
POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org 

May 2nd, 2010
Fourth Sunday after Easter

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this Sunday will be led by Veronica Dyck,
we will be led in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, and accompanied on the piano by Rosemary Bell.  Later we
will hear from Henry Neufeld, whose message is entitled “To love one another” from various texts including
Acts 11:1-18; John 13:31-35.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee, goodies and
fellowship.  Parents with small children, please note that arrangements have been made for child-minding
on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact any other parent in the service,
or any member of the church board for more information.

Last Sunday   On April 25th, John Klassen (Professor Emeritus at Trinity Western and member of the
Langley Mennonite Fellowship) spoke on the lectionary text from Rev. 7.9-17, "Salvation belongs to our God
and to the Lamb."   Psalm 100 tells of the whole earth embracing God, while the day's gospel reading (John
10.22-44) reports the considerable hostility Jesus experienced shortly before his assassination.  By contrast,
the author of Revelations returns to the theme of God (and now the Lamb) being victorious.  St John's
generation had experienced several volcanoes and earthquakes, a disastrous civil war, knew of the utter
destruction of the temple, and may even have been directly affected by the subsequent disbursement of
Jewish believers.  All of this was disheartening, and not unlike what some of our older Mennonites have seen
in their time.  Although Rome never had a general persecution of Christians (contrary to what many
non-historians like to think), there were occasional local persecutions of various ethnicities and persuasions. 
So St John was writing to the Christians of his day, essentially saying that, from time to time, you will seem
to be powerless, but, the Lamb that was slain (offering a non-violent response to his troubles) is now
victorious--as you will also be eventually.  Although chapter 6 assumes the Lamb will bring destruction,
chapter 7 offers the opposite stance, saying that an unlimited number of peoples drawn from across the entire
world will be robed in white, victory palms in hand.  For they too "came out of the great ordeal" and kept the
faith by standing up to their particular 'Rome' (the world of political, economic, social, and military power). 
They were victorious not because they organized into armies but because they kept the faith, accepting the
Lamb and his ways.  [JEK]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
May 9 Kevin Hiebert Lectionary texts - Mother’s Day
May 16 Hannah Dutko Ascension Sunday
May 23 John Friesen Pentecost
May 30 PGIMF church retreat Armchair travelling

Summer coffee signup.  Thank you to all the food groups
who made this year’s coffee and fellowship following the
services such a success.  Please help us carry it on informally
through the summer, and see the coffee signup list at the back
of the church.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Any brass players (tuba to trumpet) who
are available to join Rosie to help play a
prelude for the Worship in the Part
service on June 20  please see Rosie. th

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MBMSI   Pray that God will continue to give Frank and Esther
Martens compassionate hearts and sensitive spirits as they prepare for
a July trip to South America to provide care to a variety of MBMSI missionaries. 

MCC  MCC BC is accepting material donations for our MCC Festival, Auction and Relief Sale to be held
September 10-11th. Items for live and silent auctions are needed as are items for garage sale. So as you're
spring cleaning - keep MCC in mind! Donations can be brought to the MCC Warehouse, 31414 Marshall
Road in Abbotsford. For more information contact us toll free at 1 888 622 6337.

The MCC-BC Material Resource Centre is gathering school kits for shipments overseas. We are in need of
school supplies, particularly spiral notebooks (140 pages or 70 sheets, 160 pages or 80 sheets, 200 pages or
100 sheets, 250 pages or 125 sheets.) For a complete list of school kit contents visit
bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/makekits and click on "School kits" or call Dennis at our office: 1 888 622 6337. 

Regent College Free Public Lectures    You are invited to attend the next series of public lectures at Regent
College beginning with Denis Alexander speaking on Creation and Evolution - the Difficult Questions
Wednesday, May 5, 8:00pm in the Chapel at Regent.  Come early for a good seat.

MHSBC presents "Getting things done!  Mennonite Women in Canada: a History".  This is an evening with
Dr. Marlene Epp.  Saturday, May 8th 2010, 7:00 pm at Level Ground Mennonite Church (formerly West
Abbotsford) 31216 King Road, Abbotsford, B.C. Admission is free.  Light refreshments will be served.

 VST free public lectures   You are invited to the Peter Kaye Lectures at VST featuring Dr. Barbara Brown
Taylor in a series entitled Preaching at the Intersection of Faith and Culture.  Come enjoy the first in the
series What’s the Matter with Preaching Today? held on Sunday May 9  at 7:00 pm at VST’s Chapel of theth

Epiphany.  Once upon a time people stood in line to hear renowned preachers proclaim the gospel. What has
happened and what can be done about it?  The second in the series is Biblical Narrative in the Age of Twitter
on Tuesday May 11 at 12:30 pm.  In an age when both young and old communicate in twenty-word sound
bites, what hope is there for the long and looping narrative of God’s presence with humankind?  Barbara
Brown Taylor teaches religion at Piedmont College and is an at-large editor for The Christian Century.

L  Call for delegates to the Canadian MB conference annual sessions featuring the 150  anniversary of theth

Mennonite Brethren in Canada to be held in Vancouver this year at North Langley Community Church,
Chandos Pattison Auditorium and ACTS to be held July 12-18.  Delegates wanted!

L  Call for delegates to the Mennonite Church Canada annual sessions to be held in Calgary at Ambrose
University College June 30 - July 2.  Delegates wanted!  

John 13: 31 - 35 

 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son31

of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him,
God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a33

little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to

the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going,
you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment,34

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another. By this everyone35

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.’     [NRSV]

Susie Funks’ new e-mail address is
available from the webmaster.



Psalm 148

Praise for God’s Universal Glory

Praise the Lord!1

Praise the Lord from the heavens;
   praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels;2

   praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon;3

   praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,4

   and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord,5

   for he commanded and they were created.
He established them for ever and ever;6

   he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.

Praise the Lord from the earth,7

   you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost,8

   stormy wind fulfilling his command!

Mountains and all hills,9

   fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle,10

   creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples,11

   princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike,12

   old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the Lord,13

   for his name alone is exalted;
   his glory is above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people,14

   praise for all his faithful,
   for the people of Israel who are close to him.

Praise the Lord!     [NRSV]

Acts 11: 1 - 18

Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem

 Now the apostles and the believers who were in1

Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,2

the circumcised believers criticized him, saying,3

‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step4

by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying,5

and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.
As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,6

beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also7

heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.” But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing8

profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But9

a second time the voice answered from heaven,
“What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” This happened three times; then10

everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that11

very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,

arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told12

me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.

He told us how he had seen the angel standing in13

his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring
Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a14

message by which you and your entire household
will be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy15

Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the16

Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If17

then God gave them the same gift that he gave us
when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was
I that I could hinder God?’ When they heard this,18

they were silenced. And they praised God, saying,
‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.’     [NRSV]


