
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
web site:   www.pgimf.org     E-mail:   pgimf@pgimf.org 

 
November 3, 2002 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Rosie 
Perera: Edwin Hintz will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano.  Later 
we will hear from Ed Nyce, an MCC Palestine representative in the Middle East who is visiting for a time.   
Angela Ekkert and Kevin Hiebert are in charge of children’s church.  Please stay with us after the service for 
coffee to continue the discussion and get to know you. 
 
Last Sunday:  
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  This 
Sunday, we will begin with hymn number 92. 
 
Birthdays this month: 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
Nov 10  Peace Sunday  Liturgical Service 
Nov 17  J. Evan Kreider  Experiencing God’s love through friends 
Nov 24  J. Evan Kreider  Remembering All Souls: prayers and songs 
Dec 1  1st Advent  Liturgical Service and Communion 
 
Prayer requests:   Paul Thiessen is away in Kenya at a medical mission.  Pray that his teaching is successful and 
his witness is transparent.  Steve has a friend whose hand was cut off at work; prayer for a successful 
reattachment, but as importantly, what he will do with his business now that he is injured.  Remembering all 
people whose lives have been touched by terrorism anywhere in the world.   
 
The Wider Church 
 
MBMS International PRAY FOR KIDS IN PORTUGAL. Carola Unger, MBMS International worker in 
Portugal, continues to work with area children, planning Kids’ Festivals and other activities. Pray for her as she 
reaches out now into the very poor community of Santa Filomena, hoping to start a children’s ministry here. 
 
Last chance for pastors, church leaders and board members to plan to attend the fall 2002 COCL (Council of 
Church Leaders) meetings for BC MB Churches will be:  Nov. 6, Abbotsford Mountain Park Community 
Church, and Nov. 7, Burnaby - Willingdon MB Church.  The meetings will begin with a light supper at 6:30 p.m.  
Please RSVP our office ASAP (e-mail or tel. toll-free: 1-888-653-9933).  -  Ike Bergen, Conference Minister 
 
Peter Berger formerly of Boston University will be speaking at Regent/UBC at three different locations on 
campus on “Theological Implications of Globalization”.  For free tickets, contact Regent College at (604) 224-
3245. 
 
MDS is scheduling volunteers in Northfork and Houston. The Houston project needs volunteers now! 
Investigation is taking place in Louisiana following Hurricane Lilli to determine if MDS will have a response.  
Call the Akron office at 717-859-2210 or the Winnipeg office at 866-261-1274 for more information or to assist. 
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Columbia Bible College’s Fall Fundraising Banquets take place this year on Friday, November 15th at 
Bakerview MB Church in Abbotsford and Saturday November 16th at Peace Mennonite Church in Richmond.  
Dinner begins at 6:30 pm followed by inspirational music by the Columbia Singers, student interviews and the 
opportunity to hear from Paul & Ruthanne Wartman.  Our goal is to raise $30,000 towards CBC’s Student 
Ministry Teams Support.  Tickets are $15 each and available through the College until November 6th at  (604) 
853-3358. 
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On November 10 we will be observing Peace Sunday in a service of liturgy, singing and communion.  The 
publication Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective begins the article on "Peace, Justice, and 
Nonresistance" as follows: 
 
   "We believe that peace is the will of God.  God created the world in peace, and God’s peace is most fully 
revealed in Jesus Christ, who is our peace and the peace of the whole world.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we follow 
Christ in the way of peace, doing justice, bringing reconciliation, and practicing nonresistance even in the face 
of violence and warfare." 
 
In preparation for next Sunday, here are some things that you can use to reflect over the next week.  This 
material comes from the Peace Sunday packet 2002 produced by MCC Ontario. 
 
Monday - read Isaiah 52:7 
   Reflect: Can you see yourself as a messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces 
salvation? How can you share the good news of peace and salvation in your everyday life? 
   Pray: O Holy Spirit, O Divine Guide, lead me this week according to your will.  Bring me to the place 
where the good news of peace becomes the good news of salvation.  In Christ’s name. AMEN. 
 
