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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service will be led by Evan Kreider, Veronica
Dyck will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher.  Later we will
hear from Paul Thiessen who will be speaking on the passage Numbers from the lectionary .  Although parents are

requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish

to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you

child is ready for sitting or instruction from one of our many angels who are called to care.   Please join us in the
lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday     On the Ides of March, Connie Siedler was our guest speaker. Connie is from Germany, lives at the
Menno Simons Centre and studies theology at Regent College. Although we just celebrated Christmas recently,
with all its customary bright lights, colours and feasts, we need to remember that Jesus was born into a poor
family at a time when the Jews were really suffering. The Book of Lamentations had already explored the
overwhelming sense of loss the Jews felt while living under foreign occupation and suffering the destruction of
their capital city, temple, culture and self respect. Within Lamentations, just as the brief book reaches its apex,
there are words of hope (ch. 3.21-26) which proclaim God as the Lord of hope and as the God who both punishes
and remains faithful to humanity, even while being rejected by them. Real life is not like e-mail or air travel, both
of which would seem to be instantaneous to people living centuries ago. In real life, we often need to wait,
patiently and quietly. We of course prefer to be active, even
proactive, but for many situations in life, prolonged times of
waiting can neither be rushed nor shortened by anything we
do. The Psalmists compared this to someone waiting
for--yearning for--the dawn. Lamentations tells us that our
waiting can indeed be accompanied by hope, regardless of
how difficult our situation may seem. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
March 29 Karl Brown Lent V/ End of year BBQ
April 5 Gerald Neufeld Palm Sunday
April 12 Service of singing Easter Sunday
April 19 Rosie Perera Revelation

A NOTE OF THANKS from Hilda to all my friends at PGIMF who have shown such love and care to me during
my illness this past winter. I was really touched with all the phone calls, visitations, gifts of delicious food, kind
notes and prayers in my behalf when I was stuck at home with a heavy cast on my broken ankle. This past week I
am happy to report that I was able to shed my air cast and am now learning to walk again. Gradually I’ll gain
strength and in time I hope to see you all at church and enjoy your fellowship again. Gratefully - Hilda

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

(((( Potluck!  Don’t forget potluck lunch next

week!  Bring as you are led...and please bring
enough for everyone and a little extra!  Guests
are always welcome - don’t forget to invite them!
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Edward is recovering at home from hip replacement surgery, and is doing well.  He and Frieda thank everyone for
the many good wishes and prayers they have received.

LNominations requested for church positions! New attenders are especially welcome nominate others or

themselves. Please see Erna Friesen, Andre Pekovich or Henry Neufeld with your suggestions.  Now is also the
time to start thinking about reports from all church officers for our AGM at the end of April.

The Wider Church

MBMSI    Barbara Block is a missionary in India teaching at Kodaikanal International School and serving at the
Bethania Home for Children. Pray that God will continue to fill her with compassion. As Barbara expresses her
faith in word and deed, pray that many people will respond by choosing to follow Jesus.

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2009: University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon
June 4, 2009: Conference for Ministers

June 5-7, 2009: Mennonite Church Canada Annual Delegate Assembly 
The dates for the assembly are indeed earlier than normal this year; June 5-7, 2009, to enable as many people
as possible to attend Mennonite World Conference Assembly in Paraguay this summer.  So this year’s
abbreviated Assembly is based on the theme Living Inside Out (Colossians 3:12-17), and will reflect on our
ministry together as God's People. 

Together we will:
• Learn and discuss how to strengthen our voice for peace in the public square;
• Understand and discuss issues of church growth and health;
• Strengthen our capacity to interpret God's Word;
• Engage in the routine but important ministry-enabling business of the church.

It is anticipated that up to 500 persons coming to Saskatoon. It will be an inspiring time of fellowship and
discernment, and your congregation is invited to be present. Please send the maximum number of delegates.
Tap the shoulders of youth and young adults from your congregation and invite them to attend as apprentices
to each of your delegates. Invite all your committee chair persons. 

 At Abbotsford 2007, Mennonite Church Canada delegates passed a resolution asking MC Canada to find ways
to reduce the environmental impact of our annual delegate assemblies. To meet that objective, we are as much
as possible, choosing electronic distribution for assembly information. A link to the electronic copy the
registration booklet for these events is found at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/695 and feel free to post it on
line to your area church or congregational web site. Online registration will be available soon.

Those who prefer to submit a hard copy paper registration may print and complete pages 11-14 of the booklet.
Those who do not have access to electronic options are encouraged to request paper copies of the registration
packet by calling 1-866-888-6785. A regular mailing of the registration material, advance resolutions request,
and delegate certificate will be in your church office early next week. 

