
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);

 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail;(available from webmaster) 

November 2nd, 2008

All Saints Day

Welcome to our Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in
worship by Andre Pekovich, in song by Veronica Dyck, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erna Friesen
is your usher. This service will feature an exploration of the year of reconciliation between Mennonite and Amish
groups in Switzerland and the state or Reformed church, or Täuferjahr.   Please join us in the lounge after the
service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday   On October 26, 2008, Jim Neudorf was our guest speaker. Jim and Grace had been PGIMF
members since 1986, until moving to Squamish where their family is now active in a new Alliance church. Since
Sunday was an Heritage Sunday, Jim began his talk by recalling the small group of university students that met
secretly in Zurich (seven years after Luther posted his 'theses') for bible study, prayer and discussions on the
relationship of believers and the State. Those students concluded that only individuals can be Christian, not their
governments. They also concluded that scripture should be the sole guide for Christians, not the accumulated
writings of theologians and church fathers or the dictates of City Councils (even when comprised of Christians).
This unwavering stance eventually led some of our spiritual ancestors to bizarre points of view, but it led others to
define positions and beliefs which are still espoused today. One of the topics frequently debated throughout our
movement's history is the whole notion of 'The Kingdom' and its nature on earth. Matthew 3.1-3 portrays John the
Baptizer as encouraging people to repent, not in order to avoid hell, but because "the Kingdom of heaven is near."
Jim then asked us to hear John's words as a kindly invitation to join the movement, not fear it, suggesting that we
"change our way of thinking, for the kingdom of heaven is near." The Lord's Prayer likewise indicates that the
Kingdom is supposed to be on earth, 'at hand'. Jim suggested that we think of the remaining chapters of Matthew
as the writer's attempt to show how this Kingdom can indeed be at hand and what it can be like (as seen through
Jesus' teachings, his relationships with others, and his life style). Matthew 25 then essentially summarizes this
portion of the writer's book by recalling Jesus' story of God finally judging people by placing them in two
categories according to the extent to which their actions demonstrated that they not only loved God with all their
heart, mind and soul, but loved their neighbours as themselves. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
November 9 Angelika Dawson Peace Sunday
November 16 Garry Janzen -
November 23 Rosie Perera Eernity Sunday
November 30 Evan Kreider 1st Advent

New church mailboxes   Please note the new church list has now been updated and distributed by e-mail and will
also be available in your new mailboxes.  Please check the new mailbox list for your correct number.  New
attenders on the church list, please note you too have been given a mailbox.  Please see Andre if you have
questions.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



FWe have some new attenders on the church list and we wanted to draw you attention to their e-mail addresses

so they can be contacted easily.  Welcome to   
• Rosemary & Christopher Bell are at (available from webmaster) 
• Brian Kelton at (available from webmaster) 
• Margarita Pinillos at  (available from webmaster)  
• and Chris Skinner (available from webmaster)
You can find their phone numbers on the church list in your mailbox.  Extra copies of the church list are available
at the back by the mailslots.

Book study    Wednesday morning discussion/study of A Generous Orthodoxy, pp. 1 – 46.  First session on
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 10:00 a.m. at Henry & Tena Neufeld’s home.

The Wider Church

MBMSI    As you pray this week for Phil & Carol Bergen, MBMS International workers bringing the gospel to
the Nanerige in Burkina Faso, pray that their love for Jesus, their families and their concern for their neighbours
would attract more Nanerige people to the light of the world.

Regent College   Regent College and the John Richard Allison Library present
Celebrate the Arts with Jim Gladden - artist and Regent Alum and Laurel Gasque - Art historian and sessional
faculty, currently teaching Faith & Imagination in Western Art, Thursday, November 6 from 11:00 am to 12:30
pm in the library.  For information, please contact Regent at 604-224-3245.

MCC      You are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting and Conference at Columbia Bible College with
keynote speaker: Emmanuel Lowilla, Sudan speaking on  "The Journey For Home: Walking with the Uprooted in
the Name of Christ". Churches are encouraged to appoint and send delegates - but you do not have to be a delegate
to attend, guests are welcome!  Registration $10 at the door. Join us for stimulating story telling, inspiring
workshops, great concerts and more. November 14&15.  For info visit mcc.org/bc or call toll free 1.888.622.6337

Fraser Valley Arts and Peace Festival at Columbia Bible College. Nnovember 13-16  Come and explore the
theme: "In Search of Home" through creative music, storytelling, thought-provoking visual arts, engaging
workshops, film and more. Get the details when you visit: www.mcc.org/bc/peace 

Communitas Supportive Care Society (formerly MCC Supportive Care Services) invites you to attend our AGM
and Celebration of 35 years to be held on November 14 at 6:30 pm at Bakerview MB Church (2285 Clearbrook
Road, Abbotsford, BC) focusing on the theme of Grounded and Growing, the evening will include stories, music,
drumming and artwork. RSVP to 604.850.6608 or (available from webmaster) 

Music for Remembrance   St Philip’s Anglican Church (3727 W. 27th Ave) features Henry Purcell’s “Funeral
Music of Queen Mary”. Rupert Lang’s “Kontakion” and poetry by Yeats, Hardy and Binyon.  Michael Murray
leads the choir of St Philip‘s Church with organ, brass quartet and tympani present this concert on Sunday
November 9th at 7:30 pm.  Admission by donation. More information at 604-228-3238.

Penny Power This year’s drive raised $40,830.88! This amount will be matched 4:1 through the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank by the Canadian International Development Agency. Thank you to all those who contributed.

The MCC Thrift Shop in Vancouver is changing its store hours, effective November 3rd. Come and find your
treasures Monday to Saturday from 10 am to 5:30 pm. For information contact shop manager Ryan Klassen at 604
325.1612.

Pick up your copy of the November BC Christian News in the stairwell.  This month's BC Christian News
features interesting articles on a range of subjects including homelessness with a story of a church renovating a
family's home, plus news, film & music reviews



‘Film with Fran' in November is on Friday November 14th (not Nov. 7th as previously stated).   Amazing Grace

(2006) is a film about William Wilberforce, a Christian, who worked with other abolitionists, and who, as a
member of parliament in 19th century England, helped to end the British trans-Atlantic slave trade. If you missed
it when it first came out, see it now! 11571 Daniels Rd., Peace Mennonite church, Richmond. 7.00 pm. FREE!
Same time, same place, 3 weeks later, on Fri. Dec. 5th, the movie is THE NATIVITY STORY.

Prayer of Confession

The cross is the way of the lost.

The cross is the staff of the lame.

The cross is the guide of the blind.

The cross is the strength of the weak.

The cross is the hope of the hopeless.

The cross is the freedom of the slaves.

The cross is the water of the seeds.

The cross is the consolation of the bonded labourers.

The cross is the source of those who seek water.

The cross is the cloth of the naked.

The cross is the healing of the broken.

The cross is the peace of the church.

(St. Yared, Ethiopia) 

Prayer Handbook 1989/90, Methodist Church in Great Britain and the General Committee of the

Methodist Church in Ireland (General Purposed Committee)

John 3:1-8

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a
leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’
3Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.’ 4Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be

born?’ 5Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no
one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh
is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do
not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be
born from above.” 8The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’     
[NRSV]


