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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
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May 28, 2006
Ascension Sunday

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by don
Teichroeb, Andre Pekovich  will lead us in song, and Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano. Later we will hear
from Henry Neufeld who will be speaking on Acts 1:15-17, and later communion will be served. Sunday school
is finished for the season, and parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the
service. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.   

Last Sunday   Evan Kreider, speaking on John 15:9-17 opened with a word-picture from university life.  In the
weeks leading up to exams, professors begin to cram many valuable nuggets of information into their teaching,
feeling that students are finally prepared to receive this important work, while students feel that professors are
disorganized for not planning this out better.  Evan speaks of John’s gospel - the Love Gospel - in the same way. 
John has spent 14 chapters telling the basic story of Jesus’ life, and then the last 3 chapters is crammed with these
gems: �God’s love, often so abstract an ideal to us, contrasts with following God’s law to receive his love; �if
you follow Him, God will have joy in you and your own joy will be complete; �no greater love is there than this -
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends, a Gentile concept; �I do not call you servants, but call you friends
because I have told you everything; �you did not choose me, but I chose you; �you will bear fruit that will last,
so that you will receive anything you aks for in God’s name.  Some reflections on loving one another: do you
love those around you? if yes, what do you mean by that? if not, are you being too hard on yourself?  How did the
early church love?  Remember James and John wanting to sit by Jesus’ side and judge others - did this
demonstrate love? Stories of church members in Acts giving all they had contrast with stories in Pauline letters of
church members pitted against each other.  Evan made evident that we can scarcely imagine how much God loves
us, so we guess - we study what Jesus did, to try to figure this love out.  Jesus died for his friends, he
reprimanded them periodically, and he treated his friends with respect, honouring their opinions. He looked after
their basic needs - fed them when hungry, looked after them on the stormy sea - he prayed, travelled and wept
with his friends, healed his friends. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
June 4 J Evan Kreider Pentecost
June 11 J. Evan Kreider Trinity Sunday
June 18 Veronica Dyck -
June 25 Henry Neufeld -

����Announcing the healthy arrival of Macy Justina, born May 25th, weighing 8 lbs, 19.75inches long, she's a
beauty. All doing well. A wonderful surprise. Love, Allan, Christina, Evan and now Macy

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Coffee hour signup!   Our regular year for food groups having come to an end, we now rely on volunteers to
supply coffee during the summer season.  Please see the coffee signup sheet on the bulletin board in the back of
the church to sign up to provide coffee during the summer.  It is our greatest outreach, some would say, and one
in need of constant volunteers over the summer. but if you would like to bring baking, that is also much
appreciated. 

The Wider Church
MBMSI    A BIKE FOR BLAINE. Today as you pray for Blaine and Michelle Warner, MBMS International
missionaries in Burkina Faso, praise God for the “miracle of the motorbike” he provided them, which has proved
so helpful already. Continue to pray for their Jula language study, adjustment to the heat and cultural learning. 

MCC Fundraising Luncheon at Garden Park Tower in Abbotsford, June 17th, featuring special music by Calvin
Dyck and guest Deanna Neustaedter who has served with MCC in Botswana. For more information contact the
MCC office at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. 

Regent Tradition Conference 2006.  We are delighted to welcome Emeritus faculty Gordon Fee and Paul
Stevens as the featured speakers to sit under their teaching on the subject of Down-to-Earth Spirituality. This
fourth Regent Tradition Conference will not only honour our retired faculty, but will also provide a wonderful
learning opportunity for the wider Christian community.  Four sessions, May 27th from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.  For
more details or to register, see www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition06/intro.html 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents the first of a series of events called "Hymns & Platz." Come
celebrate the history of the Arnold community, Sunday, June 11th 2006 at 7:00 p.m. The event will take place in
the Arnold Community Church, 310 Arnold Road, Abbotsford, B.C. V3G 1S4. Join us in exploring through
pictures and narration the rich history of the Arnold Church and the community it serves. Admission is free but
donations will gladly be accepted. Email  or call the office.

MDS has a need for skilled crew leaders and cooks to help our projects run smoothly this summer. If someone
could even go for 3-4 weeks this would be greatly appreciated.: Pass Christian, MS, needs skilled construction
crew leaders June-August, cook for latter part of August for 2-3 weeks.  Point Aux Chenes, LA, needs skilled
construction crew leaders for June-August, and a cook for two weeks in August.  Bayou La Batre, AL, needs
finishing carpenters to go for two weeks between August 6-26.   New Iberia, LA, needs skilled construction crew
leaders from Mid June to August 5th, and a finishing carpenter or two from July 30-August 5.;  Please contact
Karla Amstutz at 717-859-2210 or 717-682-9701 or   for more information.

MCC Mission Thrift Shop in Abbotsford is hiring for two summer student positions: one as retail sales and
floor assistant and one as assistant driver/receiver. For complete information and job descriptions visit:
www.mcc.org/bc  or drop your resume c/o Evelyn Ediger at the Mission Thrift Shop 32608 Fraser Crescent. 
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Psalm 47

 For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm.
 1 Clap your hands, all you nations;
       shout to God with cries of joy.

 2 How awesome is the LORD Most High,
       the great King over all the earth!

 3 He subdued nations under us,
       peoples under our feet.

 4 He chose our inheritance for us,
       the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
       Selah

 5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy,

       the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.

 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;
       sing praises to our King, sing praises.

 7 For God is the King of all the earth;
       sing to him a psalm [a] of praise.

 8 God reigns over the nations;
       God is seated on his holy throne.

 9 The nobles of the nations assemble
       as the people of the God of Abraham,
       for the kings [b] of the earth belong to God;
       he is greatly exalted. [NIV]

Luke 24: 44 - 53

You're the Witnesses
 44Then he said, "Everything I told you while I was
with you comes to this: All the things written about me
in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the
Psalms have to be fulfilled."

 45-49He went on to open their understanding of the
Word of God, showing them how to read their Bibles
this way. He said, "You can see now how it is written
that the Messiah suffers, rises from the dead on the
third day, and then a total life-change through the
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name to all
nations—starting from here, from Jerusalem! You're
the first to hear and see it. You're the witnesses. What

comes next is very important: I am sending what my
Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he
arrives, until you're equipped with power from on
high."

 50-51He then led them out of the city over to Bethany.
Raising his hands he blessed them, and while blessing
them, took his leave, being carried up to heaven.

 52-53And they were on their knees, worshiping him.
They returned to Jerusalem bursting with joy. They
spent all their time in the Temple praising God. Yes.

[The
Message]

Acts 1: 1 - 11

Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven
 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that
Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After
his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command:
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak

about. 5For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."

 6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord,
are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?"

 7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
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 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood

beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven." [NIV]

Ephesians 1: 15 - 23

Thanksgiving and Prayer
 15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in
the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have
not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in
my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may
know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened in order that you may know
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That

power is like the working of his mighty strength,
20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority,
power and dominion, and every title that can be given,
not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
22And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills everything in every way.

[The Message]


