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May 9, 2004 
Mothers’  Day 
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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Vange 
Thiessen and Nadine Neudorf; Nubia Martens will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on 
the piano. Our service is focussed on thoughts for Mother’s Day.  Angela Ekkert and Heather Pauls are in charge 
of Sunday School, and Carrie Wiebe and Katy Garden will be with the toddlers - preschoolers may join the 
primary class or stay with the toddlers if they wish.  Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship.  
 
Last Sunday:   Last Sunday's service focused on how the gospel is put into practice with non-profit projects such 
as the 'Luke 15 House' which provides housing, friendship, support, Christian sharing and structure for about 20 
men who are hoping to build 'normal' lives after having spent time in prison or on the streets. Henry Hildebrand's 
introduction on The Prodigal Son reminded us that not all prodigal sons leave home, not all return, not all recover, 
and not all are accepted back. Janet Hildebrand (representing Luke 15 House) told of life in this 'miracle house', of 
how difficult it is for someone to be able to celebrate a birthday' (one year of being drug/alcohol/trouble free), and 
of her surprise that Catholics are far more open to supporting this type of social work than are most Protestant 
congregations. Ed, formerly of the Luke 15 House and eventually a member of their Board, told his story in some 
detail, sharing how his years have seen their share of good intentions, a truly disadvantaged upbringing, the hiding 
of pain behind a fog of alcohol or drugs, and repeated attempts to seek God. The Luke House people were there 
for him, helping to the extent he could permit at any given time. He told of what it meant to him as a professional 
house thief to be asked by Janet to house sit for them and thereby demonstrate her trust in him as a good person. 
He concluded by reminding us that his need for God is not significantly different from ours, just more visible. 
[JEK] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Upcoming speakers 
May 16   Hildegard Lemke   My Lessons from Away 
May 23   Henry Neufeld    Communion 
May 30   Church retreat at Camp Luther  ...come one and all! 
June 6   Wayne Northey    Restorative Justice 

 
Just wanted to remind you that there are no food groups assigned for the months of May, June, July and August 
2004.  If you wish to bring goodies and make coffee for any of the weekends, there will be a sign up sheet posted 
at the bulletin board near the mail boxes.  Have a great spring and summer!  - HEATHER SCHNEIDEREIT 
 
Retreat    There is only one week remaining before the deadline to register for the retreat at Camp Luther, May 
28 - 30! Please see the link on the website at http://www.pgimf.org/archive/2004_PGIMF_Retreat.pdf  or 
pick up a registration form at church this Sunday if you have not received one. It will be a great time to visit, 
worship, relax, learn, create and have fun. We especially encourage you to think of something to share with the 
group on the Saturday evening: a joke, a skit, a music piece, a magic trick, a secret talent no one has guessed that 
you possess..... It can be serious or fun, just a chance to share informally with the rest of the group.  See Veronica 
or one of the others in the planning committee to register. 
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The Wider Church 
 
MCBC Annual Sessions   Delegates are needed to attend the annual sessions of the Mennonite Church BC 
conference June 5th at Eden Church. We are entitled to four delegates.  If you can attend, please see Don.  
 
Fraserview is 50 years old (and 25 years at the Richmond location).  You are invited to a Banquet of 
Remembrance Saturday May 15th beginning with a mass choir rehearsal at 4:30 followed by a banquet at 6:00 pm. 
Sunday celebration worship service at 10:00 am.  Tickets are $25 each to the banquet - for information or tickets 
please call 604-270-4211 or visit the website at  www.fraserviewchurch.com  
 
Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ) is pleased to host an evening with Father Rene Fumoleau on Wednesday, May 
19, 7:30, at Killarney MB Church (6426 Kerr Street). Father Fumoleau is a renowned poet, photographer, film-
maker and author. He has lived and worked in the Northwest Territories since 1952. His discussion, "Stories from 
the North: Lessons for the South", will through his poetry and stories shed light on that fascinating part of Canada 
-- North of 60. The evening marks CPJ's 40th Anniversary. Refreshments to follow. For more information, please 
call Wally Braul at 604 264 1753. He is the BC director for CPJ. RSVP to Donna Stewart at 604 986 9604 or [e-
mail available upon request].  
 
Regent College   Public Lecture featuring Rod Wilson, speaking on Sensuality, Passion and Emotion: Friends or 
Foes? in the chapel at Regent College,  Wed., May 19 at 8:00 pm. These lectures tend to draw large crowds, so 
plan to arrive early for a good seat.  
 
See a new edition of the MennoLetter from Jerusalem on the bulletin board in the hall for an excellent series 
of articles on Christian Zionism, and on Israeli and Palestinian women who are working together to have the 
barrier removed.  Menno Letter is a publication of MC Canada/USA and features Glenn Witmer, an MC Canada 
Witness worker based in Jerusalem who often conducts tours for visitors around the holy land with special 
emphasis on understanding and reconciliation 
 
Pacific Grace Mandarin Church (MB) requests the honour of your presence at our building dedication service on 
Sunday, May 16, 2004 at 2:30 p.m. at 380 Hythe Avenue, Burnaby, B.C. V5B 3H9 
 

 MCC   Abbotsford, BC -- In response to last week's deadly train blast in North Korea, Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) has purchased badly needed medical supplies, including antibiotics, tetanus shots, topical creams, IV fluids and 
pain relief. The 280 kilograms of supplies were purchased in Hong Kong and will be carried into North Korea today, 
April 27, by Willie Reimer, director of MCC Food, Disaster and Material Resources in Winnipeg, and other members of a 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB) delegation who are currently in Beijing, China.  
 
