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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service today will be led by Veronica Dyck; we will
be led in song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Henry Neufeld is your
usher.    Later, we will hear from Morgan Tipton who will be speaking on the Stoning of Stephen from Acts
7:55-60.   Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the lounge after the service.  Parents with small children,
please note child-minding is available on the second and last Sundays of each month.  Please contact any
church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   Each of the three cycles of the liturgical year has
the fourth Sunday of Easter focus on the Good Shepherd. 
Veronica Dyck noted that while we know about 'racks of lamb' in
restaurants, we never observe the actual raising of sheep,
particularly in the wilderness and mountains.  In the day's text
(John 10), Jesus referred to himself as being the gate. 
Traditionally, the shepherd provided pastures for his sheep (who
could not find them independently), protected the sheep (who
were defenseless), and named each sheep (being able to account
for each throughout the day).  Shepherds frequently shared sheep
enclosures for the night with other flocks and shepherds, sometimes even in caves where the sheep could be
safe.  Sometimes the shepherd actually lay across the doorless gateway to an enclosure in order to waken if
predators approached and tried to enter.  In the morning, each shepherd would call his sheep and only his sheep
would follow.  Jesus therefore spoke to his rural sheep-raising audience by referring to himself both as "the
gate", and as the good shepherd, saying that "my sheep know my voice" and "I know them by name."  By
contrast, Jesus said that men who did not enter the enclosure through the gate were surely thieves (as his
listeners would have readily agreed).  His reference to thieves possibly referred to the wealthy temple class
which freely fleeced worshipers without nurturing or assisting them.  The worst fate some prophets could
predict for Judah was that they would become like a scattered flock without good leadership.  Psalm 23
suggests that even when our lives take us through valleys we never wished to travel, Jesus, our Good Shepherd,
will be with us.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
May 29 PGIMF retreat Telling our stories
June 5 Mariam Kamell James 1:12-18
June 12 Mariam Kamell James 1:19-27
June 19 Worship in the Park -

Refugee support    The family from Al Hol refugee camp should arrive within a couple of weeks.  Please pray
for the family as the unrest in Syria continues.  An apartment has been found in Burnaby, and furniture and
household items have already been donated.  There remains a few things needed - please see Chris Skinner if
you did not get the list she sent around.  The churches look forward to welcoming the family with a well-
stocked household.  Help with settling in, driving to appointments and such is gratefully received.

The Wider Church
MB Mission Pray for Mark & Amy, MB Mission workers in a restricted access country, that their friends who
came to the Easter service would grow in their understanding of the message of Easter. As they continue to
host different families from their neighbourhood, pray that they would have wisdom in sharing the good news. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

Summer Coffee Service
Everyone is grateful for the coffee and
goodies that have been provided so far
this summer season.  Please continue to
sign up on the list on the bulletin board
at the back to help out.  Please see
Hannelore if you have any questions.

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Regent College    continues its series of public lectures this summer season with Susan Phillips speaking on
Stop in the Name of Love! The Radical Practice of Sabbath-Keeping. Wednesday, May 25 at 8:00pm in the
chapel at Regent College.  Come early for a good seat.

MHSBC    Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents Mennonites & Muslims on the Silk Road:  A New
Look at the Great Trek to Central Asia, with Walter Ratliff, Sunday May 29, 2011 at 3:00 pm.  Both events to
be held at the Columbia Bible College Chapel, 2940 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C.  The MHSBC
Annual General Meeting will be held just prior to the lecture at 2:30 pm. 

MCC    Come hear Darryl and Cindy Byler, MCC representatives to the Middle East, based on Amman, Jordan
on June 7 at 7 pm as they speak on Religion Culture and the Middle East Conflict; a public lecture at TWU
Northwest Building, room 101. See http://twu.ca/sites/rcc/symposia/2011sym/lecture-series.html for more
information.  You are further invited to join Mennonite pastors from your area for a light lunch and interaction
with the Bylers, to hear about the dynamic movements sweeping across the Middle East and North Africa, and
hear about with MCC’s work in the region, specifically for relief, development and peacebuilding.    Thursday
June 9 @12:30 pm at Killarney Park MB Church 6426 Kerr Street, in Vancouver.  Please register your
participation date by informing Jon Nofziger at the MCC office at 604-857-0011

Gather and Give    Register to ride in a -30K, 70K  or 100K route  through Vancouver and Richmond to
benefit Gather and Give Charitable Foundation’s Annual Cycle-athon.  Gather and Give provides basic home
essential kits including bedding, dishes, utensils, pots and pans, towels to those in need in our community
through over 150 referring organizations.  These kits help move the vulnerable from survival to stability.  Ride
registration fee ($40) includes a t-shirt and bbq lunch afterward.  Saturday, June 4th 2011, and
beginning/ending at Granville Chapel, 43rd and Granville in Vancouver, BC.  For more information or
registration please go to www.gatherandgive.org. Or call Eleanor Herd, Executive Director at (604) 637-2250. 
 
