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Ascension Sunday

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today is led by Andre Pekovich, led in song
by Paul Thiessen, Michael Thomas will accompany at the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your usher.   Later we
will be hearing from Megan Jung, whose message is entitled “Praying for Power, Love & Fullness” based on
Ephesians 3:14-21.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.  Parents with small
children, please note arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each
month, and you are invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Published author, musician and mother, Barb Nickel began Mother’s Day with the text of Julia
Ward Howe’s proclamation of peacemaking with the famous line “ we will not welcome our men to our beds
reeking of carnage.” This prominent abolitionist’s words which began the tradition of Mother’s Day inspired
Barb to search her own work of poetry for a peace tradition. She found it one day in the tragedy of the five
mothers in the Amish community of Nickel Mines, PA, who lost daughters that went bravely to a death nobody
could have imagined.  The grace and compassion and forgiveness shown by the Amish community to the
family of the killer was so alien to the world’s view of “big revenge for big violence”.  Later, Barb wrote a
poem about the incident and the girls themselves, which begins “You can’t see –  the small bones – of the five
– girls who stopped – growing that day,” Barb redefined poetry
first from a lecture by Robert Ringhurst, broadening its scope far
beyond the mere text of poems, “not pretty words, not something
hybridized by humans on the farm of human language... but an
aspect of existence so broad... while language is [only] one of the
methods by which it is brought to life.”  He noted that “poems are
icebergs of language floating in the ocean of poetry”.  Barb
extended Ringhurst’s definition still further to say that poetry is
God’s language, as expressed in everyday actions, like the gentle
grace of small girls meeting their death in Pennsylvania, in the
grace of forgiveness expressed to the killer’s family.  Barb insisted
that God’s poetry sometimes goes unnoticed, like the “tiny bones
of the five girls buried deep in the earth”. Through the lens of the
parable of the mustard seed, Barb invited us into the poetry of God’s world. How do we participate in the
poetry of creation in God’s garden? Begin to slow down, observe, listen, think, pray.  Observe the rhythm of
daily life and participate mindfully in it. Weed and water daily. Get out of the way, and let life sprout not
according to your will, but to God’s. Who knows what other branches and leaves have grown all over the world
that day because of the Amish witness?  “Like a cavalry of dandelion seeds” (Wm. Stafford) blown by a
toddler, God’s poetry is for everyone whether you know iambic pentameter or not.  What will you plant, what
work of weeding and watering will you do, and what mysteries and grace will grow up unseen out of your
inspiration?   [AP] 

PGIMF News
May 27 ***PGIMF Church Retreat at Camp Luther with Rob Des Cotes***
June 3 Andre Pekovich A Charter for Peacemaking
June 10 TBA
Jun 17 TBA

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer coffee signup
Thank you to all the food groups who
made this year’s coffee and fellowship
following the services such a success. 
Please help us carry it on informally
through the summer, and sign up to  help
provide coffee on the signup list at the
back of the church.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Wider Church
MB Mission   Greg & Becky Ouellette are serving in Thailand, where they and their team have planted a
church in Phuket City.  As they are preparing for a time of ministry in North America, (MINA), please pray for
a good transition to being in Canada and a time of refreshing.  

Enbridge and the Church   Everyone is invited to a screening On The Line, a documentary record an eco-
adventure that explores issues around the Enbridge pipeline; Wednesday, May 23 at 7 pm, West Point Grey
United Church.  Admission is free. Co-sponsored by the West Point Grey Ministerial.

Celebration Feast and Music of the Middle East:   A community-building event will be held to celebrate our
partnership with the Palestinian community of refugees assisted with resettlement by local churches.  You are
invited to come and enjoy the food and music of the Palestinians Friday May 25  at 6:00 pm at West Pointth

Grey United Church, 4595 W. 8th Ave.  Tickets are $20 for adults and teens, $10 for children 5 to 12 years old
and children under 5 are free.  With activities for children before dinner, this event is for the whole family. 
Any funds left over will be used to help retire travel debt amassed by the refugee families from the Canadian
government. Please see Chris Skinner or Annie Funk for tickets.

Regent College Free Public Lecture   Join like-minded individuals and the Regent community for the
summer free lecture series where on Wednesday May 23  John Walton will speak on Human Origins in Lightrd

of Genesis 2.  John Walton (MA Wheaton, PhD Hebrew Union College) is an expert on the Old Testament, and
has published widely on the subject. All lectures will be held at 8:00 pm in the Chapel at Regent College and
fill quickly, so arrive early for a good seat.  For more information about this lecture, contact Doug Hills at
(email available from webmaster) or 604.221.3373. 

