal to assist partner organizations as they
provide humanitarian aid and build peace as violence spreads throughout the region. MCC will send food
and material aid to displaced Syrians and assist partners in strengthening their conflict prevention strategies
and disaster preparedness. To learn more and make a donation visit bc.mcc.org

Regent College   The Apprentice Conference, with James Bryan Smith is a one-day learning event that
invites you to explore how we apprentice to Jesus in our chaotic world.  J.B. Smith, joined by Gordon T.
Smith, will draw from his books, the Apprentice series, and the richness of scripture and the Christian
tradition, to empower you on your journey to apprentice the Savior. Cost $25 on Saturday April 14  fromth

9:00 am - 4:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College.  Register on-line at www.regent-college.edu or by phone
at 604-228-3279.   

Numbers 21:4-9

When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in1

the Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the way
of Atharim, he fought against Israel and took some
of them captive. Then Israel made a vow to the2

Lord and said, ‘If you will indeed give this people
into our hands, then we will utterly destroy their
towns.’ The Lord listened to the voice of Israel, and3

handed over the Canaanites; and they utterly
destroyed them and their towns; so the place was
called Hormah.

 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red4

Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people
became impatient on the way. The people spoke5

against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this
miserable food.’ Then the Lord sent poisonous6

serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
so that many Israelites died. The people came to7

Moses and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking
against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to
take away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed
for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a8

poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone
who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ So Moses9

made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would
look at the serpent of bronze and live.    [NRSV]

Abendmusik Lenten Vespers
Timothy Corlis, Conductor

Gerald Harder, Organist

You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's LentenVespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted choral singing,
congregational hymns, meditative responsive readings and prayers.  This year's Lenten Vespers will conclude
with a performance of Fauré's Requiem for choir and organ.

Please bring friends who appreciate this type of music and an opportunity for reflection--no applause, no
sermon, no announcements. During one hymn, an offering will be taken in support of the Choir and The Menno
Simons Centre, a residence for the 22 Christian university students attending Vancouver's various universities
and colleges.

Abbotsford
Saturday, March 31st, 2012, 8:00 pm
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church
3386 Mount Lehman Road

Vancouver
Sunday, April 1st, 2012, 8:00 pm
Knox United Church
5600 Balaclava at West 41st Avenue

http://www.bc.mcc.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org
http://www.regent-college.edu


Psalm 107:1-3,17-22

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
   those he redeemed from trouble
3 and gathered in from the lands,
   from the east and from the west,
   from the north and from the south. 

[...]

17 Some were sick through their sinful ways,

   and because of their iniquities endured affliction;
18 they loathed any kind of food,
   and they drew near to the gates of death.
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
   and he saved them from their distress;
20 he sent out his word and healed them,
   and delivered them from destruction.
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
   for his wonderful works to humankind.
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,
   and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.     [NRSV]

John 3:14-21

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know11

and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If I have told you about12

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one13

has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just14

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever15

believes in him may have eternal life.

 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only16

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world17

to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him. Those who believe in18

him are not condemned; but those who do not
believe are condemned already, because they have
not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

And this is the judgement, that the light has come19

into the world, and people loved darkness rather than
light because their deeds were evil. For all who do20

evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so
that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who21

do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 
   [NRSV]

Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in1 2

which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the3

passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh
and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath,
like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy,4

out of the great love with which he loved us even5

when we were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been

saved— and raised us up with him and seated us6

with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so7

that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have8

been saved through faith, and this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works,9

so that no one may boast. For we are what he has10

made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand to be our way of
life.     [NRSV]


