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5  Sunday after Easterth

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Henry Neufeld, Ann
Marie Neudorf will lead us in song, Rosemary Bell will accompany at the piano, and Peter Neudorf is your
usher.   Later we will be hearing from Barbara Nickel, whose message is entitled “Poetry & Peace” based on
Revelation 12:11.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.  Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each
month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Death, noted Hannah Dutko in speaking on Revelation 12:11, is not reflected on much in our
society.  John, the writer of Revelation asks us to consider death at every step of our lives. This letter to the
ancient churches who are under persecution and facing death of the body or of the spirit in being led astray by
popular beliefs of the empire, were addressed in three ways by John.  Though nothing new (Revelation quotes
the Old Testament more often than any other book of the bible)  the visions in Revelation confirm what we
already have been told in countless other ways - to hold fast to our discipleship and be faithful in the midst of
injustice and falsehood. The imagery in this book supports these thoughts - Jesus the slain lamb, the woman in
birth representing Israel, and the dragon representing the
militaristic evil empire that lives without evnd even until today.
Hannah noted the text encourages us to face these challenges in
three ways.  Firstly, as Christ laid his life down in order to
overcome, so too will we overcome if we give our lives for
Christ.  Secondly, we overcome by testifying how God acts for us
out of love.  Hannah noted in her profession that active listening
can only take troubled people so far - at some point it is necessary
to use the gospel to envision a better future for all, and to commit
to it.  Last, we overcome by dying to our desires and being reborn
into the desires God has for us.  In a society where we face death
so seldom that we have come to believe that evil does not exist,
God asks us to die to self-centredness, to desire, to satieity, in order to live to fulfill God’s vision.  The spirit
will shape us into whole, god-loving people, if only we will let it.   [AP] 

PGIMF News
May 20 Megan Jung Boldly, For the Love of God
May 27 ***PGIMF Church Retreat at Camp Luther with Rob Des Cotes***
June 3 TBA Trinity Sunday
June 10 TBA

The Wider Church
MB Mission    Melvin & Gudrun Warkentin are serving in Paraguay, teaching and preparing future leaders
from indigenous churches.  This week, May 14 -18 they are hosting a seminar for 80 pastors and their wives. 
Pray that God will give them all of the strength they need, and bless this time of training.

Enbridge and the Church   Everyone is invited to a screening On The Line, a documentary record an eco-
adventure that explores issues around the Enbridge pipeline; Wednesday, May 23 at 7 pm, West Point Grey
United Church.  Admission is free. Co-sponsored by the West Point Grey Ministerial.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer coffee signup
Thank you to all the food groups who
made this year’s coffee and fellowship
following the services such a success. 
Please help us carry it on informally
through the summer, and sign up to  help
provide coffee on the signup list at the
back of the church.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Celebration Feast and Music of the Middle East:   A community-building event will be held to celebrate our
partnership with the Palestinian community of refugees assisted with resettlement by local churches.  You are
invited to come and enjoy the food and music of the Palestinians Friday May 25  at 6:00 pm at West Pointth

Grey United Church, 4595 W. 8th Ave.  Tickets are $20 for adults and teens, $10 for children 5 to 12 years old
and children under 5 are free.  With activities for children before dinner, this event is for the whole family. 
Any funds left over will be used to help retire travel debt amassed by the refugee families from the Canadian
government. Please see Chris Skinner or Annie Funk for tickets.

Regent College Free Public Lecture   Join like-minded individuals and the Regent community for the
summer free lecture series where on Wednesday May 16  Jim Belcher will speak on London Burning and theth

Post-riot Debates.  Jim is the former founding church planter and lead pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church
in Newport Beach, CA.  All lectures will be held at 8:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College and fill quickly,
so arrive early for a good seat.

