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March 27 , 2011th

Lent III
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Don Teichroeb; we will be led in
song by Veronica, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.  Later we will hear a
message from Ajay Caleb entitled Mission in a Wireless Age.   Please join us in the dining room afterward for
potluck lunch and fellowship, and guests and friends are especially welcome. Parents with small children, please
note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   J. Evan Kreider spoke on John 3:1-17 enhancing our understanding of the tradition and the
situation behind the story of Nicodemus’ relationship to Jesus in our touchstone passage in the Christian church
“for God so loved the world...”   Evan’s distinction between being “born from above” (rather than “born again,”)
was an old Jewish tradition to emphasize a closer relationship with God without referring to God directly, as they
were loath to do.  Nicodemus also knew Gentile converts to Judaism were baptised with water, symbolizing
starting over again as if being born like a child, but he never imagined that he, an observant Jew raised in the
tradition, would have to do the same.  It is difficult for us all to think outside our own spiritual traditions.  But
Jesus insisted God’s spirit washes impurities away, producing a new heart, rather than a newborn life. Jesus’ birth
from above was tacitly agreed to by Nicodemus by acknowledgement of his miracle-working; thus could
Nicodemus be reasonably asked to believe Jesus spoke with some authority about heaven.  As Moses raised a
serpent on high to save the wandering Jews who had been bitten by snakes from dying, so to was Jesus raised on
the cross to save not just the righteous people of Israel, but all humanity, including Nicodemus.  Mozart’s
Requiem repeats this lesson as an artistic miniature; that despite obeying the law and the prophets, the young
voice of a boy soprano asks how we are to face God alone with our sins along with us.  John’s gospel, no matter
how hard to believe, is no harder than believing a snake raised on high in the desert could save us. Give us the
grace to believe.   [AP]
 
PGIMF News
March 27 Ajay Caleb Mission in a wireless world
April 3 Joe Heikman The God of Lost Causes
April 10 Janice Kreider Lectionary texts
April 17 Phil Shafran Interfaith Bridge-building

New attender information    We’re very pleased to note that
Titus Gregory has attended for some weeks now, and he 
would like you to be able to contact him (see webmaster for
details)

Seminary Education in Cuba   You are invited to the home
of John and Erna Friesen, Sunday, April 10, at 7 PM where
Dr. Gordon Smith, Executive Director of reSource
International and others will be presenting information about
theological and seminary education in Cuba. In January,
2011, a new seminary, the Conrad Grebel Seminary was
established in Holguin, Cuba. This seminary with 20 full-time registered students will focus on Anabaptist
theological perspectives particularly as they apply to peace and reconciliation. Come and enjoy the presentations,
the fellowship and gain a better understanding of Cuba.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Blog of the Week
A MC-Canada-sponsored learning tour to
Burkina Faso led by Norm Dyck visited some
of the same areas frequented by former
PGIMFer Laurel Borisenko when she served
with MCC in Burkina.  See more at 

http://burkinamenno.blogspot.com/ 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://burkinamenno.blogspot.com/


Congregational Photo Board    You are especially invited to have your picture taken for our congregational
photo display in the hall.  Diane and Jonathan will update the photo board with your most flattering profile. Get
yours now!

Art attending chapel   The walls of the chapel are now hung with 8 new works from The Reflection Series by
Peter Gynd Medley, inspired by his time in Hawaii.  The Reflection paintings are for sale at modest prices.  Peter
has recently moved to New York City to pursue his artistic career.  See more of his work at www.petergynd.com 

The Wider Church
MBMSI /  MB Mission   As you pray this week for Stephanie, MB Mission worker to Asia, pray that the
remainder of her support would come in so she would be able to leave for Asia in the spring. Pray also that her
visa would come through successfully so she will be able to enter the country. 

