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May 4, 2003 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite.  Our service is led by Evan Kreider, Eric Hannan will lead 
us in song, and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear from Paul Burns who 
will be speaking on “Church Fathers and their Spirituality”. Angela Ekkert and Mark Northey are in charge of 
children’s church, and Heather Shantz and Vange Thiessen will be with the toddlers.   
 
Last Sunday:   Last Sunday Jeremy Schmidt spoke on some of the thoughts and writing of leading Puritans, 
including Doddridge (1702-1757).  He began by reading aloud quotations from writing which were designed 
to bring Christians to a deeper faith.  They were interested in sanctification, which included an honest look at 
one's state, considering the nature of God, and then striving to become what one is called to be, possibly by 
reconstructing one's personality.  (These topics are well-known to readers of St. Paul.)  The Puritans explored 
areas such as emotions, worrying, whether one's will and affections are truly focused on God, etc.  Christians 
today are reluctant to talk much about the important topic of sanctification.  Instead we focus on the life of the 
Spirit, on our unique journeys, self-discovery, rather than on Godliness through sharing and piety.  We are 
also reluctant to consider whether we are in fact "wretched", as 18th-century writers often commented.  
Perhaps both the Puritans and contemporary believers need/needed to find a balance?  [JEK} 
Thanks to Herb for his personal lesson in the children’s story.  For me it was one of his more riveting tales, 
but probably largely due to my being the very last person in the church to get who he was talking about! [AP] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  We 
begun this week on # 
 
Community of care and concern (suggested alias MennoCommune-ity) will hold its next meeting Sunday 
night May 11 at 7:00 pm at the Menno Simons Centre to discuss the report of the vision committee.  You may 
get your advance copy today in print (limited supply, see Andre and Wally) or by email to Andre [e-mail 
available upon request. Please note, all documents emailed will be in .pdf format unless otherwise specified. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
May 11  Gay Lynn Voth  Encountering Jesus in Unexpected Places   (Mother's Day)  
May 18  Joyce Heron  Jacob’s Well ministry 
May 25  Paul Thiessen  
June 1  No Service   Church Retreat 
 

 Friends of Anita Fast 
Please join us in offering our congratulations to our friend Anita Fast who was joined in a ceremony of 
commitment to her partner Kelly yesterday (May 3rd) at the VST Chapel.   

�CMU is comingggg to townnnn...  The Canadian Mennonite University Men's Choir is singing in a 
concert on Sunday night (May 5) at Peace Mennonite Church (time TBA).  Also, there is an alumni/friend 
fund raiser  Monday May 5 at Peace Mennonite Church in the Fireside Room (Erna is providing desserts for 
this event!). All are invited to both events.   If you can help billet, please call John Sawatsky - his phone # is 
604-278-4661. 
 
Prayer requests: [ask for details]. 
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The PGIMF congregat ion has approved a special project  t o funnel donat ions to support  George 
and Victoria Hobson’s work in Rwanda and Burundi.  This m oney will go towards the four 
projects they are involved with, which have been profiled in bullet ins over recent  weeks (3/ 23, 
3/ 30, 4/ 6, 4/ 20;  see www.pgim f.org or bullet in board in hallway) .  I n addit ion to the church’s 
$1000 earm arked for the Hobsons, anyone who would like to donate towards this project  is 
requested to get  their cheques in to the church by June 1. Make cheques out  t o PGIMF for tax 
receipts.  Rosie Perera will be visit ing the Hobsons in Paris in June and will deliver whatever is 
collected by then. 
 
Church Retreat come one, come all to the next annual PGIMF church retreat held again at Camp Luther this 
year, May 30-June 1.  See Nubia or SueDoo for more information. 
 
The Wider Church 
From MBMS International:   FAMILY TIME IN THAILAND. Andy & Carmen Owen are MBMS International 
missionaries in Thailand.  On Tuesday, May 20, their new son, Isaac Jonathan will be 2 months old and 
getting more acquainted each day with older brother, Connor.  Today Carmen’s parents, MBMS International 
Director, Harold Ens and his wife Helen are visiting their children in Thailand.  Pray for an awesome family 
time, and that the entire Team 2000 and the work in Chonburi will be encouraged by the Ens’ visit. 
 