Tuesday - read Matthew 5: 38-48 
   Reflect: What would Jesus do today in 2002 in terms of today’s realities of violence?  What does it mean to 
love the enemy in the "war on terrorism?"  How do we walk the second mile in today’s world? 
   Pray: Prince of Peace, your message unsetttles me.  I struggle to know how to love my enemies, how to 
walk the second mile, how to be a peacemaker.  You have shown the way ahead.  Guide me.  AMEN. 
 
Wednesday - read Luke 1: 78-79 & Ephesians 6:15 
   Reflect: What the images of "feet" and "shoes?"  What do you think the connection is between our feet and 
our calling to share the gospel of peace?  How does God show you the "way of peace"? 
   Pray: God of ages, you have gone before me to show the way of peace.  Help me to see where my feet 
should take me.  Help me to walkt with humbleness and joy, that my walking might inspire others.  
AMEN. 
 
Thursday - read 2 Corinthians 5: 17 -18 
   Reflect: As a follower of Christ, how have you experienced "old things becoming new"?  What is your 
testimony of being born again "in Christ"?  How can you envision yourself as a minister of reconciliation? 
   Pray: This ministry of reconciliation is yours, O God, and I thank you for this gift.  Send your Spirit to 
strengthen me as your minister.  Make me new again according to your will.  In Jesus’s name.  AMEN. 
 
Friday - read Micah 4: 1-4 
   Reflect: What do you see in your mind’s eye when you read this passage?  What would the "mountain of the 
Lord" look like in 2002, and what can we do as God’s people to say to others, "Come, let us go....?" 
   Pray: Lord, your is the highest of  the mountains where swords are melted into tools of peace.  Helpme 
to come to your mountain without fear so that I can learn your ways and walk in your paths.  AMEN. 
 
 
Saturday - read Romans 12 
   Reflect: To be transformed by the renewing of your mind...to be one of many members in Christ...to 
overcome evil with good... to rejoice in hope-are these challenges or words of assurance? 
   Pray: Transforming God, I need your Spirit as I strive to live by these words.  I praise you for the way 
that you call me to love others, to extend hospitality to strangers, to live peaceably with all.  AMEN. 
 



Peace Sunday 
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Sunday - read Mark 1: 16 -18 
   Reflect: Simon and Andrew dropped everything.  What will you drop when Jesus calls you?  What sacrifices 
are you willing to make to respond to God’s call to be a peacemaker and an evangelist? 
   Pray: Give me courage, Holy God, to follow when I am called.  Give me the inner strength to take risks 
as I follow after Christ.  Give me joy as I seek to follow in all the footsteps along the way.  AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
Arlyn Friesen Epp, former director of peace and justice for MC Canada, suggested several ways that Canadian 
Mennonites can respond to the anniversary of Sept 11, 2001. While the suggestions are not new or exhaustive, 
Friesen Epp says we are reminded that God continues to call us:  
 

  Seek a meditative space in your weekly schedule. “Let’s recommit ourselves, in worship and prayer, 
to be people of love and peace, acknowledging God’s compassion and care for all creation,” says 
Friesen Epp. 
  Teach children to resist violence and model ways of resolving conflict peacefully.  
  Mourn with those who lost loved ones in the United States and for whom this date and its memories 
hold much pain. Grieve with the Afghan people who lost friends and family during the subsequent 
war Canada supported in their homeland.  
  Learn more about how Canadian complicity in global structures promotes inequities, injustice, 
suffering and violence. Acknowledge that the events of September 11 expose larger oppressive 
international realities.  
  Reach out and get to know people of Muslim and other faith traditions. Pray for our Canadian 
Muslim neighbours and seek to build trust and understanding between our communities of faith.  
  Increase your awareness of and sensitivity to racism within and around us. Seek just relationships 
with neighbours of different races in the midst of the racial profiling and discrimination which 
follows September 11.  
  September 11 is not the only anniversary of terror in the world. May September 11 awaken many of 
us to the realities of violence and terror that have been and continue to be experienced by many 
people around the globe.  
  Pray for peace grounded in justice. Act for peace. Fax, write, email, phone our Canadian political 
leaders, encouraging them to be a voice for peace, particularly as the United States government 
prepares to expand its ‘war against terrorism’ to Iraq. Pray that the Mennonite Church in the United 
States can speak faithfully and courageously to its government.  

 
May peace-seeking people everywhere find inspiration and hope in Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers 
for they will be called the children of God. “ 


