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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today, our service will be led by Janice Kreider, Rosie Perera will
lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Helmut Lemke is your usher.  Later we will hear from Karl
Brown who will be speaking on today’s texts from the lectionary .  Although parents are requested to make their own

arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the

service, we welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction

from one of our many angels who are called to care.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for potluck lunch in
the dining room .  All are welcome! 

Last Sunday     Last week's Old Testament reading from Numbers 21 was preceded by the story of the Canaanites
attacking the wandering Jews, who then reorganized and "utterly destroyed" the Canaanites, only to resume wandering.
By now the Jews were sick of God's life-giving manna, they yearned for the fish and herbs of Egypt, and complained
bitterly against Moses and his God. Wandering into an area loaded with venomous snakes, many Jews died. Moses had a
large snake forged from bronze, raised the sculpture on a pole, and the people who looked at it were spared death. (To
this day, two snakes intertwined on a pole symbolize medicine/physicians.) The Israelites were not healed by magic, nor
by worshipping the snake, but by believing in God's power. The writer of the Gospel of John (3.14-16) picks up this
theme, saying that whoever believes in Christ, lifted up on the cross - like Moses' snake, will be saved. Paul Thiessen then
asked us to contemplate the difference between believing in God's power (behind the symbol) or believing in the image.
The veneration of icons remains difficult for Protestants and Muslems, whereas devout Jews kiss prayer shawls or the
Torah and Catholics venerate Mary. Contemporary Christians do not worship the cross, yet give it pride of place in our
sanctuaries. Images can become powerful and useful metaphors for us, as was that ancient bronze snake (which was
finally destroyed centuries later when people worshipped the object rather than God's power which lay behind the object).
[JEK]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
April 5 Gerald Neufeld Palm Sunday
April 12 Service of singing Easter Sunday
April 19 Rosie Perera Revelation
April 26th TBA

Abendmusik Lenten Vespers. Join us for a n evening of solemn prayer, chant and song on at 8:00 pm on Saturday April
4th at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford and on Sunday April 5th at Knox United
Church, 5600 Balaclava, Vancouver.  Donations favour the Menno Simons Centre.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   Jim & Marilou Nightingale, MBMSI workers in Sao Paulo, Brazil, ask God for renewed energy and vision for
them as they host many short term mission teams. Pray that their gifts of hospitality will flow freely and that the Lord will
already be using their camping ministry to transform lives, even it its early stages. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and
prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



MCC    April 23rd - 12 noon - 1:30 pm - MCC hosts a free luncheon for pastors and lay leaders at Peace Mennonite
Church (11571 Daniels Road, Richmond.) Come and hear Joe Manickam, MCC's Asia director, share stories from our
work in China, Myanmar, India, Vietnam, North Korea and other Asian countries. To RSVP, call MCC BC at (604) 850
6639 or toll free at 1 888 622 6337

2nd Annual fundraiser for the Worship Arts Choral Program Celebrating our Hope, is an evening featuring the 165 voices
of Columbia Singers, Evensong Chamger Singers, MEI Renaissance Singers and Bakerview Choir among others to raise
funds for the program at Columbia college.  Sunday April 26th at 7:00 pm at Sevenoaks Alliance Church, 2575 Gladwin
Rd.  Abbotsford.

Regent College summer school.   The first course features Spiritual Discernment with Marva Dawn. This course will
use practices from Christian communities throughout space and time to help us think more clearly—and
Christianly—about the ways we try to hear what God is saying to us, emphasizing foundations of spiritual discernment
and on ways the community could be engaged in those processes. The class will participate in disciplines from various
traditions, including a Mennonite "meeting to discern the Spirit." May 18–22, 8:30-11:00am.  Details or registration,
(604) 224-3245 or (available from webmaster)

John 12: 20-33

20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.’ 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and
Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, ‘The
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves
me, the Father will honour.

Jesus Speaks about His Death

27 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I
say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is for this
reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your
name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified
it, and I will glorify it again.’ 29The crowd standing there
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An
angel has spoken to him.’ 30Jesus answered, ‘This voice
has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the
judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will
be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.’ 33He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die.      [NRSV]

Hebrews 5: 5-10

5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high
priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him,
‘You are my Son,
   today I have begotten you’;
6as he says also in another place,
‘You are a priest for ever,
   according to the order of Melchizedek.’

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who
was able to save him from death, and he was heard because
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he
learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated
by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek 
  [NRSV]

I am a Christian. That obliges me to be a Communist. - George Bernard Shaw

The last in the series of the ecumenical Lenten Prayer vigil series by the West Point Grey churches takes place this

Wednesday at noon for 1/2 hour.  This week’s time (April 1st)  is held at  WPG Baptist Church, 4509 West 11 Ave.

and features the theme of family brokenness/domestic violence.  All are welcome to any and all of these events.