Between May 15-August 15 Three MBMS International missionary families will be on furlough (MINA) in 
this area and need accommodations. If you have the gift of hospitality and have a place that you would like to 
share with a family or couple, please call Betty Loeppky at 604-859-6267 or toll free at 1-888-866-6267 or 
email abbotsford@mbmbsinternational.org. (If you have appropriate accommodations for only a portion of 
that time, that too would be appreciated.) 
 

2 The April Christian Info News has arrived on our doorstep! Catch the article about LMC pastor Henry 
Krause and how he came to his peace position. 
 
Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents:  “Singing Along Life’s Road: Mennonite music for special 
occasions.  This event features the music from the 40’s, 50’s & 60’s.  Sunday, May 18th 2003 at 3:00 pm at 
the Central Heights MB Church, 1661 McCallum Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Tickets are $10.00 (students & 
children free)  Advance tickets are advised and can be purchased from the MHSBC office 604-853-6177 or 
[e-mail available upon request]. Henry Neufeld also may have a few tickets left. 
 
Regent College   Upcoming public lectures.  Wed., May 14 Rod Wilson: Christians and Anger: Breaking the 
Silence.  More information as it becomes available.  Further lectures in succeeding weeks. 
 
Lookout Gallery at Regent College   Two exhibitions from an exhibit entitled “Translations of the Word”  
will be showing from May 6 – June 21. In The Lookout Gallery will be works on Old and New Testament 
Subjects, including pieces by Schlieper, Blake, Chagall, Rouault and Doré. In the Regent Carey Library rare 
Bibles and manuscripts will be on view. Special reception in the Lookout Gallery and Regent Carey Library 
Wed., May 14 from 4:30-7:30 pm. 
 
You are invited to MC Canada’s Annual Assembly in St. Catherine’s, Ontario July 9-13, 2003.  Please 
register by June 1.  Registration forms available online at www.mennonitechurch.ca or see Andre or hard 
copy. 
 
Accommodations needed:  Between May 15-August 15 there will be three MBMS International missionary 
families on furlough (MINA) in this area and in need of accommodations. If you have the gift of hospitality 
and have a place that you would like to share with a family or couple, please call Betty Loeppky at 604-859-
6267 or toll free at 1-888-866-6267 or email [available upon request]. (If you have appropriate 
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accommodations for only a portion of that time, that too would be appreciated.) Also, if someone has a car 
that they could spare for one of these families between May 14 and June 15 - please call or email Betty. 
 
And from the “MennoLetter from Jerusalem, with MC Canada’s Glenn Witmer (May 2003 edition): 

 
 

‘Image of Abraham’ Brings Together Arab & Jewish Children 
By Debbie Berman 
Christian Science Monitor 

 
Jewish and Arab school children, residents of western and eastern Jerusalem who normally wouldn’t have anything to do 
with each other, meet on neutral ground in a program developed by the Bible Lands Museum of Jerusalem. The young 
participants in “The Image of Abraham” are able to utilize the museum’s rich educational resources to focus on the role of 
Abraham as Patriarch and trace the common elements in Arab and Jewish heritage, the bases of contemporary Arab and 
Jewish cultures.  
      One hundred and thirty Arab and Jewish children ages 9-10 took part in this year’s program. Director of Programming 
Amanda Weiss described the project as “a powerfully effective coexistence effort in desperately difficult times in 
Jerusalem.” This age group was chosen since they were old enough to grasp the historical perspective of learning the 
Bible but “young enough to be open and eager to take on a challenge like this,” Weiss explained. “The program is based 
on the common heritage that we share, of Abraham and Ibrahim.”   
      The fear and mistrust begins to erode as the children slowly get to know each other and take part in informal 
educational workshops designed around the museum exhibits. By the end, the biggest complaint was that the program 
would not be continuing. Many participants exchanged phone numbers. During their museum visits the children research 
their family trees, searching for the name ‘Abraham’ or ‘Ibrahim,’ and learn about Ancient Near Eastern cultures, tracing 
the elements common to Arab and Jewish heritage.  
      Parents of program participants expressed hope that their children would learn to live in coexistence with their 
Jerusalem neighbors. An East Jerusalem woman whose nine-year-old daughter is in the program said, “It is not logical 
being here, I know, but we had to keep coming. They want to live here in peace and we want to live in peace. This is the 
road we have to keep walking on, no matter what happens.”          
This is an excellent newsletter put together by a church witness in Jerusalem, Glenn Witmer - sometimes 
uplifting, sometimes despairing, always informative.  To get yourself on the list to receive it, send a subscribe 
message to [e-mail available upon request] or find it and other back issues at 
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/index.htm   
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The War with Amalek 
 
