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Trinity Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Veronica

Dyck, in song by Edwin Hintz, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later

we will hear from Gay Lynn Voth who will be speaking on Acts 13:27-41 for Trinity Sunday in a sermon

entitled The Work of the Triune God.   Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care

during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us

in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday    Grant Hill’s Pentecost message to us on “The Wristwatch of Humbleness” began with the

Pentecost story of the faithful who were instructed to wait in Jerusalem for the blessing of the holy spirit.  This

blessing, a spontaneous act of creation by God, was unlike any other event before or since, and it was not in their

control  Can you imagine a drunken Dolly Parton speaking in perfect French? Yet the Jews of the time expected

just that when they supposed that these uncouth Galileans were merely drunk when speaking in the tongues that

were the blessing of God. Grant noted that this event divided the time of God before, from the time of God after,

and gives us a choice in how we choose to respond.  This is not just another miracle like the Babel story, and to

treat it as such leads to two pitfalls.  This event divided the time before when God spoke only to an elect few,

from the time now, when God speaks to all, each in one’s own age and place.  We cannot expect God’s message

to us now to have tongues of fire resting on our heads - that was a unique event that divided the time before from

the time after. Grant asks us to take care to place ourselves in the proper time - neither before the proper time,

living as if Jesus had not blessed us personally with tongues of fire, therefore we are not yet saved - nor after the

proper time, to live in complete freedom as if things which are yet to come, are already here.  The Babel story

was not the result of human sin - God created division and the people were scattered.  The Pentecost story was

not the result of human grace - God through Jesus created redemption and the people have the opportunity again

to choose.  The promise is not that we are saved, but that we shall be saved.  Therefore, measure not spirituality

in tongues, as that was only a foretaste of the world to come.  And live not in the past, as though you have no

control - you never did.  Only God does, and the message of Pentecost is an invitation to choose to follow - in

humbleness, aware of our time. We are free to humble ourselves, or to rebel; we are filled with the power of the

holy spirit, but have not been given control.  It is this lack of control that is hardest for us to accept, in this age

that demands proof and security, for the trust in God to raise us up on the last day. [AP]

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers

May 25 Camp Luther retreat Church retreat

June 1 Henry Neufeld -

June 8 Mark McConnell -

June 15th Dr John Klassen -

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Summer Coffee Signup
Please see the bulletin board at the back of the church for the sign-up sheet for the summer coffee time after our

service.  Many thanks to all who participated in the food groups throughout the year, and we hope you will

continue this valuable ministry through the summer. 

Camp Luther    We are almost ready for our church retreat! 

It will be held next weekend (May 23-25th) at Camp Luther

with Walter Bergen leading us in the theme “Telling our

own story” Registrations are nearing 30 for Saturday and

just a few less for the rest of the weekend, but we encourage

you to continue inviting others to come - former church

attenders, good friends, and all who support us.  Thank

you.- Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Andre Pekovich

The Wider Church
MBMSI   As you pray today for Amber & Amanda

Griffioen, MBMS International workers in southern Thailand with Operation 2nd Wave, pray that God will use

the English teaching Tuesday nights with adults/teens and Saturday mornings with kids to build relationships and

sow seeds of love.

MCC    May 24 - MCC World Relief Fair in Black Creek. Join kingdom workers on beautiful Vancouver Island

for a day filled with activities for the whole family. Visit www.mcc.org/bc/festivals for all the details

The Global Food Crisis is a complex issue. To dig deeper and to see how MCC is responding, visit

www.mcc.org/food. To make a donation to MCC's food programs, make your cheque out to MCC BC, marked

"Food" and send it to MCC BC Box 2038 Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. Credit card donations can be made when

you call (604) 850 6639, 1 888 622 6337 or online at www.mcc.org/donate.

MC Canada Annual Assembly    Still seeking registrations for the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly (July

7-8) and the People's Summit for Faithful Living (July 8-10). Remember that the early bird discount registrations

ended on May 15.  Delegates are needed - please see Don if you are planning to go.  Assembly Report Books,

which include ministry activity updates, discernment materials, and financial information are now available on

line at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/summit08/.  Paper copies will be available in a week or so

The Regent College Free Lectures series continues this Wednesday, May 21 with Tony Cummins delivering his

lecture Do the Math: One Jesus, Four Gospels, and the Economy of the Triune God  All lectures will be held in

the chapel at Regent College and begins at 8:00 pm.  Come early for a good seat.

____Mennonite Foundation free estate planning session Whether you are young or old, if you want to be a good

Christian steward, plan to attend the free Will & Estate Planning Seminar offered by Ed Wedel (Mennonite

Foundation of Canada) at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church, 7155 Sherbrooke Street, on Thursday June 5th at

7:30pm. You will receive a free Will Kit and a lot of useful information about Estate Planning, Choosing

Executors, Choosing Guardians, Importance of Power of Attorney, Charitable Bequests, Estate Distribution and

How MFC can Help. Please register by calling 604-327-3913 by May 30th

Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) invites faith communities to participate in solidarity with First Nations,

May 26-29th at Queen's Park, calling on the Ontario government to respect the right of First Nations to say "no"

to economic exploitation and environmental destruction. For more information, call William Payne at CPT 416-

423-5525, or write (redacted).

