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Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 3rd, 2013
Rabbi Robert Daum - “Genesis: Unfamiliar Territory”

Worship leader: J. Evan Kreider Song Leader: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erna Friesen

Last Sunday   On Reformation/Heritage Sunday, Janet Boldt spoke on "Clasping of Hands" based on
the lectionary texts of Joel 2:23-32, Psalm 65, 2 Timothy 4:6-8 & 16-18, and Luke 18:9-14. The
scriptures tell us that God simultaneously transcends time and space, yet is very present with
humanity and sustains creation. Current events make it hard to understand God's immanence when
human violence is repeated so often. The poetry of George Herbert (1633) included "Clasping of
hands" which plays with the possession relationships between us the LORD in terms of 'I/mine' and
'Thee/thine'. The interlacing of humanity's actions with those of God's are like a dance that begs the
question: what is the balance between God's responsibilities and ours? The humble prayer of the tax
collector in Luke 18 is story of reversal: re-creation and re-formation as a result of justification by
faith. Across the human/divine divide, God reaches towards us in grace, yet we must reach back and
grasp that gift -- we cannot be justified by our own initiative. Spiritual disciplines are a way to place
ourselves before God and trust in order to be transformed. In conclusion, we heard Ernie Reimer play
guitar and sing Gene MacLennan's "Put your hand in the hand" [of the man from Galilee]. [KH] 

PGIMF News
November 10th Barbara Nickel Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands
November 17th Karl Brown TBA
November 24th Service of Readings and Prayers for Eternity Sunday
December 1st Sing-Along Messiah 1st Advent

Church list   The new church list is now available - hard
copies at the back, by e-mail from Andre, or from the church
website.   Please remember -it’s private information that
remains the property of the church - no redistribution
permitted under any circumstances.

Wider Church  
MCC    MCC calls for prayer for the 4,500 families of two
Syrian villages, Saddad and Haffar, and its Syrian partner
organizations. On Monday, rebel forces overtook their
villages, which have been relatively safe since the start of the war. Many people had sought refuge
there after fleeing violence in other areas of Syria.  MCC is advocating with the UN and the Canadian
and U.S. governments for safe passage for Red Crescent workers and safe evacuation for villagers.
These historically Christian villages have lived in peace with their Muslim neighbors for decades. 

The Friday Group
The Friday group will meet this Friday
(Nov. 8) at First Mennonite's
education building at 10:00 a.m.  We'll
be discussing chapter 3 of Love Wins,
the chapter on hell. How should we
think or not think about hell? All are
welcome to help us think.

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video


WPG United Church (4575 W. 8th Ave.) invites you to the next 2 sessions in their “Bad Girls of the
Bible” series on Wednesday November 6 and 20th from 7:15 – 9:15 pm.  The focus this time will be
on Eve, where, through scripture, art and discussion, Eve’s legacy will be scrutinized closely (Genesis
1-3).  Free, please RSVP to Janis at 604-224-4308.

Regent College For words that shape lives, The Bookstore at Regent College offers a comprehensive
selection of theological titles and carries, or can order, just about any theological title published in
North America. To browse the online catalogue and create your own Bookstore account, visit the
Bookstore website at http://bookstore.regent-college.edu/. 

Aging, Dementia and the Church   You are invited to a weekend seminar on the perils of dementia
and the church’s response with Ingrid Schultz at First United Mennonite Church (659 E. 52nd Ave.
Vancouver).  Dementia, now replacing cancer as the most feared word in our society, is an
opportunity to look at our own spiritual needs, and the place of the church in providing hope for
those who suffer and their families. Saturday November 16th beginning at 2:00 pm - 2 sessions
followed by a screening of the Sarah Polley film “Away From Her” starring Gordon Pinsent & Julie
Christie. Discussion and coffee follow.   Dinner available (contact Grace Epp at (contact informataion
available from webmaster) all sessions are free, come for any or all.  

