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March 21, 2004 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 
Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning our service takes the form of a 
memorial to Bert McGee, a long-time member of PGIMF who passed away recently.  Our worship leader today is 
Andre Pekovich; Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. 
Laura Soon is charge of Sunday School, and Janice Kreider will be with the toddlers. Jeff Schultz will be with the 
intermediate classes. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship.  
 
Last Sunday:  On March 14, Steve Hochstettler-Shirk (MCC-Ukraine) spoke on “Conform or transform?”  
(Romans 12:1-18). Paul asks what it means to be a Christian in today’s society. It is too tempting to use the world 
as our model, so in which respects might we be different from the world? For instance, Christians in the Soviet 
Union were not even allowed to do charitable work openly, attend university or obtain certain jobs. The costs for 
non-conformity were tremendous. We do not suffer as they did, yet we conform far more readily. MCCers in 
Russia do not conform to the expectations for foreign church workers (rather than being only theoretical and 
evangelical, the MCCers are practical and life their lives as examples). Steve told of his own father, a builder, 
who was quite poor because he was not paid for one large job. Nevertheless, he took needy people into his home 
readily and regularly. He sought to transform the world by acting in ways which did not put his financial aims 
ahead of people’s needs. Another way of stating it is, “Do not let the world squeeze you into its mould.”  [JEK] 
 
Two Sundays ago:   On March 7, 2004, Jeff Imbach spoke on “Spiritual Disciplines” . To some, daily spiritual 
discipline comes fairly easily, to others it is a tremendous struggle followed inevitably by defeat. Galatians 5:22-
23 and 1 Peter 1:5-9 speak of the fruits of the Spirit of God, but we so often fail to work at them. Jeff suggested 
that for Lent we try developing new attitudes, embracing a life-giving approach to Spiritual Development.  
Assume, for example, that God is already with us and they we only need to be open to God. Assume that Spiritual 
Development can involve any choice we make or habits we form. Can we learn to ‘see God’  in a flower, in awe, 
and be slightly transformed by the experience? Even in cooking, smelling the herbs, we can encounter God’s 
wonders. Reading scripture leads to God if we experience it rather than simply ‘consume’  it. We can also take a 
step towards Spiritual Development by saying ‘no’  to a crammed schedule, or by turning off the car radio during 
Lent (so we can think in relative peace). Spiritual Development can become the intersection between God’s 
presence and our unique experience. [JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 

 
 
Call for Nominations     In preparation for the PGIMF Annual General Meeting on Sunday, April 25th, the 
nominations committee is seeking to fill several church offices.  There is a list of positions to be filled in your 
mailboxes.  Please take some time to consider if you or someone you know is admirably suited to one of them and 
don’ t hesitate to put names forward.  And...please don’ t run when we tap you on the shoulder 

 
 
Ukrainian Easter Eggs   Last chance to sign-up for the workshop in making those incredibly detailed Ukrainian 
Easter Eggs with Louise Klippenstein.  Louise has been running these workshops for many years, and many 
PGIMF families have her to thank for the beautiful decorations in their homes. March 28 is the only day left. 
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Upcoming speakers 
March 28   Walter Bergen    Lent V and End-of-Year Barbeque 
April 4    Paul Thiessen    Lent VI 
April 11   Easter Sunday    Liturgical Service and Paska breakfast 
April 18   Kevin Hiebert 
 
Abendmusik   Lenten Vespers - Saturday April 3 at 8:00 pm in Abbotsford at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 
and Sunday April 4th at 8:00 pm at Knox United church 
 
Your help is welcome after coffee to dispatch a mailing for the next Abendmusik concert.  Please gather in the 
lounge when you see the envelopes appear and lend your hands to the task.   
 

 AGM Reports 
In preparation for our upcoming Annual General Meeting on April 25th, would all church officers or 
anyone who has a position within the church please submit reports to the Congregational Coordinator, 
Andre Pekovich either in the mailbox or by e-mail in any format by April 15th.  This will allow for 
printed copies to be available the week before the meeting. And keep that Sunday free - pizza lunch 
between the service and the meeting! 
 
Intentionally sociable   An evening of intentional conversation between the younger and older adults will take 
place on 5:30 pm on Sunday, March 28 at Herb Reesor's home. We'll come together for a meal and have an 
opportunity to hear life stories and ask questions of one another.  
 
Barbeque-Potluck lunch next week, to celebrate the end of the term for students at the Menno Simons Centre.  
Yes, we know it’ s early - classes don’ t actually end until the first week of April, but April has several events 
already like Easter Sunday breakfast and the Congregational Meeting, so it was decided to have the barbeque 
early. Mennonite sausage and veggie burgers on a bun provided; please bring a dessert or salad to contribute. 
 