____Janet mother, Lydia, passed away suddenly

about noon Friday. She and Henry had just

celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary

Thurday, May 15th, and had had a wonderful

day with Janet and Ernie. Please keep Henry,

Janet and Ernie and other members of the

family in your prayers.



$  Find out how Mennonite Economic Development Associates (MEDA) uses business solutions to alleviate

poverty. MEDA President Allan Sauder will tell you about the inception mission that will soon begin in Ukraine,

from which many Mennonite people fled to escape death or the Gulag in the 1920s and 1930s. Find out how

MEDA staff in Zambia are using wireless mobile phone technology to cut program costs and have more impact

on poor farmers. MEDA is enabling people to feed their families and create employment and empowering home

bound women in Afghanistan. Get the latest on how the lives of poor people around the world are improved-and

how you can help.  Thursday, May 29, 2008  at 7:15pm at Peace Mennonite Church in the Fireside Room 11571

Daniels Road, Richmond. No RSVP needed. Questions? Email Lorna Goertz at(redacted) or Ann-Michele Ewert

at (redacted) or phone (redacted).

Acts 13:27-41

27Because the residents of Jerusalem and their leaders

did not recognize him or understand the words of the

prophets that are read every sabbath, they fulfilled

those words by condemning him. 28Even though they

found no cause for a sentence of death, they asked

Pilate to have him killed. 29When they had carried out

everything that was written about him, they took him

down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But God

raised him from the dead; 31and for many days he

appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee

to Jerusalem, and they are now his witnesses to the

people. 32And we bring you the good news that what

God promised to our ancestors 33he has fulfilled for us,

their children, by raising Jesus; as also it is written in

the second psalm,

“You are my Son;

   today I have begotten you.”
34As to his raising him from the dead, no more to

return to corruption, he has spoken in this way,

“I will give you the holy promises made to David.”

35Therefore he has also said in another psalm,

“You will not let your Holy One experience

corruption.”
36For David, after he had served the purpose of God in

his own generation, died, was laid beside his ancestors,

and experienced corruption; 37but he whom God raised

up experienced no corruption. 38Let it be known to you

therefore, my brothers, that through this man

forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you; 39by this Jesus

everyone who believes is set free from all those sins

from which you could not be freed by the law of

Moses. 40Beware, therefore, that what the prophets said

does not happen to you:
41“Look, you scoffers!

   Be amazed and perish,

for in your days I am doing a work,

   a work that you will never believe, even if someone

tells you.” ’         [NRSV]

Luke 24:36-49

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself

stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with

you.’ 37They were startled and terrified, and thought

that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, ‘Why

are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your

hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have

flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 40And when he

had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still

wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here

to eat?’ 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and

he took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I

spoke to you while I was still with you—that

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45Then he

opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and

he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is

to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And

see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;

so stay here in the city until you have been clothed

with power from on high.’ [NRSV]



Isaiah 61:10-11

8For I the Lord love justice,

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;

I will faithfully give them their recompense,

   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9Their descendants shall be known among the nations,

   and their offspring among the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge

   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

   my whole being shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring

up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

   to spring up before all the nations.    [NRSV]

Psalm 145

The Greatness and the Goodness of God

Praise. Of David.
1I will extol you, my God and King,

   and bless your name for ever and ever.
2Every day I will bless you,

   and praise your name for ever and ever.
3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

   his greatness is unsearchable.

4One generation shall laud your works to another,

   and shall declare your mighty acts.
5On the glorious splendour of your majesty,

   and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6The might of your awesome deeds shall be

proclaimed,

   and I will declare your greatness.
7They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant

goodness,

   and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

8The Lord is gracious and merciful,

   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9The Lord is good to all,

   and his compassion is over all that he has made.

10All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

   and all your faithful shall bless you.
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

   and tell of your power,
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds,

   and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

   and your dominion endures throughout all

generations.

The Lord is faithful in all his words,

   and gracious in all his deeds.
14The Lord upholds all who are falling,

   and raises up all who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all look to you,

   and you give them their food in due season.
16You open your hand,

   satisfying the desire of every living thing.
17The Lord is just in all his ways,

   and kind in all his doings.
18The Lord is near to all who call on him,

   to all who call on him in truth.
19He fulfils the desire of all who fear him;

   he also hears their cry, and saves them.
20The Lord watches over all who love him,

   but all the wicked he will destroy.

21My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,

   and all flesh will bless his holy name for ever and

ever.        [NRSV]