147.  Just as in military conscription the commander of the army first supplies money and then gives the signal for battle, in the same 
way also the soldiers of virtue receive mystical money and move in battle against the enemy, being led into the conflict by Joshua, the 
successor of Moses. 
148.  Do you observe the sequence in which Scripture proceeds?  As long as man is quite weak from maltreatment by wicked tyranny he 
does not ward off the enemy by himself, because he is not able.  Someone else fights on behalf of the weak, battering the enemy with 
one blow after another.  After he is set free from the bondage of his oppressors, is sweetened by the wood, is refreshed from his toil at 
the resting place among the palms, comes to know the mystery of the rock, and partakes of 
heavenly food, then he no longer wards off the enemy by another’s hand. Now, since he has already outgrown the stature of a child and 
has laid hold of the vigor of youth, he fights with his opponents by himself, using as a general no longer Moses the servant of God, but 
God himself, whose servant Moses became.  For the Law which from the beginning was given in type and shadow of things to come 
remains unfit for battle in the real conflicts.  But the fulfiller of the Law and successor of Moses serves as general; he was announced 
beforehand by the name which he shared with that earlier general. 
149.  If the people saw the hands of their lawgiver lifted up, they prevailed over the enemy in battle, but if they saw them hanging limp, 
they fell back.  Moses’ holding his hands aloft signifies the contemplation of the Law with lofty insights; his letting them hang to earth 
signifies the mean and lowly literal exposition and observance of the Law. 
150.  The priest lifted the weary hands of Moses, using as a helper a member of his family.  Nor is this outside the sequence of things 
contemplated.  for the true priesthood, through the word of God joined with it, lifts high again the powers of the Law which fell to earth 
because of the heaviness of the Jewish understanding.  the priesthood supports the falling Law at its base with a stone so that the Law, 
presenting a figure of outstretched hands, shows forth its own purpose to those who behold it. 
151.  For truly, to those who are able to see, the mystery of the cross is especially contemplated in the Law.  Wherefore the Gospel says 
somewhere that not one dot, not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law, signifying in these words the vertical and horizontal lines 
by which the form of the cross is drawn.  That which was seen in Moses, who is perceived in the Law’s place, is appointed as the cause 
and monument of victory to those who look at it. 
 