MCC    June 9th – 4 pm – 9 pm: The Skawahlook First Nation, MCC BC, and Mennonite Church BC invite
you to “Journeying Together: the Creator’s First Nations Gathering”. This is an opportunity for all to come
together to share a meal and to worship the Creator. Join us at the Skawahlook First Nation Hall, 58611
Lougheed Hwy ( 20 km east of Agassiz). Admission is free and a potluck dinner will be held, so you are
invited to contribute. For more information contact Darryl Klassen at MCC BC at 604 850 6639 or 1 888 622
6337 or email (available from webmaster)

Mennonite Historical Society of BC   MHSBC presents “Mennonite Women Working in Domestic Service”
with Dora Dueck, Ruth Derksen Siemens & Sandra Borger.  Wednesday, 6 June 2012 at 7:00 pm in the South
Abbotsford MB Church, 32424 Huntingdon Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  Books to be highlighted, “This Hidden
Thing,” and preview of the “Maids & Mädchen” Mennonite Domestic Workers of Vancouver (1930-60), with
a presentation by Sandra Borger.  Come to honour and celebrate the contributions of many women to their
family’s lives.  Light refreshments will be served.

Pacific Theatre Kids Summer Theatre School    From July 9-13th kids ages 9-12 are taking over Pacific
Theatre from 10 am - 3 pm. They will develop a range of performance skills through improvisation, theatre
games, music, dance and storytelling. The camp will conclude with a showcase for the parents on the final
afternoon. Local actor and PT staff member Kaitlin Williams will teach the kids along with a team of
enthusiastic assistants and guest instructors.  Cost: $150, scholarships available, space limited, register now at
Pacific Theatre – 1440 W 12th Ave or contact Kaitlin at (email available from webmaster)  or phone
604.731.5483.  If you know any kids or parents who should see this, please pass this along!  For more
information see http://pacifictheatre.org/involvement/education 

In recital    
Noemi Kiss and Kathleen Neudorf (daughter of Peter and Helga Neudorf) with Csinszka Redai on piano,
performing works by Purcell, Couperin, Mozart, Schuman, Donizetti, and others.  Noemi Kiss studied at the
Academy of Music in Budapest and the Guildhall of Music and Drama in London. Kathleen received her
Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Alberta. While in Edmonton she sang with Pro
Coro Canada, taught at Augustana College and also gave solo recitals. Now living in Nelson, she directs the
Nelson Choral Society, Cottonwood Singers and has been involved as the vocal director for the Nelson Opera
Society productions.  Csinszka graduated (MA) from Budapest’s Liszt Academy of Music and later taught at
the Academy.   Concert to be held Friday June 8th,  2012 at 8pm at St Mark’s Anglican Church, 1805 Larch
St., Vancouver.  Tickets $20.

http://pacifictheatre.org/involvement/education


Mennonite Church Canada Assembly 2012   Discernment Guide and Report Book is now available
online at www.mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012   under the heading “Download Materials.”  Hard copies
available by special order - please see Andre for details. Of special note is the Discernment Guide, which
contains proposed changes to the bylaws (the constitution requires that bylaw changes are sent to congregations
eight weeks in advance of an assembly) as well as the next step in our Being a Faithful Church (BFC) process.
A summary of the bylaw changes can be found on page 22 of the Discernment Guide. You are also invited to
submit advance motions to the delegate assembly. Simply email your motion(s) to Vic Thiessen, CEO and
Executive Minister of Church Engagement at (email available from webmaster)  and he will be inform you of
the next steps.

Acts 1:1-11

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that1

Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day2

when he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. After his suffering he3

presented himself alive to them by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While4

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from
me; for John baptized with water, but you will be5

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now.’

 So when they had come together, they asked him,6

‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to7

know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when8

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this,9

as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud
took him out of their sight. While he was going and10

they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men11

of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.’     [NRSV]

Mark 16:14-20

 Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they14

were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for
their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had
not believed those who saw him after he had risen.

And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and15

proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The16

one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but
the one who does not believe will be condemned.

And these signs will accompany those who believe:17

by using my name they will cast out demons; they
will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes18

in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it
will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the
sick, and they will recover.’

 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to19

them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the
right hand of God. And they went out and20

proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the
Lord worked with them and confirmed the message
by the signs that accompanied it.    [NRSV]

http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/vancouver2012
mailto:vthiessen@mennonitechurch.ca


Ephesians 3:14-21

 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,14

from whom every family in heaven and on earth15

takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of16

his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened
in your inner being with power through his Spirit,

and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through17

faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend,18

with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and

height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that19

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.

 Now to him who by the power at work within us is20

able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we
can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church21

and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and
ever. Amen.     [NRSV]

Call to Worship
Psalm 47 (abridged)

Leader  Clap your hands, all you peoples;1

All    shout to God with loud songs of joy.

Leader  For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,2

   a great king over all the earth.

All  He chose our heritage for us,4

   the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

Leader  God has gone up with a shout,5

All    the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Leader  Sing praises to God, 6

All sing praises;

Leader    sing praises to our King,

All  sing praises.

Leader  For God is the king of all the earth;7

All   sing praises with a psalm.

Leader  God is king over the nations;8

   God sits on his holy throne.

All  The princes of the peoples gather9

   as the people of the God of Abraham,
   he is highly exalted. 


