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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Jodie
Smith, Eric Hannan will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  
Later we will hear from Aaron Roberts who will be speaking from Ps. 137 on the theme of Remembrance and
Lament.  For now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do
not feel their children wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service
for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday    On April 29, 2007, Henry Neufeld gave two brief meditations on two of the day's lectionary
readings. The first was Psalm 23, a Psalm of comfort for those living in a dangerous and uncomfortable world.
Scriptures often spoke of Jesus as 'The Good Shepherd' and of us as the vulnerable sheep needing constant
guidance and protection. After singing a song paraphrasing this Psalm, Henry turned to John 10:22-32. When Jesus
claimed that he and the Father were one, and when people wanted to kill him for blasphemy, Jesus said, 'if you do
not like my words, at least judge me by my works.' Many modern churches want people to (1) believe, (2) then
behave and (3) belong. But Jesus changes that order to (1) follow me for a few days, watch how I behave, and see if
you like how I live. Then (2) join the group of others who also like how I am living. Finally as you live within this
group, (3) grow in faith and belief while you are being spiritually and emotionally supported by the church. The
early church (before being corrupted under and after Constantine) did not baptize people or hear their confessions
of faith until their lives had been carefully observed for a full year. Only then would their statements of belief be
believed. [JEK]

PGIMF News:

Upcoming speakers

May 13 Jesse Nickel (Peace) Having the Mind of Christ
May 20 Bruce Hiebert (LMF) The Politics of Christian Marriage
May 27 PGIMF Church retreat no service planned
June 3 Don Stoesz The Imprint of God

L   Please see the church website for information about the church retreat at Camp Luther at Hatzic

Lake.  We encourage you to sign up for activities and make this retreat a good one.  Child care will be provided
for families, and we encourage all families to come for the weekend.  Former church attenders are especially
requested to attend, and we encourage all of you to make a special effort to invite them.  The suggested fee is
$60 for adults and $30 for children 3-12.  Please talk to the committee if you have concerns, so that money is
not a barrier to participation.  Thank you.- Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Andre Pekovich

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

Summer Coffee Service    Please note the sign-up list on the bulletin board at the back to help out with serving
coffee during the summer season.  If you have any questions, please see Hannelore, and thank you in advance for
your participation.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   John and Mary Klassen are MBMS International missionaries to Germany. Thank God for this couple
who has given countless years of their lives to preaching, teaching and training in Bonn and surrounding areas in
Germany. Pray for blessings on the Biblical Seminary where they teach and for the churches they minister to.

MCC    June 2nd A FoodSafe course is being offered to all those who enjoy volunteering at the Abbotsford MCC
Festival and Relief Sale each fall. Join us at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church (7155 Sherbrooke St. Vancouver) for
this one-day course. For complete details call the church at (604) 327-3913.

May 26th MCC World Relief Fair at the Black Creek Association Community Hall 2001 Black Creek Road. Join
us for a day of activities for the whole family and make a difference in the life of someone in need. Check
mcc.org/bc/festivals for more info!

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir invites you to enjoy their performance of “The Sounds of Joy” with special guests
the Lion’s Gate Chorus and the singers from the UBC Opera Ensemble. Tix $25 or $21 for students/seniors
reserved seating, and ticket price includes free parking.  Tickets from 604-878-1190 or any
choir member (Edwin Hintz!) or Ticketmaster.   Saturday May 25th at 8:00 pm at the Chan Centre, 6265 Crescent
Rd UBC

Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia: May 20-21

Bogotá, Colombia - Churches in Colombia are calling for their North American sisters and brothers to raise awareness about
the humanitarian crisis in their country. Colombia has been devastated by a 50+ year internal war which claims an average of
3,000 lives a year.

In early March, the leadership of Mennonite Church Canada received a letter from three Anabaptist groups in Colombia. 
The letter exhorted Canadian Mennonites to challenge the Canadian government on its policy of unconditional support of the
Colombian government in its negotiations with paramilitary groups, and to advocate for federal legislation to better govern
Canadian multi-national firms involved in the resource extraction industry in Colombia.

The Colombian Mennonite Church, the Mennonite Brethren Church, and Brethren in Christ are now asking Canadian
Mennonites to participate in Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia from May 20-21. The materials can be found at
www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/247/.

The letter from the Columbian Mennonite churches and a matching letter from the Canadian Conference of

MB Churches is posted on the bulletin board at the back of the church.  Please read it and act as you are able.



Paul Thiessen will be returning to Uganda on May 24, and will revisit the pediatric hospital in Mbarara where he
has worked before. This hospital struggles with severe shortages of essential medicines and supplies, and
impoverished parents must often purchase their own medications and intravenous needles in order to ensure
treatment for their child. Paul would like to collect donations so that he can purchase medications there in
consultation with the physicians. If you can help, please make your cheque out to PGIMF with the amount
designated for "Mbarara, Uganda" ,and either give it to our church or mail it to Paul at 7162 Wiltshire Street,
Vancouver, V6P5H5. A tax receipt will be issued. Your help is very much appreciated. 