For further information or details contact:

• Karen Peters: 204-888-6781 or 1-866-888-6785, ext. 132 
• Elsie Rempel: 204-888-6781 or 1-866-888-6785, ext. 114

This week is the second-to-last in the series of ecumenical Lenten Prayer vigils sponsored by the West Point
Grey Churches.  They are held on Wednesdays at noon for 1/2 hour, each week at a different church in West
Point Grey.  This week’s vigil is held at St. Helen's (Anglican), 4405 West 8th Ave. On Wednesday March
25th and features the theme of  the homeless.  Next week’s will be on April 1 at  WPG Baptist Church, and
will feature the theme of family brokenness/domestic violence.  All are welcome to any and all of these
events.



MCC  As with many individuals and organizations, MCC has been affected by difficult financial times; donations
are down. We are making cuts across the board to programs and administration here at home and internationally.
For many, the hopes and dreams of a better life depend on the kindness and compassion of people like you. Help
MCC meet its commitment to feed the hungry, comfort the afflicted, send children to school, build peaceful
communities and respond to natural disasters. For more information visit mcc.org/donate or mcc.org/bc and click
on the 'Now More Than Ever' link, or call our office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337.

Summer Employment Opportunity: looking for a fun summer at the same time as gaining skills that will help
build your resume? Bethesda Christian Association has summer positions available in Abbotsford offering
valuable training and experiences that will greatly contribute to your future employability. Responsibilities include
supporting children and adults with disabilities in day and overnight camp programs. Applicants must be students,
19 years of age and older and must be able to obtain a Class 4 Driver’s License. Rate of pay: $13/hr. Deadline for
resumes is April 24, 2009.  For further information phone Darlys at 604-850-6604. www.BethesdaBC.com

Place of Refuge Update: Volunteers Needed Now – Here are some projects you can help with: dry walling,

interior painting, finish carpentry, cleaning inside and out and yard work for those with a green thumb. We are
also looking for someone interested in taking ownership of the garden and all the upkeep, this would be a great job
for a small group of people. If you have questions or interested in volunteering, please call the project manager,
Daniel Kliewer:( phone number available from webmaster) or the chairman of the board, Erich Krause: (phone
number available from webmaster)

CMU School of Peacebuilding Join local, national and international practitioners and students of peace, justice
and development at the first annual Canadian School of Peacebuilding to be held at Canadian Mennonite
University (CMU) in Winnipeg, MB, June 29 to July 10, 2009. Two 5-day sessions, each with two courses
running concurrently, will be offered for academic credit or for training for practitioners. Lean about Frameworks

and Foundations of Conflict Transformation with Dave Dyck, Poets, Prophets and Music of Social Justice with
John Bell (Iona Community) and Irma Fast Dueck (CMU), Truthtelling and Peace (from South Africa’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission) with Piet Meiring, University of Pretoria.  For more information, go to
www.cmu.ca/csop or e-mail (available from webmaster) 

Regent College Pastors' Conference,
May 5-8, 2009 The Pastor as Preacher

featuring Earl Palmer, Fleming Rutledge
and Darrell Johnson.  This conference
focuses on the most public work pastors
are called to do‚ preach! Featuring
plenary sessions and small seminars,
two seasoned preachers from different
ecclesiastical traditions as plenary
preachers—Earl Palmer and Fleming
Rutledge - will demonstrate creative
exposition and winsome ways of
connecting with culture. Then, following each plenary presentation, Darrel Johnson will facilitate in-depth
interaction with each preacher: exploring the forms, illustrations and directions taken by each.  The seminars, led
by working pastors and those training pastors, will include topics ranging from use of illustration to the renewal of
Biblical languages for preaching.  Register now at www2.regent-college.edu  or by phone at 604-224-3245 til
April 24, discounts for students, seniors, couples.

Numbers 21:4-9

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red
Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people
became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke

against God and against Moses, ‘Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this

Columbia Bible College is conducting research from students,
alumni and pastoral leaders to identify programs and training
opportunities that meet congregational leadership needs.  Your
participation in the following survey is much appreciated. 
Responses are confidential, and will only be used to make decisions
about future programming at CBC.  To participate, please click on 
www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=g58d1vPJaZf3AvUJPb_2fkW
g_3d_3d and take ten minutes to answer the questions to assist CBC
with strategic planning in the years to come. 



miserable food.’ 6Then the Lord sent poisonous
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so
that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses
and said, ‘We have sinned by speaking against the Lord
and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the
serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people.
8And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous

serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten
shall look at it and live.’ 9So Moses made a serpent of
bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent
bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.    [NRSV]

John 3:14-21

11 ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.

17 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are
not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in
the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the
judgement, that the light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds
have been done in God.’    [NRSV]

Psalm 107:1-3 and 17-22

1O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.
2Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
   those he redeemed from trouble
3and gathered in from the lands,
   from the east and from the west,
   from the north and from the south. 

17Some were sick through their sinful ways,
   and because of their iniquities endured affliction;
18they loathed any kind of food,
   and they drew near to the gates of death.
19Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
   and he saved them from their distress;
20he sent out his word and healed them,
   and delivered them from destruction.
21Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
   for his wonderful works to humankind.
22And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,
   and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.    [NRSV] 


