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May 15 , 2011th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by J. Evan Kreider; we
will be led in song by Erna Friesen, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Ike Sawatsky is your usher.  
 Later, we will hear from Veronica Dyck who will be speaking on John 10:1-10 in a message entitled I am
the Gate for the Sheep.   Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with
small children, please note child-minding is available on the second and last Sundays of each month.  Please
contact any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday  Last Sunday, Karl Brown asked us, "What if we're all
wrong?"  Our lectionary readings for the day retold the death and
resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2), how we are therefore to live (1 Peter 1),
and that if we do those things we will go to heaven (Luke 24). 
However, the Koran tells its readers to do certain righteous works and
they too will go to heaven.  But what if everybody is wrong?  Thomas
Paine, for example, published a criticism of religions generally.  He
believed there was a caring, loving God, but in his "The Age of
Reason" argued that religion was not reflecting this God.  He saw that
contemporary religion in his day was evil, for none of us has a special
connection with God or influence over God.  He wanted worship
without formalized religion, so he proposed "Deism".  He did not recognize any miracles some have
attributed to God, nor did he ever see God intervening in history or appearing in visions.  All of those would
break God's laws of physics, nature, etc.  Instead, Paine wrote that God gave us our powers of reasons and
we can learn to use it.  As for Jesus, Paine concluded that God would never create a man just to kill him.  By
contrast, one modern (and very popular) preacher teaches that it is misguided to think that a few of us will go
to heaven and all the others will suffer.  Studies suggest that, in spite of what specific churches teach, most
members believe that most people will go to heaven.  In fact, institutionalized religion tends to focus on
small current issues of the day (e.g., mode or timing of baptism, sexuality) and overlook ethical essentials. 
How do we know who is right?  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
May 22 Morgan Tipton Lectionary
May 29 PGIMF retreat Telling our stories
June 5 Mariam Kamell James 1:12-18
June 12 Mariam Kamell James 1:19-27

L   Menno Simons Centre Cleanup Day!   The cleanup day has been postponed to May 21  from 10:00st

am to 2:00 pm but the work remains, so please come, bring a friend, kids or anyone who wishes to help.  Be
ready for painting and yard work, and lunch will be taken care of.  Morgan and Ben have more details. 

Refugee support    The family from Al Hol refugee camp should arrive within a couple of weeks.  Please
pray for the family as the unrest in Syria continues.  An apartment has been found in Burnaby, and furniture
and household items have already been donated.  There remains a few things needed - please see Chris
Skinner if you did not get the list she sent around.  The churches look forward to welcoming the family with
a well-stocked household.  Help with settling in, driving to appointments and such is gratefully received.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer Coffee Service

Please note the sign-up list on the

bulletin board at the back to help

out with serving coffee during the

summer season.  If you have any

questions, please see Hannelore,

and thank you in advance for your

participation.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MB Mission   Pray today Greg & Becky Ouellette, serving with MB Mission in south Thailand. Praise for
the new relationships that are being made together with the TREK team and pray that these friends would
learn to love the Father. 

Blog of the week    Suggestions gratefully received....

Regent College    Continues its series of public lectures this summer season beginning May 5  with W.th

David O. Taylor speaking on Art, the Holy Spirit, Fig Trees and the Problem of Abundance.  Lecture takes
place Thursday, May 5, 8:00pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good seat.

MCC   Volunteer Drivers Needed - MCC British Columbia is hosting MCC's Annual General Meeting June
6-11. Staff and delegates will be flying in from across North America throughout the week and we are in
need of volunteer drivers to pick up people up from Vancouver, Bellingham, and Abbotsford airports and
bring them to Columbia Bible College (CBC) beginning June 4.  Drivers will also be needed to take people
from CBC to their airport up to June 12.  Drivers may need to use their own car but will be compensated for
their mileage.  For more information contact Ruth Jackson at rjackson@mccbc.com or call her at
604-850-6639 or toll free 1-888-622-6337. 

MHSBC    Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Through the Desert Goes Our Journey, a film by
Walter Ratliff,  Saturday, May 28, 2011  at  7 pm, & on the following day a Lecture Mennonites & Muslims
on the Silk Road:  A New Look at the Great Trek to Central Asia, again with Walter Ratliff, Sunday May 29,
2011 at 3:00 pm.  Both events to be held at the Columbia Bible College Chapel, 2940 Clearbrook Road,
Abbotsford, B.C.  The MHSBC Annual General Meeting will be held just prior to the lecture at 2:30 pm. 

MCC    June 7 at 7 pm - Religion Culture and the Middle East Conflict: Public Lecture with MCC's Darryl
Byler at Trinity Western University Northwest Building, room 101. For more information visit
http://twu.ca/sites/rcc/symposia/2011sym/lecture-series.html  

Mennonite Men    On June 11, 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM MENNONITE MEN is inviting all men and boys 13
years and older from the Mennonite Churches in Metro Vancouver to a complimentary breakfast at Peace
Mennonite Church, 11571 Daniels Road, Richmond BC. Peace welcomes Gareth Brandt, Instructor at CBC
as keynote speaker for the morning. Gareth is the author of Under Construction: Reframing Men's
Spirituality and will be sharing some of his thoughts from that book. Pray for that God may bless this
gathering, and that there may be a vision for men's ministry in MCBC.  

