
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

 It's a Boy!
Silas was born at 10:17am PST
on March 26th at 8 lbs 12 oz.  
Both Mom and Silas are doing
well as are Dad and sister Finn.
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March 30th,  2014
Lent IV

Susan Hackett - Faith Development

Worship leader: Travis Martin Song Leader: Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Andre Pekovich Usher: Edward Epp

Last Sunday  On March 23rd, Marianna Harris (former pastor of St. Andrew's United Church) built her talk
around her visits to Palestine and on Genesis 12.1-3, in which Abram is promised his descendants will be a
nation.   This was a promise made some 3,000 years ago.  Is it still relevant today?  In Genesis 12, Abram is
told that "all peoples on earth will be blessed because of you", and one can assume that "all" means
all--Palestinians, Moslems, Jews, Christians, each of whom claims Abraham as a spiritual ancestor.  Yet
these people fight, kill each other, steal land, all symbolized today by the 700-mile-long wall. Israelis fear
'terrorists', Palestinians (both Moslem and Christian) fear the Israeli military.  In this environment, how in
the world can these peoples think of themselves as being blessed?  Was that promise only a dream?  Is
God's promise of a 'promised land' no longer valid because Israel does not honour Yahweh and Torah?   
[JEK]

PGIMF News
April 6 Brent Siemens Lent V
April 13 John Klassen Palm Sunday
April 20 Easter Readings & Hymns Easter Sunday
April 27 Grant Hill Finding Rest for your Soul (PGIMF AGM)

O PGIMF AGM   PGIMF will hold its Annual General Meeting after the

service on April 27
th
, following the pizza lunch.  This is the time for all

church offices to begin to submit their reports to the Congregational
Coordinator for inclusion in the book. 

MSC potluck dinner    All are invited to join the students at the Menno
Simons Centre for potluck Wednesday meal at the Menno Simons Centre. 
Please bring a dish to share with everyone and all the students who will be
there.

Wider Church
MCC-BC   is looking for a Neighbourhood Peace Connections Facilitator for the community of Guildford,
Surrey. The Facilitator will aim to foster social and economic integration of newcomer families through
community connections and scheduled activities for adults, youth, and children, strengthening community
connections through intentional relational outreach.  This salaried three-year posting at .8 FTE is subject to
anticipated project funding approval.   To apply, please send a cover letter and resume to: Sophie
Tiessen-Eigbike, MCC-BC, PO Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Road, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8, fax:
1-604-850-8734, or email: stiessen-eigbike@mennonitecc.ca

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:stiessen-eigbike@mennonitecc.ca


In Memoriam - Elisabeth Klassen
We stand with the family of Andrea Siemens as they remember the life of her mother Elisabeth
Klassen who passed away early March 24.  Her final days were calm and peaceful and we are
thankful that she can now rest; her struggle has ended.  An Informal Gathering is being held to
honour her life on Tuesday, April 1, 2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 at the Woodlawn Funeral Home (2310
Clearbrook Rd, across the street from Bakerview MB Church).

Some things to do during Lent:
• Do an in-depth study of a difficult book in the Bible, one you have wanted to ignore (do it all

on your own without access to the varied opinions online)
• Divide your rhubarb clump
• Beg or borrow a good pair of binoculars: notice something avian
• Darn some socks
• Shower less, shampoo less, look in the mirror less
• Wear the same clothes six days in a row
• Put money aside to purchase beautiful new clothes from a thrift shop for everyone in your

household for Easter Sunday
written by Victoria poet Hannah Main-van der Kamp.  (In Geez magazine)

Holding our World in Prayer - Ecumenical Lenten Prayer Service
This Wednesday is the last in the six-week noon Lenten prayer sessions for ourselves, our neighbours a. 
Presented by West Point Grey United Church (8

th
 & Tolmie), it begins at noon for 30 minutes and you are

invited to bring your friends and neighbours to this ecumenical time.

Horae Canonicae (The Canonical Hours)    A multi-denominational group (Regent, VST, St. Andrews &
U-Hill) invite you to participate in a public reading of the W.H. Auden’s Meditative Poems for Good Friday,
with musical interludes.   Friday April 18

th
 at 7:30 pm at the Chapel of the Epiphany, 6030 Chancellor Blvd

(access from Iona Dr.).   Come one, come all! 

