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March 20 , 2011th

Lent II

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Henry Neufeld, we will be led in
song by Deberah Shears, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher.  Later we will
hear a message from J. Evan Kreider on the lectionary texts for today particularly John 3:17.   Please join us in the
lounge afterward for coffee and goodies and fellowship. Parents with small children, please note arrangements
have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact
other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday    Hannah Dutko focused her message on the life of Julian of Norwich, (1342 – 1416) a medieval
woman, a mystic, and a religious writer. A recluse, she lived in a small cell in as an anchoress, a type of hermit
who lives in a cell attached to the church and engages in contemplative prayer. At age 30, suffering from a severe
illness and believing she was on her deathbed, she had a series of intense visions of Jesus, God and the devil. She
transcribed these visions in what is considered the first known autobiography by a woman. Twenty years later she
wrote another series of reflections on her visions. She wrote so that people might understand the love and
revelation of God. The times were difficult: the black death, the Roman church was in chaos (two popes) and
Wycliffe and Hus were emerging activists. Julian, in exploring the meaning
of suffering, rejects the idea of suffering caused by the devil; the devil seeks
to promote despair and doubt; but Christ’s passion has overcome evil.
Further, suffering is not punishment from God; Julian suggests a merciful
theology and hope in God’s power. Her writings suggest confidence that
God is at work. God answered her prayers by saying “I will make all things
well; and you will see that yourself, that all things will be well.” The
comment was made that it might be difficult to reassure people (“that all
things will be well”) when they are angry or seriously ill.  It is a message
that should given in hope, to someone we know well. (HN)

PGIMF News
March 27 Ajay Caleb Mission in a wireless world
April 3 Joe Heikman The God of Lost Causes
April 10 Janice Kreider Lectionary texts
April 17 Phil Shafran Interfaith Bridge-building

Congregational Photo Board    You are especially invited to have your picture taken for our congregational
photo display in the hall.  Diane and Jonathan will update the photo board with your most flattering profile. Get
your shots taken now!

The Wider Church
MBMSI /  MB Mission   Pray today for Alfredo and Sandra Beltran, serving as church planters with MB Mission
in Mexico, particularly Sandra as she has been experiencing some health problems. Pray that those in their gated
community would come to know Christ and pray that God will lead them to a location where the church will be
able to meet once they begin weekly worship services. 

MCC     is monitoring the situation in Japan following the powerful earthquake and subsequent tsunami that
struck the island nation last Friday.  MCC does not have staff or programs in Japan, but we are accepting
donations and these contributions will be forwarded to trusted MCC partners involved in relief and reconstruction
efforts in Japan. Donations should be made out to MCC BC and  marked for "Japan Earthquake" and send to our
office or can be made online at http://donate.mcc.org Please continue pray with us for those who have been
affected by this disaster. Updates can be found at http://bc.mcc.org  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck Sunday!
You are all invited to bring your

friends and your favourite dish

next Sunday to our regular

potluck lunch after the service 

Everyone welcome!

http://www.pgimf.org
http://bc.mcc.org
http://bc.mcc.org


MCC/Ecoworks    Ecoworks Landscape Services Inc., a wholly
owned subsidiary of MCC BC, is seeking a dedicated, experienced
professional to join our team as a Leadhand. Please visit our website
at www.findingyourway.ca for a detailed posting, complete job
description and instructions on how to apply.

MDS  sent investigators Glenn and Esther Buck to Newfoundland to
assess the need for a response to Hurricane Igor in Fall 2010.  The
majority of the damage was water damage due to run off, flooding
homes and washing out roads with some houses in several
communities deemed “uninhabitable” due to the extent of damage.
Other houses floated off their footings/foundations.  A number of
fishers experienced significant damage to their business.  Local Atlantic Canada MDS volunteers partnered with
Samaritan’s Purse, Christian Reformed WRC, Christian Disaster Response and the St. Peter’s Anglican Local
Long Term Recovery Committee.  Additional help has been requested from MDS for long term recovery and
rebuilding.  The MDS Region V Board has approved an MDS regional response, starting this spring. 
MDS’s response is for three new house builds (MDS house plans) to start, as well as repairs to others.  Start Date
– May 1, 2011 (short term volunteers) at  Project Site – Catalina, NL.  MDS seeks groups maximum 10, with a
ratio of 1:2 unskilled to skilled persons, for minimum 2 week terms due to distant location and cost.  AS well,
MDS seeks a long termp project director, office manager, and cook.  Please call 1-866-261-1274 if you are able to
help.  If you would like to support this response financially, please send your donations  marked “Atlantic Canada
Response” to: Mennonite Disaster Service, 6A -1325 Markham Rd., Winnipeg, MB  R3T4J6  or online at
www.mds.mennonite.net 

Pacific Theatre    You are invited to the PT presentation of “Jesus Hopped the A Train” a play by Stephen
Guirgis, featuring two men in solitary confinement on
death row.  One has found God, the other needs to find
himself.  Contemporary theatre featuring an intense
portrait of life behind bars.   Begins March 11  til Aprilth

2 , with preview March 10  at 8:00 pm. Tickets $27.50-nd th

$29.50, Student/Senior $18.50-$21.50, and well worth it!

