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Lent V

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Laura Eriksson; Andre
Pekovich will lead us in song, Deberah Shears will accompany at the piano, and Henry Neufeld  is your usher. 
Later we will be hearing from Joseph Dutko, who will speak on The Prodigal Son, based on Luke 15:11-32. 
Please join us in the dining room after the service for potluck barbeque lunch to celebrate the coming end of the
school year for the students of the Menno Simons Centre residence.  And please remember - all guests are
especially welcome as there is always plenty of food.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements
have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact
other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Words are fascinating; they are the drivers of thoughts and they can mean different things to
different people.  Sometimes using alternate word helps clarify the meaning of the original words.  Last Sunday
Kevin Hiebert noted that the Greek word for "belief" appeared 240 times in the Bible. Using the Amplified
Bible, Kevin helped us see the word "belief' as: to adhere to, to rely on, to cling to, to depend on, to trust.  In the
desert, after leaving Egypt, the unhappy Israelites "spoke against God and Moses" and grumbled about the food
- manna (miserable food). This resulted in punishment and death of many people by poisonous snakes. 
Following God's direction, Moses made a bronze serpent, put it on pole, and all who looked at it did not die
from the serpent's bites. This imagery is repeated in John 3, leading to the popular  "for God so loved the world"
verses.  The Ephesians passage points out that we are saved by grace (unmerited favour, mercy) and that we are
to work out (to cultivate and complete) our salvation. Good works are our response to the forgiveness that is
freely given. (HN)

PGIMF News
April 1 John Friesen Atonement, Scapegoating & the Cross
April 8 Easter Sunday Service of Prayers and Carols
April 15 Carl Friesen 1  Sunday after Easterst

April 22 TBA

You are invited to join the last two Wednesdays in the noon Lenten prayer series, a half-hour of quiet worship in
the middle of the day, followed by a seasonally-appropriate meal of soup and bread.

Mar 21 – St. Helen’s Anglican – simple soup & bread lunch afterwards
Mar 28 – PGIMF – simple soup & bread lunch afterwards

Rosie will be leading the service on March 28 in our chapel, and she expects to have some familiar guests again
from the other churches, as in past years.  Anyone wishing to help with serving the soup to perhaps 20-30 guests
would be much appreciated, and anyone wishing to bake fresh bread or rolls for the occasion would surely pile up
treasures in heaven too. 

The Wider Church
MB Mission   Jen Schmidt is serving in Mexico.  This month, she and her team are working hard to prepare for
SOAR Mexico (short term missions), which begins March 30.  Pray that she would have creativity and strength,
and that she and her team will be unified.  Pray that God would be glorified during this time of ministry.

MCC    Colombia faces one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises with over 5 million people have been
forced from their lands and homes by a violent civil conflict.  Justapaz, a ministry of the Mennonite Church of
Colombia and MCC partner, documents cases of human rights violations against Colombia’s faith community
organizations, leaders and church members.  On Sunday, April 15, Colombian Mennonite churches ask North
American congregations to reflect and pray for the victims, perpetrators and peacemakers of this conflict.  Visit
bc.mcc.org/peace/dayofprayer  

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org


Regent College   The Apprentice Conference, with James Bryan Smith is a one-day learning event that invites
you to explore how we apprentice to Jesus in our chaotic world.  J.B. Smith, joined by Gordon T. Smith, will
draw from his books, the Apprentice series, and the richness of scripture and the Christian tradition, to empower
you on your journey to apprentice the Savior. Cost $25 on Saturday April 14  from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm in theth

Chapel at Regent College.  Register on-line at www.regent-college.edu or by phone at 604-228-3279.

Vancouver Cantata Singers presents The Atrium Concert: Music for split choir and brass from the
Renaissance to the 20th century, with Canada’s foremost trombone ensemble, I Tromboni.  All of the music in
this concert, including major works of  Giovanni Gabrieli was composed to be performed antiphonally, that is,
from all sides, back and forth across the listener.  Sunday in Victoria, and Monday, April 23rd at 8:00pm at the
Blusson Spinal Cord Centre, 818 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver.  Tickets $30-$25 (with $10 student rush seats
at the door) available from http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com/ or call 604-730-8856.

 Pacific Theatre This is your last chance to see what other PGIMFers have been talking about  - John Shanley’s
Doubt, a Parable; a lively and explosive story of a school of young students overseen by a nun, which falls into
conflict when a new teacher accuses a priest of excessive interest in one of the students.  Closes next Saturday
March 31 with showings from Wednesday to Saturday at 8:00 pm, and matinees at 2:00 pm.  Tickets $11.50 –
$29.50 from the box office at 604.731.5518 or on-line at www.pacifictheatre.org 

BCMB Camp Day April 22  Weekend   Would you consider doing your part to impact the lives of childrennd

this summer at a BCMB Camp?  Camp can be a life changing experience!  You can support BCMB Camps in
four ways:  
1. Bring your coins for a special offering to be taken April 22nd weekend.  This provides financial

assistance to offset camp registration fes through the CampsBC Bursary Fund
2. Pray for the 5 BCMB Camps: Camp Bob, Gardom Lake Bible Camp, Camp Likely, Pines Bible Camp

and Stillwood Camp
3. Send your kids or grandkids to camp this summer
4. Volunteer at one of your local camps

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012 will be held at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond,
BC, from July 12 to 15. Some of the delegates will be wanting to stay with a billet.   If you could provide a
place for delegates that is a pet free, scent free, and smoke free environment, please contact our Billet
Coordinator, John Sawatzky, via email: assembly2012billet@gmail.com or by phone: (available from
webmaster).  Please state whether single or double occupancy is available and transportation can be provided to
the assembly venue. May God bless for your hospitality! 