The Mountain of divine Knowledge 
152.  Again the Scripture leads out understanding upward to the higher levels of virtue.  For the man who received strength from the food 
and showed his power in fighting with his enemies and was the victor over his opponents is then led to the ineffable knowledge of God.  
Scripture teaches us by these things the nature and the number of things one must accomplish in life before he would at some time dare 
to approach in his understanding the mountain of the knowledge of God, to hear the sound of the trumpets, to enter into the darkness 
where God is, to inscribe the tablets with divine characters, and, if these should be broken through some offense, again to present the 
hand-cut tables to God and to carve with the divine finger the letters which were damaged on the first tables. 
153.  It would be better next, in keeping with the order of the history, to harmonize what is perceived with the spiritual sense.  Whoever 
looks to Moses and the cloud, both of whom are guides to those who progress in virtue (Moses in this place would be the legal precepts, 
and the cloud which leads, the proper understanding of the Law), who has been purified by crossing the water, who has put the foreigner 
to death and separated himself from the foreigner, who has tasted the waters of Marah (that is, the life removed far from pleasures) 
which although appearing bitter and unpleasant at first to those tasting it offers a sweet sensation to those accepting the wood, who has 
then delighted in the beauties  of the palm trees and springs (which were those who preached the Gospel, who were filled with the living 
water which is the rock), who received the heavenly bread, who has played the man against the foreigners, and for whom the 
outstretched hands of the lawgiver became the cause of victory foreshadowing the mystery of the cross, he it is who then advances to 
the contemplation of the transcendent nature. 
154.  His way to such knowledge is purity, not only purity of a body sprinkled by some lustral vessels but also of the clothes washed from 
every stain with water.  this means that the one person who would approach the contemplation of Being must be pure in all things so as 
to be pure in soul and body, washed stainless of every spot in both parts, in order that he might appear pure to the One who sees what is 
hidden and that visible respectability might correspond to the inward condition 
of the soul.  
155.  For this reason the garments are washed at divine command before he ascends the mountain, the garments representing for us in 
a figure the outward respectability of life.  No one would say that a visible spot on the garments hinders the progress of those ascending 
to God, but I think that the outward pursuits of life are well names the "garment."  
156.  When this had been accomplished and the herd of irrational animals had been driven as far from the mountain as possible, Moses 
then approached the ascent to lofty perceptions.  That none of the irrational animals was allowed to appear on the mountain signifies, in 
my opinion, that in the contemplation of the intelligibles, we surpass the knowledge which originates with the senses.  For it is 
characteristics of the nature of irrational animals that they are governed by the senses alone divorced from understanding.  Their sight 
and hearing often lead them to what stimulates their appetites.  Also, all other things through which sense perception becomes active 
assume an important place in irrational animals. 
157.  The contemplation of God is not effected by sight and hearing, nor is it comprehended by any of the customary perceptions of the 
mind.  For no eye has seen, and no ear has heard, nor does it belong to those things which usually enter into the heart of man.  He who 
would approach the knowledge of things sublime must first purify his manner of life from all sensual and irrational emotion.  He must 
wash from his understanding every opinion derived from some preconception and withdraw himself from his customary intercourse with 
his own companion, that is, with his sense perceptions, which are, as it were, wedded to our nature as its companion.  When he is so 
purified, then he assaults the mountain. 
158.  The knowledge of God is a mountain steep indeed and difficult to climb-the majority of people scarcely reach its base.  If one were 
a Moses, he would ascend higher and hear the sound of trumpets which, as the text of the history says, becomes louder as one 
advances.  For the preaching of the divine nature is truly a trumpet blast, which strikes the hearing, being already loud at the beginning 
but becoming yet louder at the end. 
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159.  The Law and the Prophets trumpeted the divine mystery of the incarnation, but the first sounds were too weak to strike the 
disobedient ear.  therefore the Jew’s deaf ears did not receive the sound of the trumpets.  As the trumpets came closer, according to the 
text, they became louder.  The last sounds, which came through the preaching of the Gospels, struck their ears, since the Spirit through 
his instruments sounds a noise more loudly ringing and makes a sound more vibrant in each succeeding spokesman.  the instruments 
which ring out the Spirit’s sound would be the Prophets and Apostles whose voice, as the Psalter says, goes out through all the earth:  
and their message to the ends of the world. 
160.  The multitude was not capable of hearing the voice from above but relied on Moses to learn by himself the secrets and to teach the 
people whatever doctrine he might learn through instruction from above.  This is also true of the arrangement in the Church:  Not all 
thrust themselves toward the apprehension of the mysteries, but, choosing from among themselves someone who is able to hear things 
divine, they give ear gratefully to him, considering trustworthy whatever they might hear from someone initiated into the divine mysteries.  
161.  It is said, Not all are apostles, nor all prophets, but this is not now heeded in many of the churches.  For many, still in need of being 
purifies from the way they have lived, unwashed and full of spots in their life’s garment and protecting themselves only with their irrational 
senses, make an assault on the divine mountain.  So it happens that they are stoned by their own reasonings, for heretical opinions are 
in effect stones which crush the inventor of evil doctrines. 
 
