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November 1st, 2009
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Janice Kreider, Eric Hannan will
lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we will hear from
Rosie Perera whose message is entitled Revelation 2: The Beginning and the End, using texts primarily from Rev.
Chapters 1, 21 and 22.  Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if
they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service. Please join us in the lounge after the
service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday   Andre Pekovich spoke about how we could change the world into a more peaceful place. The
challenging passages of  the Sermon on the Mount - Jesus’ instructions not to worry about food or clothing as
well as the work of Bangladeshi Muhammad Yunus, founder of the Grameen bank - provided the basis for his
comments. The capitalist system does not work for all, especially the poor. Bangladesh is one of the poorest
countries in the world. Yunus started a co-op type bank to help poor villagers who are the bank’s shareholders;
the concept flourished. Borrowers with no collateral must have a circle of five friends who support and are
accountable to each other.  The empowering part of this model was that the poor were able to earn respect along
with the financial power, and thus felt able to participate in society, rather than being excluded.  Andre noted that
societies that exclude young men from earning a living breed resentment among them, which easily turns to
violence.  Andre wondered whether this system in Bangladesh puts their people closer to the ideals of Matthew 6
– seek first the kingdom of God and all these things will be added to you.  (HN; ed-AP)

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
November 8 Connie Siedler Ruth
November 15 Jack Suderman Peace Sunday
November 22 Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday
November 29 Veronica Dyck 1st Advent/Potluck

Church mailboxes.  The mailboxes will soon be reorganized, so please check your mailbox  numbers next week
to be sure you get the right mail.  Anybody who would like to change their information, or join any of our lists,
please let Andre know

Membership    At PGIMF we welcome people to
participate fully in the life of our congregation.  For some
church membership is valued and desirable; and is received
gratefully by this congregation as affirmation of our mutual
desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone
interested in church membership please contact one the
church board members.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Paul and Vange would dearly like to thank the
church for the remembrance  in memory of
Paul’s mother.  It was and is greatly appreciated
- both for the sentiments it expresses and for
the sheer pleasure of enjoying the lovely
flowers.



The Wider Church

MBMSI    Einer & Girlesa Zuluaga are working among the Wounaán people, raising up indigenous leaders to
spread the Gospel. At the El Camino Bible Institute leaders are trained and equipped for ministry.  Pray for the
new leaders as they leave their life-sustaining, craft-making jobs in order to study the scriptures.  Pray for the
Zuluaga’s as they minister in this setting. 

MCC    MCC partner, Justapaz, reports on the ongoing crisis in Colombia.  Recently, six church leaders in the
province of Córdoba have been murdered because of their leadership in land-rights and for opposing the violence
affecting their communities.  Other pastors state their fear, but are speaking up so the global church can know of
the realities.  They ask the church in the 'North' to pray that they may persevere in their commitment to working
for God's vision of a nonviolent Colombia, where all may live in peace with dignity. Pray also for those
responsible for this violence that they may transform their lives.

MCC   "Food Fight: Prayer and Feasting" is the theme for this year's Arts and Peace Festival at Columbia Bible
College in Abbotsford, November 11-15. The event includes a Vespers service, art gallery, documentary and
discussion evening, concerts, workshops and more. For more information contact Jon at MCC BC: 604 850 6639
toll free at 1 888 622 6337 or email (webmaster for details)The Arts and Peace Festival is sponsored by
Mennonite Central Committee, Columbia Bible College, Emmanuel Mennonite Church, and Langley Mennonite
Fellowship. 

Calling all Artists: The Fraser Valley Arts and Peace Festival is calling for art created with the theme of the
event in mind. Art can be any size or media and should be presentation-ready and include a brief bio of the artist
and interpretation of the theme in your piece. Artwork needs to be received at Mennonite Central Committee (one
of the sponsors) by October 30th, 2009. For more information contact curator, Veronica Harms at MCC at
(available from webmaster) or by  phone at 604.850.6639.

