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The Sixth Sunday of Lent (Palm Sunday), March 24, 2002 

Today:  Welcome to our worship service.  Rebecca Sack will be speaking on the theme, 
Choosing to see Jesus or choosing blindness: blind Bartimaus and the entry into Jerusalem, 
based on Mark 10:32-45.  You are welcome to remain for coffee after the service. 

Last Sunday:  Mark Greenstreet spoke on St. Mark 10:32-45, the story in which James and John 
asked Jesus for positions of power in his new kingdom.  (Ironically, this story follows shortly 
after the one in which Jesus told the rich young man to sell whatever he had.)   Jesus decided to 
go to Jerusalem.  He had been very popular in the rural areas, speaking out against Jerusalem’s 
rulers, but his students and friends were afraid of what would happen to him in Jerusalem’s 
centre of power.  However, the students had seen Jesus do miracles, they believed in his power, 
and now, finally, he was going to Jerusalem to take over.  Therefore James and John sought 
patronage appointments—after all, they had supported Jesus thus far.  However, Jesus basically 
rejected that model of government.  He was not going to be beholden to individuals or to 
pressure groups.  He realized that in politics, the system overwhelms the person, even if s/he is 
Christian.  We now realize that Jesus spoke with authority (chapter 1) not because of his political 
power base (which vanished in Jerusalem) but because of the power of his ideas.  Furthermore, 
Jesus illustrated the subversive servant model.  He taught an indifference to power (serve, even if 
it costs you your position).  We may look for heroes, but our lives are better off because of 
servants.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News: 

Next Sunday is Easter.  There will be a potluck/paska breakfast at 9 am followed by a service of 
music. 

There will not be a Maundy Thursday service at PGIMF this year. 

The Wider Church: 

Tonight!  The Abendmusik Vesper Choir performs Lenten Vespers at Knox United Church at 8 
pm. 

Pray for Richard and Ann Penner, MBMS missionaries, in Central Asia.  They work with 
orphans and in a veterinary  program.  They report, “God is bringing about His Kingdom in His 
way and time.” 

The UBC Graduate and Faculty Christian Forum presents Kurt Grimm, Associate Professor 
Earth and Ocean Sciences, speaking on “The Architecture of Natural Systems: Evidence for the 
Ubiquity of God?” on Tuesday, March 26 at 4 pm in the Buchanan Penthouse.  More information 
on the bulletin board. 

 

Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Janice Kreider (604-228-1217);  
Pastoral Concerns—Hedie Hintz (604-321-8042), Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 

Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Andrea Siemens (604-266-3040) 

 


