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not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

http://mennonerds.com

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

March 23rd,  2014
Lent III

Marianna Harris - Genesis

Worship leader: Walter Driedger Song Leader: J. Evan Kreider
Accompanist: J. Evan Kreider Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Kevin Hiebert moved past the labels we’re all identified by to
describe himself in terms of the paths we follow.  Launching from a blog
post by “Abnormal Anabaptist’ Robert Martin (found on the MennoNerds
network of Anabaptist bloggers and social gladiators), Kevin focussed not
on his own characteristics nor his own accomplishments, but on his journey
with Jesus.  Kevin reminded us of Troy Terpstra’s comments the previous
week on choosing a spiritual director by seeking out masters in the
Christian virtues who gained that standing not through anointing, but
through effort, learning and practice - ‘the fruit of craft’.  Kevin gave
examples of such modelling from his own life in neighbourhood friends
who blessed those around them when tragedy struck, to fellow students /
residents at the Menno Simons Centre, whose valuable friendship taught
Kevin many important lessons not found in the curriculum at UBC.  Kevin’s
appreciation for poetry, choral music and the joys of rural land, arose not
out of his desires to learn about them, but from the journey with others who were inspired to teach
and lead, just as Peter did, despite his imperfections. Importantly, Kevin pointed out the pitfall of
being a “consumer” of church as noted by Christopher Smith on www.Patheos.com which requires no
active participation, and this lesson, taken to heart, provided the motivation for Kevin to teach others
in Lithuania at a Christian college there, with the support from others in the Christian community.  As
God gathered the tribes of Israel to make them a people and turned them into a “demonstration plot
for what God intends for all humanity and all creation (Slow Church: Cultivating Community in the
Patient Way of Jesus - Christopher Smith), Kevin allowed God to lead him to a people who help light
his path, despite his preference for ‘singing choruses off the wall’.  Kevin is inspired by the example of
the most recent Pope whose “examples of simplicity, austerity and humility” reflect a lifetime of
“observing the values of the... gospel” rather than those of the world.  Kevin ended with Robert
Martin’s words:; “I aim to BE a Christian.... I am a disciple, a sojourner, a man on a mission....  I am not
a Christian.  But by the grace of God, I will be more like Christ every day.”  So may we all.   [AP]

PGIMF News
March 30th Susan Hackett Faith Development
April 6 Brent Siemens Lent V
April 13 John Klassen Palm Sunday
April 20 Easter Readings and Hymns Easter Sunday

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)
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Some things to do during Lent:
• Do an in-depth study of a difficult book in the Bible, one you have wanted to ignore (do it all

on your own without access to the varied opinions online)
• Divide your rhubarb clump
• Beg or borrow a good pair of binoculars: notice something avian
• Darn some socks
• Shower less, shampoo less, look in the mirror less
• Wear the same clothes six days in a row
• Put money aside to purchase beautiful new clothes from a thrift shop for everyone in your

household for Easter Sunday
written by Victoria poet Hannah Main-van der Kamp.  (In Geez magazine)

Holding our World in Prayer - Ecumenical Lenten Prayer Service
Join the churches of West Point Grey for six weeks of prayer for ourselves, our neighbours and
the world during Lent.  Each service is held at a different church in West Point Grey on
Wednesdays and begins at noon for 30 minutes.  Bring your neighbours to this ecumenical time.
• March 26 PG Inter-Mennonite Fellowship 11th at Crown St.
• April 2 West Point Grey United  8th at Tolmie St.

O PGIMF AGM   PGIMF will hold its Annual General Meeting after the service on April 27th,

following the pizza lunch.  This is the time for all church offices to begin to submit their reports to the
Congregational Coordinator for inclusion in the book. 

(  Potluck BBQ     All are invited to attend the church end of year potluck barbeque next Sunday at

the Menno Simons Centre.  Farmer sausage and veggie burgers provided, please bring a salad or
dessert to share with everyone and all the students who will be there.

Wider Church
MCC     The MCC BC End Abuse Program supports families impacted by abuse in their relationships
with individual and group support for women experiencing abuse in their intimate relationship, and 
accountability groups for men who want to learn healthier ways of being in relationship. Training for
professionals and support group facilitators as well as education and awareness-raising of issues of
abuse in churches and pastoral training on dynamics of abuse in the home and the church are also
undertaken.  For more information, contact Elsie Goerzen at MCC at 604-850-6639.