Music mission Kiev   Central Heights Church presents
Dr. Wes and Kim Janzen, John Thiessen, Carmen Fast,
Trinity Western University Choir, Alison Nystrom,
Aylaung Wang in a worship service called "Choosing the
way of love and forgiveness; stories from the former
Soviet Union." Pictures, video clips, testimonies and
preaching will communicate something of what God is
now doing in the former Soviet Union through the
ministry of Music Mission Kiev.  Sunday, March 27,
6:30-8:30 pm, Central Heights Church, Abbotsford.

Blog of the week

Mennonite Church Canada Moderator

Willard Metzger, formerly of World

Vision Canada, has a new blog sharing

information about what it is to be

church and leader at the congregational,

regional, and national levels. 

http://willardmetzger.blogspot.com/ 

Lenten prayer series  
Come join your neighbours in West Point Grey at noon each Wednesday during the Lenten season for ½
hour of worship and prayer in the Pray For The World vigils.
• March 9  - St. Helen’s Anglican Church, 4405 W. 8  Aveth th

• March 16  - Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Catholic), 2465 Crown St.th

• March 23   - WPG United Church 4595 W. 8  Ave. (Hosted by University Hill congregation)rd th

• March 30  - Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11  Ave.th th

• April 6  - WPG Presbyterian, 4397 W. 12  Ave.th th

• April 13  - WPG United Church, 4595 W. 8  Aveth th

Thanksgiving
Periodically, we receive letters of thanks for
donations our church makes to agencies we
support.  Here, we reproduce one such hand-
written note from Regent College for our gift of
$500.  

Dear Fellow Brother/Sister in Christ,
Thank you for your financial

contribution and prayer support.  I am
Magdalene and am here with my husband Wei-
en from Singapore.  Because of your generosity,
I am able to study alongside my husband at a
reduced cost with the spousal benefit.  I have
been blessed in my learning and experience
here in Regent.  Than you for blessing me and
many others so that we can be a blessing to
others when we eventually return to Singapore
to serve our local church and the world.  

In Him, Mag

http://willardmetzger.blogspot.com/


Genesis 12:1-4a

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your1

country and your kindred and your father’s house to
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a2

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will3

bless those who bless you, and the one who curses

you I will curse; and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.’

 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot4

went with him.    [NRSV] 

Psalm 121
Assurance of God’s Protection

A Song of Ascents.
 I lift up my eyes to the hills—1

   from where will my help come?
 My help comes from the Lord,2

   who made heaven and earth.

 He will not let your foot be moved;3

   he who keeps you will not slumber.
 He who keeps Israel4

   will neither slumber nor sleep.

 The Lord is your keeper;5

   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
 The sun shall not strike you by day,6

   nor the moon by night.

 The Lord will keep you from all evil;7

   he will keep your life.
 The Lord will keep8

   your going out and your coming in
   from this time on and for evermore.     [NRSV]

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham,1

our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham2

was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. For what does the3

scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now to one who4

works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. But to one who without works trusts5

him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned
as righteousness. So also David speaks of the6

blessedness of those to whom God reckons
righteousness irrespective of works:
‘Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven,7 

   and whose sins are covered;
 blessed is the one against whom the Lord will not8

reckon sin.’

 Is this blessedness, then, pronounced only on the9

circumcised, or also on the uncircumcised? We say,
‘Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.’

How then was it reckoned to him? Was it before or10

after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but
before he was circumcised. He received the sign of11

circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he
had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The
purpose was to make him the ancestor of all who
believe without being circumcised and who thus

have righteousness reckoned to them, and likewise12

the ancestor of the circumcised who are not only
circumcised but who also follow the example of the
faith that our ancestor Abraham had before he was
circumcised.

 For the promise that he would inherit the world13

did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be14

the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For15

the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,
neither is there violation.

 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that16

the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to
all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, ‘I17

have made you the father of many nations’)—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed18

that he would become ‘the father of many nations’,
according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your
descendants be.’     [NRSV]



John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a1

leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and2

said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’
Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one3

can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can4

anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no5

one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is6

flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not7

be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born
from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and8

you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said9

to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered10

him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not

understand these things?

 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know11

and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. If I have told you about12

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one13

has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just14

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever15

believes in him may have eternal life.

 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only16

Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world17

to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.    [NRSV]

STS #59  -  From Ashes To The Living Fount




