
POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org 

May 1 , 2011st

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Rosie Perera; we will
be led in song by Veronica Dyck, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your usher.   
Later, we will hear from Joseph Dutko who will be speaking on the theme Trading Anxiety and Worry for
Awe and Wonder from Luke 12:22-34.   Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the
service.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the
second and last Sundays of each month.  Please contact any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   We held our annual service of worship
and prayer and singing to celebrate the risen Lord at
Easter.  Evan Kreider designed and led the service which
followed the path of the Easter story through scripture,
and we joined voices with songleading by Eric Hannan,
and accompaniment by Ruth Enns.    All this followed
our usual Easter Sunday potluck breakfast which was
delicious and well attended.   [AP] 
 
PGIMF News
May 8 Karl Brown Lectionary
May 15 Veronica Dyck I am the Gate for the Sheep
May 22 TBA
May 29 PGIMF retreat Telling our stories

New contacts   Just a reminder that Harold Neufeldt’s e-mail has changed to [...] and Jonathan Ehling is
using his other e-mail address now - you can reach him at [...]   (addresses available from webmaster) 

Menno Simons Centre Cleanup Day!   The summer season has begun and students are already settled in
the dorms for summer, but some special projects including cleanup around the yard is needed need.  Come
join us and the students at MSC on May 14  from 10:00-2:00 with pizza lunch served and help spruce up theth

centre for summer!  Morgan and Ben have more details. 

Refugee support    As the churches prepare to receive the family from Al Hol refugee camp, news of
violence in Damascus is troubling. Please pray for the family as they await their visa.  There are also some
things to do to prepare for their arrival. Finding an apartment for them in the Edmonds area of Burnaby for
less than $1300 is important, and the group is struggling over the decisions to rent an apartment before the
family arrives in order to secure a suite.   Also, some furniture is still needed.  The coordinating committee
meets next on May 5 at 7pm at WPG United Church. Anyone who has an interest in helping this family out
in any way is asked to try to make it to the meeting. The more people to share the work of helping them get
settled and adjusted during the first year, the easier it will be.

The Wider Church
MB Mission    J & F are serving with MB Mission in a restricted access country. They praise the Father for
their local 16 year old friend Jake who received 'the gift'. Pray that he would continue to grow and
experience abundant life. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer Coffee Service

Please note the sign-up list on the bulletin board

at the back to help out with serving coffee

during the summer season.  If you have any

questions, please see Hannelore, and thank you

in advance for your participation.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Blog of the week    This weeks’s feature is another TED talk (TED - Ideas Worth Spreading) by prankster
and journalist A. J Jacobs and his Year of Living Biblically.  Takeaway thought - “I became a reverent
agnostic.” See the video at  http://www.ted.com/talks/a_j_jacobs_year_of_living_biblically.html

Regent College    Continues its series of public lectures this summer season beginning May 5  with W.th

David O. Taylor speaking on Art, the Holy Spirit, Fig Trees and the Problem of Abundance.  Lecture takes
place Thursday, May 5, 8:00pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good seat.

MCC  May 12 -15: The Abuse Response and Prevention Program of MCC BC is participating in planning
the Fifth International Conference of Peace and Safety in the Christian Home (PASCH). The conference will
be held at Columbia Bible College in Abbotsford. For more information call Elsie Goerzen at 604-845-0841,
and check the conference website: www.fromtheshadows.ca 
  
MDS responds to Tornados   Catastrophic damage from storms and tornados in the last two days includes
one that hit Tuscaloosa, AL, on Wednesday, April 27, wreaking a swath of devastation a mile wide and 19
miles long.  Trained MDS Emergency Response personnel are enroute to Alabama to assist in the
investigation and coordination of MDS response and teams are on standby and will be sent out as the needs
are assessed. These last few days of storms follow two weeks of storms and tornados across the country.
Damage has been reported in many states. Local MDS Regions and Units have begun clean up and
rebuilding efforts in many areas. As volunteer needs and details of the MDS response become available they
will be posted on the MDS website at http://www.mds.mennonite.net  

A Tsunami prayer

Lord, if you are not there, we have a problem.  But if
you are there, we really have a problem too!  Like
Mary and Martha, we complain “Lord if you had
been here, so many would not have suffered and
died.”

