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May 7, 2006
Fourth Sunday after Easter

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Karl
Brown, Eric Hannan will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Erna Freisen
is your usher. Later we will hear from Rovin Karuna who will be speaking on Islam in a Contemporary Christian
Society.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. Children are welcome to join the
primaries in the nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are available. 

"Religious people often prefer to be right rather than compassionate."  -  Karen Armstrong

Last Sunday   Elsie Wiebe of MCC and Karen McAndless-Davis introduced us in a personal way to the “When
Love Hurts” women’s abuse programme and support group with the stories of four women from the support
network who shared private details of their lives, how abuse fell into their lives, and their road to recovery. 
Particularly striking was the scripture from Psalm 55 ( “20My companion laid hands on a friend and violated a
covenant with me 21 with speech smoother than butter, but with a heart set on war; with words that were softer
than oil, but in fact were drawn swords”) to both the listeners and to the storytellers. It was a moving service and
a stimulating discussion time afterward, and is a “must borrow” from the library.  No summary can do justice to
the stories, and none will be provided. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
May 14 Henry Hildebrand -
May 21 Evan Kreider -
May 28 Church Retreat No service
June 4 - Pentecost

Coffee hour signup!   Our regular year for food groups having come to an end, we now rely on volunteers to
supply coffee during the summer season.  Please see the coffee signup sheet on the bulletin board in the back of
the church to sign up to provide coffee during the summer.  It is our greatest outreach, some would say, and one
in need of constant volunteers over the summer. but if you would like to bring baking, that is also much
appreciated. 

PGIMF AGM   Thank you to all those who attended our PGIMF Annual General Meeting last weekend.  Much
church business was discussed, and thanks is offered to all those who stepped forward to serve the church in
official capacities, as well as to those who have stepped back to concentrate their efforts in other areas.  

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Wider Church
MBMSI    GROWING THE CHURCH IN GERMANY! Lawrence and Selma Warkentin are Retired Volunteer
workers with MBMS International, serving in what was formerly East Germany. Please pray for them as they

travel between British Columbia and Germany, helping
to establish the church planting ministry in this area that
once was closed behind the Berlin wall.

MC-BC Conference  We understand all MCBC
Churches have received a copy of the letter Cedar Valley
Mennonite Church sent to the MCBC Executive. We
would like all our churches to know that Executive is
responding to Cedar Valley..a revised Identity-Vision
Statement will, in the next week, be sent out, which will
be presented to the delegates for a vote at the June 3
Special Delegates Session being held at Bethel
Mennonite Church. We encourage our Churches to
process the revised Statement within their congregations

and bring their feed back to our meeting on June 3. We look forward to the dialogue we will enjoy on the floor of
the Conference.  Janette Thiessen, MCBC   [Note: copy of Cedar Valley letter on bulletin board in hallway.
ed.]

Regent Tradition Conference 2006.  We are delighted to welcome Emeritus faculty Gordon Fee and Paul
Stevens as the featured speakers to sit under their teaching on the subject of Down-to-Earth Spirituality. This
fourth Regent Tradition Conference will not only honour our retired faculty, but will also provide a wonderful
learning opportunity for the wider Christian community.  Four sessions, May 27th from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.  For
more details or to register, see www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition06/intro.html 

Come join ALICE PARKER, Clinician in a seminar "Strengthening Congregational Song".  Alice though best
known for her work with Robert Shaw, has arranged hundreds of hymns and songs, more than a dozen of which
are in our own hymnal. This seminar, held at St. Mary's Kerrisdale Anglican Church, 2490 W. 37th Ave. (at
Larch) will focus on hymn texts for lectionary readings for Sunday May 21st and for Pentecost, and will take
place on Thursday May 18th, 7:30-9:30pm. $7 single/$5, 5-10/$50 flat fee 11 or more. Please pre-register:
contact Gale Walker 604-224-2104, or  

Memorial Cemetery Tour & Faspa presented by the Mennonite Historical Society of BC. Sunday, 21 May
2006. Once again we will honour our forbearers this year at the Maclure Rd. Mennonite Cemetery. Tributes will
begin at 2:30 pm at the Maclure Road Mennonite Cemetery and Faspa will be held at 5:00 pm at the Bakerview
MB Church with Dr. John B. Toews. Tickets for the Faspa $5:00 from the MHSBC office. 604-853-6177.

PGIMF Church Retreat   You are invited to attend the annual PGIMF Church Retreat scheduled for May 26-
28 (Friday evening til Sunday afternoon) at Camp Luther.  The theme this year is “Whatever the Question,
Community is the Answer.”   The cost for the retreat is $75 per person for the weekend, and $35 per child (age
3-15 years and includes all lodging and meals.  As is our custom, PGIMF will cover the cost of the retreat for
those who are not able to contribute the full (or any) amount, and you are requested to make sure the cost is
not a barrier to your attendance.  We really want to see you there!  Please e-mail Kris Schmidt at
 and let him know if you plan to attend for the whole weekend, what sleeping
arrangements you require, and how the church can help.  Deadline for signup is May 15th.  Last year was a
wonderful time with a balance of rest, play, fellowship and instruction, and this year should be more of the

Opera Appassionata
Members of all churches in Vancouver are invited
to join an ad-hoc Oratorio choir to perform
Mendelssohn's ELIJAH this summer
on August 20th. Weekly rehearsals begin soon,
but you also have a chance to join a week of
intense rehearsals prior to the performance. If you
are interested, please call conductor Frank
Klassen at  604-910-2907 or  emai l
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Come to the Table: a Conference on the Arts in Worship at Columbia Bible College in Abbotsford. May
26/27:  There's still room for you to attend this exciting conference sponsored by CBC and Emmanuel Mennonite
Church. This event is for pastors, worship leaders, musicians, artists, actors, writers, storytellers and all those
who are interested in a collaborative approach to worship. For complete information and to download a
registration form visit www.columbiabc.edu or www.emmanuelmennonite.com or contact Angelika Dawson for a
brochure:   or (604) 854 3654. Deadline for registration is May 15th.