Farewell letter from Steve Berg

...The final days of my leadership as your Conference Minister are here.  There is an echo in my empty office,
but many wonderful memories still fill these walls.  I would simply say "Thank You!" for seven wonderful
years of ministry partnership and friendship.  It has been an honour and delight to serve Christ among all of
you and the BCMB Churches, Camps, Schools and Ministries.  I have been expanded as a leader and deepened
as a Christian.  I will carry this forward into the new opportunities of my missionary call.

There are several clarifying and functional pieces to my closing comments.  Many have asked where Karen
and I will be living - and the answer is right here in Abbotsford.  My new leadership will require a good deal
of travel, but home will be here with our children and grand children.  We will also stay within the BCMB
family so our connection will continue with you.  After a break for the summer, I will begin with Power To
Change and The Christian Embassy of Canada on September 1.  

As you know Merv Boschman has accepted the appointment as Interim CM and I am confident in his capable
leadership of our team.  He and Carol are away in Israel for two weeks, but upon his return please make the
connection with him as you need direction and support.  My email account will close at the end of this week
and Kelly will redirect your emails to other members of the team....

- Steve Berg, Conference minister, BCMB

http://tropicat.wordpress.com/2008/05/23/belize-mennonite/
http://twu.ca/sites/rcc/symposia/2011sym/lecture-series.html
http://twu.ca/sites/rcc/symposia/2011sym/lecture-series.html


Mennonite Disaster Service    First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver is finalizing plans to send an
intergenerational work team to help with the MDS flood recovery project in Kingcome Inlet, BC in July. 
Please pray for those that are considering joining the team, for the MDS folks already at work on the project,
and for the First Nations people in Kingcome Inlet that are slowly rebuilding their community.  You can
contribute your hands or funds to Unit 6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 or by phone at 1-866-
261-1274 or online at www.mds.mennonite.net/donate 

Green Fair    Mother Earth News is sponsoring a "Green Fair" in Puyallup, Washington, about 25 minutes
south of Seattle Center in the weekend June 4-5.  For $25 (on the internet) you get a weekend pass.
Workshops on Green building design, solar energy, making homemade cheese. Lots of 'how to' workshops. 
Walter Bergen would like to see if 20 people from MCBC and other churches would go and if we could get
a discount from Best Western as a group. See www.motherearthnews.com/fair/home.aspx for info, and if you
would like to go down in a group and try to get a better deal on a place to stay email  (Address available from
webmaster)  or see the link at www.sixmastersfarm.com. 

The upcoming Mennonite Church Canada Assembly in Waterloo is fast approaching.... if you register
before May 15, you can reduce your registration costs. See www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/ 
or call 1-866-888-6785 for registration information.  Delegates and congregations may wish to review and
discern resolutions to bring to the floor of the delegate body. There are instructions and a form to complete. 
There is also a resolution for proposed bylaw changes that are seeking:

o   A change from annual to biennial Mennonite Church Canada assemblies
o   A change in the numbers for quorum at Mennonite Church Canada delegate assemblies

Sent with greetings on behalf of Mennonite Church Canada leadership, by 
Dan Dyck, Director of Communications
Toll free: 1-866-888-6785 

Fundraising concert    West Point Grey Baptist invites you to join Tora Klassen and friend in a solo voice
recital to benefit Hope International Development Agency (http://www.hope-international.com).  In
collaboration with pianist Erica Ross, Tora will perform works by Gabriel Fauré, Johannes Brahms, and
Aaron Copland.  Friday, 20 May 2011, at 7:00 pm at West Point Grey Baptist Church 4509 West 11th
Avenue, Vancouver BC.  $15 suggested donation (50% of all proceeds to benefit HOPE International
Development Agency).  For more information see www.toraklassen.com or follow her and RSVP at the
Facebook event page at  http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=222644857748947 

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/donate
http://www.motherearthnews.com/fair/home.aspx
http://www.sixmastersfarm.com
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/
(http://www.hope-international.com
http://www.toraklassen.com
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=222644857748947


 Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’42

teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread

43and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone,
because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. All who believed were together44

and had all things in common; they would sell45

their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as46

they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad
and generous hearts, praising God and having the47

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the
Lord added to their number those who were being
saved.     [NRSV]

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.1

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads2

me beside still waters;  he restores my soul. He3

leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I4

fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and
your staff— they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of5

my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all6

the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house
of the Lord my whole life long.     [NRSV]

1 Peter 2:19-25

For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God,19

you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you20

endure when you are beaten for doing wrong,
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do
right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.

For to this you have been called, because Christ21

also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you should follow in his steps. “He22

committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.” When he was abused, he did not return23

abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but
he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the24

cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but25

now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.     [NRSV]

John 10:1-10

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter1

the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters2

by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The3

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. When he has brought out all4

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They5

will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of

strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with6

them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them. So again Jesus said to them,7

“Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and bandits;8

but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate.9

Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will
come in and go out and find pasture. The thief10

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.    
[NRSV]