Regent College   Regent College is looking for friendly Vancouverites to provide up to one week of free housing
for incoming students while they search for permanent housing, between December 1 and January 15. Meals are
not expected (but welcome nonetheless!). This is also a great solution for people going out of town and in need of
a house-sitter. For more information, please call Cheryl at 604-221-3355, or email (regent e-mail main desk)

Mennonite Central Committee BC Annual General Meeting and Conference  

You are invited to attend the Annual Meeting and
Conference being held at Culloden MB Church in
Vancouver (6060 Culloden St.)  You can involve
yourself in the work of MCC, here in BC and around
the world as we consider food security at home and
around the world. Our theme is "Our Daily Bread:
Caring in the Name of Christ." Our guest speaker is
Willie Reimer, the Director of Food, Disaster and
Material Resources for MCC Binational. This
includes responsibility for MCC's relief and disaster
response, requiring Willie to travel extensively. He
will share about MCC's work in China, Myanmar

and the recent disasters in Asia.  You are requested
to pre-register for this event by November 6th.
Registration is $10, $15 if you register after the
cut-off date. You don't have to pay in advance, just
indicate that you're coming and pay at the door!
Register by email: (from webmaster) or by phone:
toll free at 1 888 622 6337.  Also new this year, we
have workshops both onsite at Culloden MB Church
and offsite at various locations. For our offsite
workshops, a bag lunch and transportation to offsite
workshops will be provided. For detailed
descriptions on our workshops, visit bc.mcc.org



Vancouver Cantata Singers     You are invited to attend Spinal Chord, a gala fundraiser supporting research
and the arts.  On Saturday November 14th at 7:00 pm,  join ICORD and the Vancouver Cantata Singers for a
unique interdisciplinary gala featuring live Classical & Jazz music in the atrium of the new Blusson Spinal Cord
Centre (ICORD, cocktails & hors d’oeuvres, and a silent auction.  818 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver.  Tickets
$100 includes a tax receipt for $80 from 604-730-8856 or www.vancouvercantatasingers.org  

You are invited to the library of Columbia Bible College and hear our local authors Jim Coggin, David Ewert,
John H. Redekop and Gary Yamasaki at a fundraising evening to support the Friends of the CBC Library on
Tuesday, November 17, 2009, from 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm.  Guests will have the option to hear two of the four
authors, tour the library and attend a reception.  Please register for this free event by calling Richard Thiessen at
604-853-3567 ext. 366 or emailing him at (available from webmaster)

+You are invited to enjoy an evening of remembrance at the concert Music for Remembrance featuring

Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass; Barber’s Adagio and Copland’s Quiet City with performers Columbia Singers, Lyric
Singers; Canada West Chamber Orchestra and Ellen Wang (organ) all conducted by Calvin Dyck.  Friday
November 13th at 7:00 pm at South Abbotsford Church, 32424 Huntingdon Road, Abbotsford.  Tickets $20/$15
S/S at King’s Music and House of James

John 1:1-3

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into

being.  What has come into being 4in him was life, and
the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.   
[NRSV ]

More base church humour....

A pastor had sanitary hot air hand dryers
installed in the rest rooms at his church.  Two
weeks later, however, he took them out.  A
friend of his asked him why and he confessed
that they worked fine but when he went in there
he saw a sign that read, “For a sample of this
week’s sermon, push the button.” 



Revelation 1:4-8

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are
before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his
blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.

7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
   every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will
wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

8 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God,
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 [NRSV] 

Revelation 21: 1-6a

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See,
I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6Then he
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.
7Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I
will be their God and they will be my children. 8But as
for the cowardly, the faithless, the polluted, the
murderers, the fornicators, the sorcerers, the idolaters,
and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns
with fire and sulphur, which is the second death.’   
[NRSV]

Revelation 22:12-21

12 ‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to
repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and
the end.’

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they
will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the
city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers
and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and
everyone who loves and practises falsehood.

16 ‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this
testimony for the churches. I am the root and the
descendant of David, the bright morning star.’
17The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’
And let everyone who is thirsty come.

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God
will add to that person the plagues described in this
book; 19if anyone takes away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God will take away that
person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city,
which are described in this book.

20 The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I
am coming soon.’

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.
Amen.    [NRSV]