The Wider Church 
 
MC Canada   Thank-you for your generous gifts to Mennonite Church Canada ministries.  Congregations and 
individuals gave a total of $3.9 million - 99.8% of budgeted donations for the fiscal year ending January 31. Your 
gifts combined with conservative spending resulted in a surplus of $125,000 that will be used to replenish 
reserves drawn down last year. Thank-you! 
 
Regent College   Dr. Roy Bell of Carey Hall will be featured at the next of a series of free lectures The topic is In 
Five Minutes or Less: Pastoral Care in a Postmodern World.  Wednesday March 24th at 7:30 pm in the Regent 
Chapel, with a booksigning by Dr. Bell afterward. According to Roy Bell, "the history of pastoral ministry is 
littered with the casualties of highly intelligent pastors who were unable to relate to or understand ordinary 
people." What can be done?  Through personal anecdotes, sample conversations and a self-test, readers will learn 
how to avoid common conversational pitfalls, and develop skills that enable them to minister more effectively 
through the art of brief, but effective conversation.  
  
Regent College   A free lecture and screening of Bonhoeffer: Film & Dialogue.  A discussion on Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer with John Conway and Charles Ringma will follow the viewing of the 2003 documentary directed by 
Martin Doblmeier. Thursday, March 25 12:00pm in the Regent Chapel. 
 
Jazz in the Chapel will happen at Marineview Chapel, 4000 W 41st Avenue, Sunday, March 28th, from 2:00 PM 
- 4:00PM. The concert features Rick Reynolds on standup Bass, his son Daniel on piano, John York on guitar, 
Jesse Bowen on drums and Alex Kee on sax. Refreshments to follow. No need to reserve, just show up. 
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The MCC Store Easter Bake Sale at the Fraser Street Store will be on Wednesday April 7th . People are asked to 
drop baking off by 9AM. Especially popular at this time of year is “ “Paska””  and buns.  For more information 
please call Charlotte (Lottie) at Peace Mennonite Church at (604) 278-0111. 
 
Assets Vancouver   We are looking for new students for our next class starting April 15th. If you need any 
brochures, posters or just some additional information, call Carol Andres at  604-329-9500 or 604-708-0448. 
 
Biblical Museum of Canada  Vision Luncheon-Sunday March 21 1-3 pm VPL Main library  (lower level) 
featuring Dr. J.I. Packer.  Over the past 35 years Dr. Fred Metzger has gathered 2000 museum pieces from 100 
museums around the world and now the time has come to create a permanent location for this epic project. Come 
to this vision luncheon and hear about how the past will transform the future. Reply to Greg Gerrie [e-mail 
available by request] 604 729 6999. Cost $25 www.biblicalmuseum.com 
 
Gallery 7 Theatre   The 13th annual spring production , Driving Miss Daisy by Alfred Uhry got off to an 
excellent start this past weekend, bringing in nearly full audiences for each of the three performances. Feedback 
so far has been excellent.  Youare invited to come out to the production in Abbotsford as there are a number of 
tickets still left for several performances. Tickets can be reserved by calling the reservation line at 604-504-5922 
or by going to the website at  www.gallery7theatre.com. 
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Psalm 90  
  

A prayer of Moses the man of God 
 
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place  throughout all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born  or you 
brought forth the earth and the world,  from everlasting to everlasting you are God.   3 You turn men back to dust,  
saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men."  4 For a thousand years in your sight  are like a day that has just gone by,  
or like a watch in the night.  5 You sweep men away in the sleep of death;  they are like the new grass of the 
morning-  6 though in the morning it springs up new,  by evening it is dry and withered.   7 We are consumed by 
your anger  and terrified by your indignation.  8 You have set our iniquities before you,  our secret sins in the light 
of your presence.  9 All our days pass away under your wrath;  we finish our years with a moan.  10 The length of 
our days is seventy years-  or eighty, if we have the strength;  yet their span is but trouble and sorrow,  for they 
quickly pass, and we fly away.   11 Who knows the power of your anger?  For your wrath is as great as the fear 
that is due you.  12 Teach us to number our days aright,  that we may gain a heart of wisdom.   13 Relent, O LORD 
! How long will it be? Have compassion on your servants.  14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,  
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,  for 
as many years as we have seen trouble.  16 May your deeds be shown to your servants,  your splendor to their 
children.   17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;  establish the work of our hands for us-  yes, 
establish the work of our hands.  
 
 
 
 
 

1Peter 1:3-9    
 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, 

spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 