MCC BC Fundraising Luncheon at Garden Park Tower in Abbotsford. Come and hear George and Pearl
Richert as they share about MCC's work in Ukraine. Tickets are $7.50 and available from the MCC BC office,
MCC Thrift Shops in Abbotsford, Garden Park Tower office and several churches. June 4  at noon.   For moreth

information visit bc.mcc.org/getinvolved/luncheon

Mennonite Men    On June 11, 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM MENNONITE MEN is inviting all men and boys 13
years and older from the Mennonite Churches in Metro Vancouver to a complimentary breakfast at Peace
Mennonite Church, 11571 Daniels Road, Richmond BC. Peace welcomes Gareth Brandt, Instructor at CBC as
keynote speaker for the morning. Gareth is the author of Under Construction: Reframing Men's Spirituality and
will be sharing some of his thoughts from that book. Pray for that God may bless this gathering, and that there
may be a vision for men's ministry in MCBC.  

Mennonite Disaster Service    First United Mennonite Church in Vancouver is finalizing plans to send an
intergenerational work team to help with the MDS flood recovery project in Kingcome Inlet, BC in July. 
Please pray for those that are considering joining the team, for the MDS folks already at work on the project,
and for the First Nations people in Kingcome Inlet that are slowly rebuilding their community.  You can
contribute your hands or funds to Unit 6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 or by phone at 1-866-
261-1274 or online at www.mds.mennonite.net/donate 

Green Fair    Mother Earth News is sponsoring a "Green Fair" in Puyallup, Washington, on the weekend of
June 4-5.  For a $25 weekend passyou can participate in workshops on green building design, solar energy,
making homemade cheese and more 'how to' workshops.  Walter Bergen would like to see if 20 people from
MCBC and other churches would go and to get a group discount from Best Western. For more information, see
www.motherearthnews.com/fair/home.aspx, and if you would like to go down in a group, email Walter Bergen
(available from webmaster) or see the link at www.sixmastersfarm.com. 

The upcoming Mennonite Church Canada Assembly in Waterloo is fast approaching. See
www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/waterloo2011/  or call 1-866-888-6785 for registration information. 
Delegates and congregations may wish to review and discern resolutions to bring to the floor of the delegate
body. There are instructions and a form to complete.  There is also a resolution for proposed bylaw changes
that are seeking:

o   A change from annual to biennial Mennonite Church Canada assemblies
o   A change in the numbers for quorum at Mennonite Church Canada delegate assemblies

http://twu.ca/sites/rcc/symposia/2011sym/lecture-series.html
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mailto:eleanor.herd@gatherandgive.org
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Acts 6:8-8:1 (7:55-60)

 Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders8

and signs among the people. Then some of those9

who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of
those from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with
Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom10

and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they11

secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and
God.’ They stirred up the people as well as the12

elders and the scribes; then they suddenly confronted
him, seized him, and brought him before the council.

They set up false witnesses who said, ‘This man13

never stops saying things against this holy place and
the law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of14

Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the

15customs that Moses handed on to us.’ And all who
sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw
that his face was like the face of an angel. 

7 Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things1

so?’ And Stephen replied:2

    ‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. 

[...]

 ‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart51

and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit,
just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the52

prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They
killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous
One, and now you have become his betrayers and
murderers. You are the ones that received the law as53

ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’

 When they heard these things, they became enraged54

and ground their teeth at Stephen. But filled with the55

Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.

‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the56

Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But57

they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. Then they dragged him58

out of the city and began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he59

prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he60

knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this,
he died.

8 And Saul approved of their killing him.  That day1

a severe persecution began against the church in
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were

scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and
Samaria. 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

 Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all1

guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. Like2

newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so
that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed3

you have tasted that the Lord is good.

 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by4

mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a5

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it stands in scripture:6

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
   a cornerstone chosen and precious;
and whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.’
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for7

those who do not believe,

‘The stone that the builders rejected
   has become the very head of the corner’,
and8

‘A stone that makes them stumble,
   and a rock that makes them fall.’
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy9

nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvellous light.

 Once you were not a people,10

   but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
   but now you have received mercy.     [NRSV]



John 14:1-14 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,1

believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are2

many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I3

go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place4

where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we5

do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the6

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you know me, you will know my7

Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.’

 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and8

we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been9

with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you10

not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is11

in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of
the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one12

who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because
I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask13

in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will14

do it.     [NRSV]

 Psalm 31:1-2, 15-16 

1 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge;
   do not let me ever be put to shame;
   in your righteousness deliver me.
2 Incline your ear to me;
   rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me,
   a strong fortress to save me. 

3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
   for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,
4 take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
   for you are my refuge.
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit;
   you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.

6 You hate those who pay regard to worthless idols,
   but I trust in the Lord.
7 I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love,
   because you have seen my affliction;
   you have taken heed of my adversities,
8 and have not delivered me into the hand of the
enemy;
   you have set my feet in a broad place.

9 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress;
   my eye wastes away from grief,

   my soul and body also.
10 For my life is spent with sorrow,
   and my years with sighing;
my strength fails because of my misery,
   and my bones waste away.

11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries,
   a horror to my neighbours,
an object of dread to my acquaintances;
   those who see me in the street flee from me.
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
   I have become like a broken vessel.
13 For I hear the whispering of many—
   terror all around!—
as they scheme together against me,
   as they plot to take my life.

14 But I trust in you, O Lord;
   I say, ‘You are my God.’ 

15 My times are in your hand;
   deliver me from the hand of my enemies and
persecutors.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
   save me in your steadfast love.    [NRSV]