Abendmusik Lenten Vespers
Timothy Corlis, Conductor

Gerald Harder, Organist

You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's LentenVespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted choral singing,
congregational hymns, meditative responsive readings and prayers.  This year's Lenten Vespers will conclude
with a performance of Fauré's Requiem for choir and organ.

Please bring friends who appreciate this type of music and an opportunity for reflection--no applause, no
sermon, no announcements. During one hymn, an offering will be taken in support of the Choir and The Menno
Simons Centre, a residence for the 22 Christian university students attending Vancouver's various universities
and colleges.

Abbotsford
Saturday, March 31st, 2012, 8:00 pm
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church
3386 Mount Lehman Road

Vancouver
Sunday, April 1st, 2012, 8:00 pm
Knox United Church
5600 Balaclava at West 41st Avenue

http://www.regent-college.edu
http://www.vancouvercantatasingers.com/
mailto:on-line@www.pacifictheatre.org
mailto:assembly2012billet@gmail.com


MCBC Women’s Ministry Inspirational Day with guest speaker Eden Jersak.  Saturday May 5th at Bethel
Mennonite Church, 24687-56th Ave., Langley BC.  Registration at 10:00 am, event begins 10:30 with brunch at
noon and coffee in the afternoon.  All welcome to this event - please register through the MCBC Conference
office at (e-mail available from webmaster) or call 604-850-6658

2012 BCMB Convention   Convention 2012 will be held at Broadway MB Church in Chilliwack May 4-5. 
This year's theme is "Enable Your Servants" and will highlight the imperative of God’s empowering and his
work in our churches. This annual gathering brings our churches together for 2 days of worship, reporting,
inspiration and prayer.  We are encouraged to send a full delegation this year, and our allotment is 3 delegates.
Nominations are almost complete, and a list will be sent out to the churches (as well as posted on the website)
as soon as it’s available. The cost to attend convention is $20/person and will include a light breakfast, lunch
and coffee breaks on Saturday.  Two documents are currently available (see Andre for a copy):

1.         2012 Convention Agenda (Official Report book will be more detailed)
2.         2012 Convention Recommendations

All attachments will also be uploaded onto the BCMB website for any delegates to review.  Just go to
www.bcmb.org, -  Events tab, and look for Convention Materials. You can also register for the Convention
here.  Please feel free to download any of the documents from our web page, and if assistance is needed, please
call the conference office at 604-853-6959.

Luke 15:11-32

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother

 Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two11

sons. The younger of them said to his father,12

“Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.” So he divided his property between
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all13

he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he14

had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need.

So he went and hired himself out to one of the15

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to
feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself16

with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he17

said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will18

say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your19

son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he20

set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have21

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer

worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to22

his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it,23

and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was24

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”
And they began to celebrate.

 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he25

came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what26

was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come,27

and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has got him back safe and sound.” Then he became28

angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered his father,29

“Listen! For all these years I have been working like a
slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But30

when this son of yours came back, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you31

are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But32

we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother
of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost
and has been found.”    [NRSV]

mailto:admin@mcbc.ca
http://www.bcmb.org


Psalm 51: 1-12

Prayer for Cleansing and Pardon

To the leader. A Psalm of David,
  when the prophet Nathan came to him,
  after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

 Have mercy on me, O God,1

   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions.
 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,2

   and cleanse me from my sin.

 For I know my transgressions,3

   and my sin is ever before me.
 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,4

   and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
   and blameless when you pass judgement.
 Indeed, I was born guilty,5

   a sinner when my mother conceived me.

6 You desire truth in the inward being;
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;7

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
 Let me hear joy and gladness;8

   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins,
   and blot out all my iniquities.

 Create in me a clean heart, O God,10

   and put a new and right spirit within me.
 Do not cast me away from your presence,11

   and do not take your holy spirit from me.
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,12

   and sustain in me a willing spirit.

 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,13

   and sinners will return to you.
 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,14

   O God of my salvation,
   and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

 O Lord, open my lips,15

   and my mouth will declare your praise.
 For you have no delight in sacrifice;16

   if I were to give a burnt-offering, you would not be
pleased.

 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;17

   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.

 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;18

   rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,
 then you will delight in right sacrifices,19

   in burnt-offerings and whole burnt-offerings;
   then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

[NRSV]

Jeremiah 31: 31-34

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I31

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant32

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will33

make with the house of Israel after those days, says

the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach34

one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’,
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.     [NRSV]



The Parable of the Searching Father (Luke 15:11-32)

Rembrandt, Return of the Prodigal Son

What We Can Learn From the Younger Son: S________  S______________

What We Can Learn From the Elder Son: R___________ S_______R_____________

What We Can Learn From the Father: A______________ G_____________