Please see the latest copy of the MennoLetter from Jerusalem on the bulletin board in the hall 

Mennonite Church Canada Gathering 2007   You are invited to register your delegates for Mennonite Church
Canada's annual assembly taking place July 3-6 at Mennonite Educational Institute in Abbotsford, BC. Registration
forms for Abbotsford 2007 are now available on-line or from your church secretary.  Register by Tuesday, May 15
and receive a $15 discount on your registration fee. Information regarding lodging, meals, flight discounts and
shuttle service is available in the registration form and online.  See you in Abbotsford!

Psalm 137

 1 By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept
       when we remembered Zion.

 2 There on the poplars
       we hung our harps,

 3 for there our captors asked us for songs,
       our tormentors demanded songs of joy;
       they said, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!"

 4 How can we sing the songs of the LORD
       while in a foreign land?

 5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
       may my right hand forget its skill .

 6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth
       if I do not remember you,
       if I do not consider Jerusalem
       my highest joy.

 7 Remember, O LORD, what the Edomites did
       on the day Jerusalem fell.
       "Tear it down," they cried,
       "tear it down to its foundations!"

 8 O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction,
       happy is he who repays you
       for what you have done to us-

 9 he who seizes your infants
       and dashes them against the rocks.   [NIV]



The Book of Odd-Job

Yea, sayeth Gord, I am the Gord, I am he who giveth, for I am your Gord, my people, I am He who guideth you out
of the foolishness of social democracy and into the promised land of neoconservatism. This is the land of milk and
honey, where the haves shall have their fill and more, but woe to those who have not, for from them shall be taken
even what they have, and they will experience pain and sorrow. Thus sayeth the Gord.

And Gord saw that it was good, because he said it was so. And Gord appointed to be at his right hand the Angel of
Content Consultation, his most favoured messenger, whom he called St. Dobelldip. And Gord sayeth to the angel at
his right hand, “Yea Dobelldip, you shall walk the pathways that I proclaim, and in them you shall do my will, for
you are my messenger. You shall sit with the Lords of Olympus and the Gods of Gateway, and you shall speak the
words of my mouth, that the Gord’s will be done. For you and I are of one mind Dobelldip, and you are my
messenger.”  And Dobelldip cheerfully did the Gord’s will....

And even as the disenfranchised began to gather, so also did the clouds begin to gather over the lordship of Gord
and his minions. For lo, allegations were made in the land, and the Legislature raided and a trial begun. A cry was
raised concerning dirty tricks and unjust rewards. Junior minions were prosecuted, but even so it seemed that a
latter rain of muck may fall upon a senior minion who had flown away from the reign of Gord into the empire of
Harmony and the land of Belkin.

And the storm continued to gather. And the crowd began to shout, “Who is this Dobelldipper, that he maketh the
costs of the convention centre expansion to double right before our eyes?” And from the reign of the Gord there
were admonishments to the crowd that all was well in the land of the Gord. Yet the crowds continued to ask “Who
is this Dobelldipper who teaches a mayor to lobby, who brandishes a sop for the homeless, and who creates a
creative precinct in which the haves may celebrate even though creativity be driven from the city walls? Who is this
Dobelldipper who allowed the scar of Cambie yea unto the streets of Richmond so that disorder was created
amongh the people and who pusheth the Gateway down the throats of the people?...”

And so it came to pass in the land of Gord that the social welfare stipend for an employable parent and two children
would be increased by $155 for each month. Thus sayeth Gord, $1,036 for each month for such as these is more
than they deserve, for they contributeth nothing to the Promised Land, but I the Gord am I a generous Gord,
rewarding even them who hateth me and my policies.

And though the clouds had gathered, and the latter rains began, and even drops of mud had begun to stick to the
Gord and his minions, it came to the Gord that his time of reward was nigh. And so it was that the lords of each of
his precincts would each receive an increase in their stipend in the manner of $1833.33 per month, or $22,000 per
year for it was as the Gord said. “They toil and sacrifice and richly deserve this reward.”

And there were greater rewards yet for those lords who ministered in the Gord’s cabinet. But chief among the
rewards the lords received was the resurrection of their pension plan. Thus sayeth the Gord, rewards for those who
toil in my halls must not tarry, nor should they be made to wait for a reward in Heaven. Six years in my halls shall
entitle each of them to roll in lucre for all the remaining days they walk upon my earth.

The chief of the rewards, sayeth the Gord, shall be mine own. And in the saying of his decree, the Gord’s stipend
nearly doubleth, unto $186,200 per year. Yea, for the Gord, virtue faileth as its own reward.  And the Gord rested,
for he saw his work was good....

- Vancouveriste

(Abridged) http://www.vancouveriste.com/2007/05/03/the-gord-giveth/ 