Gospel of Judas  See the latest version of BC Christian News (available in the hall) for an excellent article by
Rikk Watts giving history and sound reasoning an airing in the debate over this latest story from ancient times. 

MDS   A combination of  situations means MDS sites are completely full for the summer. In addition to a lack of 
leadership and skilled construction crew leaders, several potential locations were not able to get enough clarity
from the local long-term recovery committee to justify planning for a summer site. We understand some may be
disappointed they cannot volunteer this summer, but the reality is that we have filled nearly ever possible slot. 

Gallery 7 Theatre & Performing Arts Society presents Beau Geste, a hilarious family comedy by James
Sherman. Sarah has a major problem: her parents, who want nothing more than for her to marry a nice Jewish
boy, believe she is dating a respectable Jewish doctor. Of course, nothing could be farther from the truth. Having
never met her elusive beau, her parents are now demanding an introduction. Determined to keep up the charade,
Sarah hires an actor to portray the so-called doctor at a family dinner party. Hilarity ensues as this highly
entertaining comedy examines family dynamics.  Tickets now on sale at House of James at 604-852-3701 $14.75
Adults * $13.25 Seniors & Students * $12.25 Children & Groups (10 +)

Pacific Theatre presents A Bright Particular Star by playwright Ron Reed, May 4 - June 3. World-renowned
author George MacDonald and family—Victorian hippies of a sort—take their homemade stage productions on
tour across Europe. His daughter Lilia is swept up by the exhilaration of a life in the theatre—spurred on by
family friends Mark Twain, Lewis Carroll and even London stage luminary Kate Terry. But faced with
competing family expectations, blossoming romance, and an urge to serve London’s poor, can Lilia justify so
frivolous a passion?  Wednesdays-Saturdays 8pm | Saturday matinees 2pm | Preview May 4, 8pm (tickets only
$10)  Opening May 5, 8pm | Talk Back Night – discussion with artists Friday, May 12  All performances at
Pacific Theatre 1420 W 12th.

MCC Peace ministries   Project Ploughshares (MCC Canada is a member organization) has joined with Oxfam
and Amnesty to press for international controls on the sale of small arms and light weapons around the world.
Their campaign, lasting from mid-March to early June is called "100 Days of Action on Small Arms and Light
Weapons." The campaign will culminate in a special United Nations summit in June to discuss an international
treaty for the control of small arms. Many countries have already come on board but Canada has not.
Ploughshares urges Canadians to press our government to say yes to an initiative that will be a major step in
stemming violence around the world. Action suggestions at www.ploughshares.ca/control/OneHundredDays.htm 

Gathering 2006 Registration will begin on May 1, 2006. The registration form and information will be on
the back page of the April 28 edition of the MB Herald. Registration will be available on-line on
May 1, 2006 at www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006.  The constitution was also distributed to all churches via the
Quarterly Mailer on March 1, 2006 and a paper copy should be available from your church office. All
churches may send 1 delegate per 25 members, plus 1 pastoral delegate, according to our constitution. For
more information on Gathering 2006 or to register on-line see www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006 .  Michelle
Penner, Executive Secretary, Cdn Conference of MB Churches.
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Genesis 21: 8–21
8The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac
was weaned Abraham held a great feast. 9 But Sarah
saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne
to Abraham was mocking, 10 and she said to Abraham,
"Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that slave
woman's son will never share in the inheritance with
my son Isaac."

11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it
concerned his son. 12 But God said to him, "Do not be
so distressed about the boy and your maidservant.
Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is
through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. 13 I
will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also,
because he is your offspring." 

14Early the next morning Abraham took some food and
a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them
on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy.
She went on her way and wandered in the desert of
Beersheba. 

15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy
under one of the bushes. 16 Then she went off and sat
down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought,
"I cannot watch the boy die." And as she sat there
nearby, she began to sob. 

17God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is
the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the
boy crying as he lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and take
him by the hand, for I will make him into a great
nation." 

19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of
water. So she went and filled the skin with water and
gave the boy a drink. 

20God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the
desert and became an archer. 21 While he was living in
the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from
Egypt.

Hebrews 5: 4–14
4No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be
called by God, just as Aaron was. 5So Christ also did
not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high
priest. But God said to him, 
   "You are my Son; 
      today I have become your Father”  6And he says in
another place, 
   "You are a priest forever, 
      in the order of Melchizedek."

7During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up
prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the
one who could save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was
a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered

9and, once made perfect, he became the source of
eternal salvation for all who obey him 10and was
designated by God to be high priest in the order of
Melchizedek. 

11We have much to say about this, but it is hard to
explain because you are slow to learn. 12In fact, though
by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's
word all over again. You need milk, not solid food!
13Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not
acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.
14But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

Mathew 21: 43–46

 43"Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and given to a people who will
produce its fruit. 44He who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be
crushed."

45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus'
parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46They
looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of
the crowd because the people held that he was a
prophet.