Did we have to experience another Noah’s flood? 
Did the rainbow not say “no more”?  Or were we
hereby to learn, be tested, build character, practice
overwhelming compassion?....  But at what
horrendous cost!

We are at a loss to understand what happened.  Was
the cosmic problem too big?  The groaning plates
too heavy to be stayed?  Surely your hand of
compassion was not found wanting?  Nor could the
evil one somehow be the victor?  Could some
mysterious Good result or even some judgment be
involved far beyond our capacity to fathom?

We are left feeling helpless, sad, frightened, and also
rather unfaithful with all these questions.  And it
seems those distant to, or estranged from you, seem
convinced such events only rule out your very
existence.  

Will only the future clarify all?

Or do we like Job, find resolution by concluding,
with his words “Who am I to find fault with the
Almighty?” and “I have uttered what I did not
understand?”.... So we beg forgiveness and mercy
for the crass boldness of this prayer.

Lord have mercy on us all.  Amen.
-  Fred Adrian
   Forwarded by Henry Klippenstein

2011 PGIMF Retreat, May 27  - 29 , 2011th th

Join us once again for an enjoyable and relaxing weekend full of opportunities to grow your spirit and
your practice at our annual PGIMF retreat at Camp Luther.  Our theme this year is “Telling Our Stories”,
and will feature exercises, games, talks and workshops to highlight the experience of telling our stories in
new and vibrant ways.  The committee is woring on speakers and presenters for the talks, as well as
leading our Sunday morning worship service.  The church has a no-barrier policy to attending the retreat,
so please make plans to attend, even if you can’t afford the suggested fee of $60 per person ($30 for
children) - talk to any member of the church board.  For any questions, please contact Diane Ehling,
Erika Hannan or Andre Pekovich.

http://www.fromtheshadows.ca
http://www.mds.mennonite.net


Acts 2:14a, 22–32  

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his14

voice and addressed them:

[...]

 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to22

say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that
God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you23

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge
of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of
those outside the law. But God raised him up,24

having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. For25

David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,
   for he is at my right hand so that I will not be
shaken;

 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue26

rejoiced;

   moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,27

   or let your Holy One experience corruption.
 You have made known to me the ways of life;28

   you will make me full of gladness with your
presence.”

 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently29

of our ancestor David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since30

he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would put one of his
descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this,31

David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,
saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,
   nor did his flesh experience corruption.”

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are32

witnesses.      [NRSV]

Psalm 16

Song of Trust and Security in God
A Miktam of David.

 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.1

 I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;2

   I have no good apart from you.’

 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the3

noble,
   in whom is all my delight.

 Those who choose another god multiply their4

sorrows;
   their drink-offerings of blood I will not pour out
   or take their names upon my lips.

 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;5

   you hold my lot.
 The boundary lines have fallen for me in6

pleasant places;
   I have a goodly heritage.

 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;7

   in the night also my heart instructs me.
 I keep the Lord always before me;8

   because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved.

 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;9

   my body also rests secure.
 For you do not give me up to Sheol,10

   or let your faithful one see the Pit.

 You show me the path of life.11

   In your presence there is fullness of joy;
   in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.

     [NRSV]



1 Peter 1:3–9

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus3

Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an4

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being5

protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In6

this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you
have had to suffer various trials, so that the7

genuineness of your faith—being more precious
than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory
and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.
Although you have not seen him, you love him;8

and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the9

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
     [NRSV]

Luke 12:4-7, 12:22-34

 ‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill4

the body, and after that can do nothing more. But5

I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after
he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I
tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold for6

two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in
God’s sight. But even the hairs of your head are7

all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more
value than many sparrows. 

[...]

 He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do22

not worry about your life, what you will eat, or
about your body, what you will wear. For life is23

more than food, and the body more than clothing.
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap,24

they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you
than the birds! And can any of you by worrying25

add a single hour to your span of life? If then26

you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why

do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies,27

how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed
like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass28

of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is
thrown into the oven, how much more will he
clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep29

striving for what you are to eat and what you are
to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the30

nations of the world that strive after all these
things, and your Father knows that you need them.

Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things31

will be given to you as well.

 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your32

Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make33

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your34

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
    [NRSV]