MCC fundraising luncheon   The MCC Thrift Shop in Yarrow suffered irreparable damage in a fire last
week. Thankfully, no one was hurt in the fire which began in the wee hours of the morning. Please remember
the shop committee in your prayers as they consider next steps. You can read a full story and see photos when
you visit http://bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/yarrow-thrift-fire

Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012   Assembly 2012 Early Bird registration deadline is May 15 . th.

Plan to attend Dusting off the Bible for the 21st Century, Mennonite Church Canada’s 2012 Assembly in
Vancouver. There will be music, inspiration, friends, faith, and food. Save by signing up by May 15th! Details
at www.mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012 .

North American Orthodox Peace Fellowship 2012  You are invited to attend this Peace Conference on the
theme “Conflict and Compassion: Reclaiming Eden” co-sponsored by University of the Fraser Valley and
Orthodox Peace Fellowship, June 1-3, at UFV in Abbotsford. The keynote address, by David Goa is titled
“Religion and Peacemaking: Rethinking Muhammad and Healing the Heart of Muslims and Christians.”
Sessions will be on such topics as the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Peacemaking in Africa, Relations between
Iran and the West, and Religion and Peacebuilding.  Speakers include Jim Forest, Tarek Abuata, Alex Patico,
Marc Gopin, Laurie Blanton Pierce, Ernie Regehr, Andrew Klager, Ron Dart, and Archbp. Lazar (Puhalo). 
Registration is open to all interested parties, and although the conference maintains a multi-faith flavour, Jon
Nofziger (MCC-BC) insists Orthodox Christian and Mennonite perspectives will figure prominently this year. 
For more information and registration see http://www.incommunion.org  

Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship goes to Camp Luther    

You are invited to join PGIMF at Camp Luther for our church retreat at camp.  This year, we are pleased to

present Rob Des Cotes, of the Imago Dei Community, who will lead us in a series of guided reflections on

"Belonging to Life" in three parts beginning Friday night, with "Belonging to God"; with "Belonging to

Yourself", and "Belonging to Others" on Saturday.  We hope to have full participation at our Sunday service

where we also hope to be serve communion on this Pentecost Sunday.   Child care will be provided for families

so that they are encouraged to come for the weekend.  Former church attenders are especially invited to attend,

and we encourage all of you to make a special effort to invite them.  If you have questions, please contact the

organizers - Diane Ehling and Andre Pekovich.

In Memoriam
Heidi Jennine Pethybridge passed away in February this year in Kamloops.  Born in Lacombe, AB on October
23rd, 1955, she later moved to BC, studying criminology and nursing at Cariboo College and SFU, and worked
at the Tranquille Institution in Kamloops and later in Vancouver in health care and restaurants.  In later years
she most enjoyed helping and visiting with family and many extended family and friends in Kamloops.  She is
survived by her mother Jeanne, brother John, nephew Cole and niece Lara.  She will be missed by those who
knew her at PGIMF.

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012
http://www.incommunion.org


Matthew 13: 31-32; 34-35 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet
when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and perch in its branches…Jesus spoke all

these things to the crowd in parables; he did not
say anything to them without using a parable.
So was fulfilled what was spoken through the
prophet: ‘I will open my mouth in parables, I
will utter things hidden since the creation of the
world.’” [NIV]

Psalm 78: 1-3

“O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the
words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in
parables, I will utter hidden things, things from

of old—what we have heard and known, what
our fathers have told us.” [NIV]

Nickel Mines

You can’t see
the small bones
of the five
girls who stopped
growing that day,
nor the worms
grown since their 
decay, nor their
mothers’ arms
warm around
their killer’s

beloved, oh—
the eldest said
shoot me first, 
stood in harm’s 
way unafraid
of death wearing
an apron, like
her mother,
baking bread
for the one
with the gun.

– Barbara Nickel

On a Church Lawn

Dandelion cavalry, light little saviors,
baffle the wind, they ride so light.
They surround a church and outside the window
utter their deaf little cry: “If you listen
well, music won’t have to happen.”

After service they depart singly
to mention in the world their dandelion faith:
“God is not big; He is right.”

--William Stafford