The Darkness 
 
162.  What does it mean that Moses entered the darkness and then saw God in it?  What is now recounted seems somehow to be 
contradictory to the first theophany, for then the Divine was beheld in light but now he is 
seen in darkness.  Let us not think that this is at variance with the sequence of things we have contemplated spiritually.  Scripture 
teaches by this that religious knowledge comes at first to those who receive it as light.  Therefore what is perceived to be contrary to 
religion is darkness, and the ecape from darkness comes about when one participates in light.  But as the mind progresses and, through 
an ever greater and more perfect diligence, comes to apprehend reality, as it approaches 
more nearly to contemplation, it sees more clearly what of the divine nature is uncontemplated. 
163.  For leaving behind everything that is observed, not only what sense comprehends but also what the intelligence thinks it sees, it 
keeps on penetrating deeper until by the intelligence’s yearning for understanding it gains access to the invisible and the 
incomprehensible, and there it sees God.  This is the true knowledge of what is sought; this is the seeing that consists in not seeing, 
because that which is sought transcends all knowledge, being separated on all sides by incomprehensibility as by a kind of darkness.  
Wherefore John the sublime, who penetrated into the luminous darkness, says, No one has 
ever seen God, thus asserting that knowledge of the divine essence is unattainable not only by men but also by every intelligent creature. 
164.  When, therefore, Moses grew in knowledge, he declared that he had seen God in the darkness, that is, that he has then come to 
know that what is divine is beyond all knowledge and comprehension, for the text 
says, Moses approached the dark cloud where God was.  What God?  He who made darkness his hiding place, as David says, who also 
was initiated into the mysteries in the same inner sanctuary. 
165.  When Moses arrived there, he was taught by word what he had formerly learned from darkness, so that, I think, the doctrine on this 
matter might be made firmer for us for being testified to by the divine voice.  The divine word at the beginning forbids that the Divine be 
likened to any of the things known by men, since every concept which comes from some comprehensible image by an approximate 
understanding and by guessing at the divine nature constitutes an idol of God and does not proclaim God 
166.  Religious virtue is divided into two parts, into that which pertains to the Divine and that which pertains to right conduct (for purity of 
life is a part of religion).  Moses learns at first the things which must be known about God (namely, that none of those things known by 
human comprehension is to be ascribed to him).  Then he is taught the other side of virtue, learning by which pursuits the virtuous life is 
perfected. 
167.  After this he comes to the tabernacle not made with hands.  Who will follow someone who makes his way through such places and 
elevates his mind to such heights, who, as though he were passing from one peak 
to another, comes ever higher than he was through his ascent to the heights?  First, he leaves behind the base of the mountain and is 
separated from all those too weak for the ascent.  Then as he rises higher in his ascent he hears the sounds of the trumpets.  thereupon, 
he slips into the inner sanctuary of divine knowledge.  And he does not 
remain there, but he passes on to the tabernacle not made with hands. For truly this is the limit that someone reaches who is elevated 
through such ascents. 
168.  For it seems to me that in another sense the heavenly trumpet becomes a teacher to the one ascending as he makes his way to 
what is not made with hands.  For the wonderful harmony of the heavens proclaims the wisdom which shines forth in the creating and 
sets forth the great glory of God through the things which are seen, in keeping with the statement, the heavens declare the glory of God.  
It becomes the loud sounding trumpet of clear and melodious teaching, as one of the Prophets says, The heavens trumpeted from 
above. 
169.  When he who has been purified and is sharp of hearing in his heart hears this sound (I am speaking of the knowledge of the divine 
power which comes from the contemplation of reality), he is led by it to the place where his intelligence lets him slip in where God is.  
This is called darkness by the Scripture, which signifies, as I said, the unknown and unseen.  when he arrives there, he sees that 
tabernacle not made with hands, which he shows to those below by means of a material likeness. 

 