Regent College   The Regent College free public lectures picks up again with Iain Provan speaking
on his forthcoming book, Seriously Dangerous Religion: What the Old Testament Really Says and
Why it Matters.  With atheists cherry-picking from the OT for cheap laughs, Provan takes on 10
fundamental questions about the OT and describes in detail why they remain important theologically. 
A book signing will follow the talk.  Tuesday March 25th at 7:30 pm in the Chapel at Regent.  Come
early for a good seat.

Regent College Redux    Return again on Thursday March 27th to Regent College to hear Gordon
Smith speaking on The Sanctification Gap: Is the Church Committed to Spiritual Maturity?  Gordon
Smith explores the goal of the Christian Life after conversion and discusses his new book Called to be
Saints.  7:30 in the Chapel at Regent.



MCBC you are invited to the MCBC Indigenous Relations Fundraising Concert and Storytelling with
Brander McDonald.  This continues MCBC’s work of building healthy and healing relationships with
our indigenous neighbours.  Dessert and fellowship will follow the event.  April 5 at 7:00 pm at Eben
Ezer Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor St., Abbotsford).  More information available at 
http://www.mcbc.ca/ai1ec_event/mcbc-indigenous-relations-fundraiser /?instance_id=68

Mennonite Men  an event organized by Youth and Young Adult Pastor Craig Thiessen, invites you to
consider who represents the kind of man you want to become 5, 10 20 even 50 years from now, or
whether you are the type of person that young Christian men seek to be like.   An exploration on 
becoming the man you want to be, and being the man others want to become.  May 17th, from 8:00
am - 11:30 am, breakfast included at Peace Mennonite Church (11571 Daniels Rd, Richmond).  Please
reply to Clarence Yip at (E-mail available from webmaster).  $35  

Genesis 12:1-3

1Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your
country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I
will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.’    [NRSV]

Amos 5: Selected verses

4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel:
Seek me and live; 

[..]
  7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
   and bring righteousness to the ground! 

[..]
10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
   and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
11 Therefore, because you trample on the poor
   and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
   but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
   but you shall not drink their wine. 
  12 For I know how many are your transgressions,
   and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
   and push aside the needy in the gate. 
13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such
       a time;

   for it is an evil time. 

[..]
15 Hate evil and love good,
   and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
   will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

[..]
21 I hate, I despise your festivals,
   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings
    and grain-offerings,
   I will not accept them;
    and the offerings of well-being of your fatted
    animals
   I will not look upon. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
   I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

[NRSV]



Psalms for Praying
by Nan Merrill

Psalm 51 selected verses

Lead me in the paths of justice, guide my steps on paths of peace….

For I keep company with fear, and 
Dwell in the house of ignorance…
Therefore teach me the wisdom of the heart.

Forgive all that binds me in fear.
That I might radiate love….

Then I will teach others your ways,
And prisoners of fear will return to You.

Deliver me from addictions of society
 O Healer of souls

Keep me from temptation
That I may tell of your justice and mercy.

Let the nations turn from war 
And encourage one another as good neighbours.

O blessed and compassionate friend
Melt our hearts of stone

Break through the fears 
That lead us into darkness and

Guide our steps towards the way of peace.

Blessed Are Those Who are Called 
Linnea Good, ©Borealis Music, Momentary Saints

Blessed are those who are called to the table
This meal rich and simple to nourish and heal
Blessed are those who have 
            folded the napkins
Set out the water, and tended the meal.
Blessed are those, Candle in hand,
Blessed are those who serve 

Blessed are those who are called to the table
The children out playing in sun sinking low
The ones who stand close 
     by the cook and the fire
The friend and the neighbour,
     the one we don’t know
Blessed are those, towel in hand,
Blessed are those who sing grace

Blessed are those who are called to the table
The one who has hurt you, 
the one who is wrong
The ones unrepentant, unworthy, ungrateful 
The ones who come early, 
            stay late and too long
Blessed are those, apron in hand,
Blessed are those who know

Blessed are those who are called to the table
This banquet of plenty 
     where God’s loving abounds
Let all of Creation, in serving and sharing,
Rejoice at this table the whole world around
And blessed is God!
And blessed are we! Blest be this Table for All.