The supplies will be turned over to World Health Organization representatives in Pyongyang. The medicines are meant to 
replenish supplies depleted by the emergency in the Ryongchon county, North Pyongan province, where last Thursday a 
train explosion killed more than 150 people and injured more than 1,000. Estimates are 1,850 homes and large number of 
public buildings were destroyed or damaged. "This many burn victims in any one place would put a strain on any health 
care system," said Laura Loewen, Executive Director of MCC BC, who visited North Korea nearly two years ago. "But in 
this context, you're having it happen on top of a severely strained health system that's working with very limited 
resources." Caritas-Hong Kong, a Catholic relief agency and partner of MCC in shipping aid to North Korea, coordinated 
the purchase of the supplies. MCC has provided emergency relief, including school kits and newborn kits and canned 
meat, to North Korea since 1996. 
 
To make a donation to the North Korea Emergency appeal, send cheques made out to MCC BC and designated for North 
Korea Emergency to MCC BC Box 2038, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. Credit card donations can be made when you call 
(604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622-6337 or visit www.mcc.org/northkorea .  
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Romans 12: 9-16 
 
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what 
is good. 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 13Share with God's people who are in 

need. Practice hospitality.  
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 
mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 
position. Do not be conceited.  

 
 

Hosea 11 
 
God's Love for Israel  
 
1 "When Israel was a child, I loved him,  and out of 
Egypt I called my son.  2 But the more I called Israel,  
the further they went from me. They sacrificed to the 
Baals  and they burned incense to images.  3 It was I 
who taught Ephraim to walk,  taking them by the arms;  
but they did not realize  it was I who healed them.  4 I 
led them with cords of human kindness,  with ties of 
love;  I lifted the yoke from their neck  and bent down 
to feed them.   5 "Will they not return to Egypt  and will 
not Assyria rule over them  because they refuse to 
repent?  6 Swords will flash in their cities,  will destroy 
the bars of their gates  and put an end to their plans.  7 
My people are determined to turn from me.  Even if 
they call to the Most High,  he will by no means exalt 
them.  8 "How can I give you up, Ephraim?  How can I 
hand you over, Israel?  How can I treat you like 
Admah?  How can I make you like Zeboiim?  My heart 
is changed within me;  all my compassion is aroused.  9 
I will not carry out my fierce anger,  nor will I turn and 
devastate Ephraim.  For I am God, and not man-  the 
Holy One among you.  I will not come in wrath. 10 They 
will follow the LORD ;  he will roar like a lion.  When 
he roars,  his children will come trembling from the 
west.  11 They will come trembling  like birds from 
Egypt,  like doves from Assyria.  I will settle them in 
their homes,"  declares the LORD .   Israel's Sin  12 
Ephraim has surrounded me with lies,  the house of 
Israel with deceit.  And Judah is unruly against God,  
even against the faithful Holy One.  
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You will lose your baby teeth 
At times you’ ll lose your faith in me 
You will lose a lot of things 
But you cannot lose my love. 
 
You may lose your appetite 
Your guiding sense of wrong and right 
You may lose your will to fight 
But you cannot lose my love. 
 
You will lose your confidence 
In times of trial, your common sense. 
You may lose your innocence, 
But you cannot lose my love. 
 
Many things can be misplaced 
Your very memories be erased 
No matter what the time or space, 
You cannot lose my love. 
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Send some rain, won’ t You send some rain 
Cause the earth is dry and needs to drink again 
And the sun is high and we are sinking in the shade. 
Would You send a cloud, thunder long and loud, 
Let the sky grow black and send some mercy down. 
Surely You can see that we are thirsty and afraid. 
 
But maybe not, not today; 
Maybe You’ ll provide in other ways. 
And if that’s the case… 
We’ ll give thanks to You with gratitude 
For lessons learned in how to thirst for You. 
How to bless the very sun that warms our face 
If you never send us rain. 
 
Daily bread, give us daily bread, 
Bless our bodies keep our children fed. 
Fill our cups, then fill them up again tonight. 
Wrap us up, and warm us through 
Tucked away beneath our sturdy roofs. 
Let us slumber safe from danger’s view this time. 
 
But maybe not, not today; 
Maybe You’ ll provide in other ways 
And if that’s the case… 
We’ ll give thanks to You with gratitude 
A lesson learned: to hunger after You, 
That a starry sky offers a better view 
If no roof is overhead, 
And if we never taste that bread. 
 
Oh the differences that often are between 
Everything we want and what we really need. 
So grant us peace, Jesus grant us peace, 
Move our hearts to hear a single beat 
Between alibis and enemies tonight. 
 
Or maybe not, not today. 
Peace might be another world away, and if that’s the 
case… 
We’ ll give thanks to You with gratitude 
For lessons learned in now to trust in You 
That we are blessed beyond what we could ever dream 
In abundance or in need… 
 
And if You never grant us peace, 
But Jesus, would You, please? 

 The Weight of Parenting by Ulrich Schaffer  Lord 
sometimes i am frightened by the weight i feel to 
bring up these children that you have entrusted to me 
because in our time full of confusion and potential it 
seems harder and harder to know how to raise 
children  i know that i will make mistakes that i will 
fail my children that my strength and patience will 
not be sufficient that i will make the wrong decisions 
and that at times my love will grow weak  around me 
i see parents laboring under the same weight afraid in 
the same way trying their best reading feeling 
growing to stay close to their children so that they 
will have the best possible start  help us all to keep 
love going and put your blessing on our love which 
then has a chance to overcome all the mistakes we 
will make help us to know what it means practically 
to be real companions to our children 
 