MCC    is accepting donation to help victims of the earthquake.  Although MCC does not have staff or programs
in Japan, contributions will be forwarded to trusted MCC partners involved in relief and reconstruction efforts in
Japan. Please keep the people of Japan in your prayers. Call (604) 850-6639 or donate@mcc.org 

BCMB Convention 2011 You are invited to attend the annual convention of BCMB Churches held April 29-30
at Willow Park Church in Kelowna, themed; “We’ve Got Mail: Hearing the Spirit Speak to the BCMB Churches. 
The Friday agenda features 7:00 pm worship, Letters to Churches, and inspiring stories from the Church Planting
BC team.  Saturday’s agenda begins 8:00 am and features worship, ministry reports, conference business session
and camp ministry highlights at the AGM.  Cost: $20 per person, and you are requested to contact the BCMB
office to register as attender or delegate through www.bcmb.org or at 1-888-653-9933.  A report book containing
all ministry reports and finances is available from Andre, or from the conference website at www.bcmb.org . 
Delegates wanted!  Seen Andre or Don if you can go.

The Grünewald Guild, a Christian retreat center in the Cascades that encourages dialogue between creativity and
the Christian life, presents The Living Room Lectures: Techie-anity; a weekend retreat on faith, technology, and
art, April 8-10, 2011. Sessions include “The Christian Artist's Role in Engaging with and Stewarding
Technology” (featuring Rosie Perera), “Thinking Theologically Through Things - My Violin and the Trinity”
(Chelle Stearns), and a documentary screening (“Art 21 ‘Systems’“), and a workshop on making fractals.  For
more information, see:  http://grunewaldguild.com/upcoming/living-room-lectures-techie-anity       

Romans 10:11-13

 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in8

your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message
concerning faith that we proclaim:  If you declare with9

your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

 For it is with your heart that you believe and are10

justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess

your faith and are saved.  As Scripture says, “Anyone11

who believes in him will never be put to shame.”  For12

there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the
same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call
on him,  for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the13

Lord will be saved.”    [NIV]

Lenten prayer series  
Come join your neighbours in West Point Grey at noon each Wednesday during the Lenten season for ½
hour of worship and prayer in the Pray For The World vigils.  Featured this Sunday:  Point Grey Inter-
Mennonite Fellowship!
• March 30  - Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship, 4000 W. 11  Ave.th th

• April 6  - WPG Presbyterian, 4397 W. 12  Ave.th th

• April 13  - WPG United Church, 4595 W. 8  Aveth th

http://www.petergynd.com
mailto:donate@mcc.org
http://www.bcmb.org
http://www.bcmb.org


Psalm 27
Triumphant Song of Confidence

Of David.

 The Lord is my light and my salvation;1

   whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
   of whom shall I be afraid?

 When evildoers assail me2

   to devour my flesh—
my adversaries and foes—
   they shall stumble and fall.

 Though an army encamp against me,3

   my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me,
   yet I will be confident.

 One thing I asked of the Lord,4

   that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord
   all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord,
   and to inquire in his temple.

 For he will hide me in his shelter5

   in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
   he will set me high on a rock.

 Now my head is lifted up6

   above my enemies all around me,

and I will offer in his tent
   sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,7

   be gracious to me and answer me!
 ‘Come,’ my heart says, ‘seek his face!’8

   Your face, Lord, do I seek.
   Do not hide your face from me.9

Do not turn your servant away in anger,
   you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,
   O God of my salvation!

 If my father and mother forsake me,10

   the Lord will take me up.

 Teach me your way, O Lord,11

   and lead me on a level path
   because of my enemies.

12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,
   for false witnesses have risen against me,
   and they are breathing out violence.

 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord13

   in the land of the living.
 Wait for the Lord;14

   be strong, and let your heart take courage;
   wait for the Lord!     [NRSV]

John 4: 5-26

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the5

plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his6

journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus7

said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone8

to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to9

him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If10

you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying
to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.’ The11

woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are12

you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’

Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water13

will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water14

that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water
that I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him,15

‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty

or have to keep coming here to draw water.’

 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come16

back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no17

husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I
have no husband”; for you have had five husbands,18

and the one you have now is not your husband. What
you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I19

see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped20

on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to21

her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not22

know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here,23

when the true worshippers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to
worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship24

25him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman
said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is
called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all
things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who26

is speaking to you.’     [NRSV]