VIA CRUCIS - THE WAY OF THE CROSS   Join local artists Dan Law, David
Vegt, Matthia Langone (iconographer who has spoken to us at PGIMF),
Laura Rosengren, and Alec Arnold as they depict the various stations of
the Cross in this Lenten exhibition at Regent College’s Lookout Gallery.  
Exhibition dates:  Thursday, April 3 at 4:30 pm - Friday, May 9 at 4:30 pm
with an opening reception on Thursday, April 3 from 4:30-7:30 pm.  Check
the Lookout Gallery hours for admission times at www.regent-
college.edu/our-campus/lookout-gallery  

 Christian Peacemaker Teams is cultivating peace in Columbia, and need
our help.  Every year, CPT-Columbia hosts delegations from all over the
world who come to learn about the struggle for justice in Columbia.  Each
year one delegation is reserved for Columbian Mennonites to get involved
in active initiatives for peace in their own country, but the $600 cost per
delegate is a big barrier for many Columbians.   CPT-Columbia wishes to

offer 10 scholarships to Columbians for the national delegation from April 12-19 and is asking the rest of
the world to help.   To sponsor a Columbian delegate, send your cheque to Christian Peacemaker Teams,
25 Cecil St., Unit 310; Toronto, OM, M5T 1N1 ~|~ Memo: Columbian National Delegation” or donate on-
line at www.cpt.org (select “designated donation”).   Follow CPT’s blog at
http://cptcolombia.wordpress.com/ or in Spanish at http://ecapcolombia.wordpress.com/ 
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1 Samuel 16:1-13

1
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve

over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided
for myself a king among his sons.’ 

2
Samuel said,

‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’
And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say,
“I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 

3
Invite Jesse

to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I
name to you.’ 

4
Samuel did what the Lord

commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do
you come peaceably?’ 

5
He said, ‘Peaceably; I have

come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to
the sacrifice.

6
 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,

‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’
7
But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his

appearance or on the height of his stature, because

I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 

8
Then Jesse called

Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He
said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9Then
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 

10
Jesse made

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of
these.’ 

11
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons

here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not
sit down until he comes here.’ 

12
He sent and

brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said,
‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 

13
Then

Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.    
[NRSV]

Psalm 23

A Psalm of David.
1
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.

2
   He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3
   he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
   for his name’s sake.

4
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

   I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
   your rod and your staff—

   they comfort me.

5
 You prepare a table before me

   in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
   my cup overflows.
6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

   all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
   my whole life long.    [NRSV]

Ephesians 5:8-14

6
 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for

because of these things the wrath of God comes on
those who are disobedient. 

7
Therefore do not be

associated with them. 
8
For once you were darkness,

but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children
of light— 9for the fruit of the light is found in all
that is good and right and true. 

10
Try to find out

what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11

Take no part in the

unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose
them. 

12
For it is shameful even to mention what

such people do secretly; 
13

but everything exposed
by the light becomes visible, 

14
for everything that

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!
   Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’    [NRSV]



John 9:1-41

1
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.

2
His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this

man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 
3
Jesus

answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned;
he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. 

4
We must work the works of him

who sent me while it is day; night is coming when
no one can work. 

5
As long as I am in the world, I am

the light of the world.’ 
6
When he had said this, he

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 

7
saying to

him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. 

8
The neighbours and those who had

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 

9
Some were

saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is
someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’
10

But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your
eyes opened?’ 

11
He answered, ‘The man called Jesus

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.’ 

12
They said to him, ‘Where is

he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’

13
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had

formerly been blind. 
14

Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
15

Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’
16

Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But
others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 

17
So

they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say
about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said,
‘He is a prophet.’

18
 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind

and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight
19

and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 

20
His

parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; 

21
but we do not know

how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.’ 

22
His parents said this because

they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
23

Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

24
 So for the second time they called the man who

had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 

25
He

answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I
see.’ 

26
They said to him, ‘What did he do to you?

How did he open your eyes?’ 
27

He answered them,
‘I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also
want to become his disciples?’ 

28
Then they reviled

him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 

29
We know that God has spoken

to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know
where he comes from.’ 

30
The man answered, ‘Here

is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 

31
We

know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his
will. 

32
Never since the world began has it been

heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. 

33
If this man were not from God, he

could do nothing.’ 
34

They answered him, ‘You were
born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach
us?’ And they drove him out.

35
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and

when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ 

36
He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?

Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 
37

Jesus said to
him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with
you is he.’ 

38
He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he

worshipped him. 
39

Jesus said, ‘I came into this world
for judgement so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.’
40

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and
said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’
41

Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would
not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your
sin remains.     [NRSV]