Communitas   November 23rd: 1 – 5 pm: Matthew’s House Open House!
Located next to the Abbotsford Regional Hospital, Matthew’s House is a home away from home
where children with complex healthcare issues receive expert care so that families have a chance to
rejuvenate. Join Communitas at their open house on Saturday November 23rd for tours, refreshments
and draw prizes, and help them celebrate! Learn more when you visit http://www.mattshouse.ca   For
more information, comments or questions, e-mail Communitas at (address available from webmaster) 
 

pickingapplesofgold.blogspot.ca 

http://bookstore.regent-college.edu/
http://www.mattshouse.ca
mailto:office@CommunitasCare.com


Recalling Genesis through Selected Readings (NRSV)

I.  Primordial History/Stories (Genesis 1-11)

Genesis 1.1-4  
In the beginning when God created* the heavens and
the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God*

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that

the light was good; and God separated the light from
the  darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

Genesis 3.17-19
17And to the man he said,
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,
   and have eaten of the tree
about which I commanded you,
   “You shall not eat of it”,
cursed is the ground because of you;
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

   and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face
   you shall eat bread
until you return to the ground,
   for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
   and to dust you shall return.’

 
Genesis 6:11-14
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the
earth was filled with violence. 12And God saw that the
earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways
upon the earth. 13And God said to Noah, ‘I have

determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them;  now I am going
to destroy them along with the earth. 14Make yourself
an ark of cypress wood...

II.  The Abraham Cycle (Genesis 12-25:18)
Genesis 12:1-9
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that

you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless
you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

Genesis 17:15-22
15 God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 17Then
Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to
himself, ‘Can a child be born to a man who is a
hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old,
bear a child?’ 18And Abraham said to God, ‘O that
Ishmael might live in your sight!’ 19God said, ‘No, but

your wife Sarah shall bear you a son, and you shall
name him Isaac.* I will establish my covenant with him
as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.
20As for Ishmael, I  have heard you; I will bless him
and make him fruitful  and exceedingly numerous; he
shall be the father of twelve princes, and I will make
him a great nation. 21But my covenant I will establish
with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this season
next year.’ 22And when he had finished talking with
him, God went up from Abraham.

Genesis 22:1-3
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him,
‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 2He said, ‘Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-
offering on one of the mountains that I shall show

you.’ 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-
offering, and set out and went to the place in the
distance that God had shown him.



III.  The Jacob Cycle  (Genesis 25:19-36)

Genesis 28:10-17

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. 11He
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up
on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the
angels of God were ascending and descending on it.
13And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the

Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of  
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and
to your offspring; 14and your offspring shall be like the
dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south;
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you
and in your offspring. 

Genesis 35:1-4

God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to Bethel, and settle
there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to
you when you fled from your brother Esau.’ 2So Jacob
said to his household and to all who were with him,
‘Put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
purify yourselves, and change your clothes; 3then
come, let us go up to Bethel, that I may make an altar

there to the God who answered me in the day of my
distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.’
4So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they
had, and the rings that were in their ears; and Jacob hid
them under the oak that was near Shechem.

IV.  The Saga of Joseph and His Brothers (Genesis 37-50)

Genesis 37:1-4

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as
an alien, the land of Canaan. 2This is the story of the
family of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the
flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph
brought a bad report of them to their father. 3Now

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children,
because he was the son of his old age; and he   had
made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all
his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak
peaceably to him.

Genesis 41: 14-16
14 Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was hurriedly
brought out of the dungeon. When he had shaved
himself and changed his clothes, he came in before
Pharaoh. 15And Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I have had a

dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have  
heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you
can interpret it.’ 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, ‘It is not
I; God will give Pharaoh a favourable answer.’

Genesis 47:7-10

7 Then Joseph brought in his father Jacob, and
presented him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh. 8Pharaoh said to Jacob, ‘How many are the
years of your life?’ 9Jacob said to Pharaoh, ‘The years
of my earthly sojourn are one hundred and thirty; few

and hard have been the years of my life. They do not
compare with the years of the life of my ancestors
during their long sojourn.’ 10Then Jacob blessed
Pharaoh, and went out from the presence of Pharaoh.

Genesis 50:22-26
22 So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s
household; and Joseph lived for one hundred and ten
years. 23Joseph saw Ephraim’s children of the third
generation; the children of Machir son of Manasseh
were also born on Joseph’s knees. 

24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die;
but God will surely come to you, and bring you up out

of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.’ 25So Joseph made the Israelites
swear, saying, ‘When God comes to you, you shall
carry up my bones from here.’ 26And Joseph died,
being one hundred and ten years old; he was embalmed
and placed in a coffin in Egypt. 


