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Exercising our Interpreting Muscles
Please note that we record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share your thoughts as fully 

as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The response time will not be posted to the website. 

You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not 

recorded.

                

PGIMF RECAP

Last Sunday Janice Kreider spoke about the courage of the early Anabaptists in leaving the estab-
lished churches; they were convinced their new faith was the right one. Using the Martyr’s Mirror, 
as well as a summary of Anabaptist convictions developed at a Pasadena conference in 2006 (http://
www.heraldpress.com/pdf/handbook_MWC.pdf) and the writings of theologian Norman Kraus, Jan-
ice focused on the core convictions of Anabaptists. Kraus identified them as:
1.    Chirsto-centric spirituality. The focus was not only on Jesus sacrificial death, but on Jesus whole 
life as a model for us.
2.    Obedience. Discipleship, following Jesus’ teachings.
3.    The beatitudes. A guide for dealing radically with various situations.
4.    Non-violent confrontation. The church should be in dynamic tension with society; there should 
be an energetic confrontation.
5.    Gemeinnutzlichkeit (loosely translated as beneficial to the community) The early Anabaptists 
formed strong local communities.
The accounts of martyrdom in the Martyr’s Mirror end in 1671; an updated supplement is being 
planned. Janice left us with two questions: who are the martyrs today? How strong are our beliefs? 
[HN]

CHURCH CONTACTS

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
Pastoral Care—Erika Hannan (604-325-5065); Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); 
Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

NOV 4 SERVICE 

Speaker: Don Teichroeb
Worship Leader: Henry Neufeld 
Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau
Pianist: Ruth Enns

UPCOMING SERVICES

November 11 Rosie Perera 
November 18 Evan Kreider
November 25 Karl Brown
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Mark 10:46-52

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 48 Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 49 

Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; 
get up, he is calling you.’ 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus 
said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me 
see again.’ 52 Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way.

[NRSV]

Exercising our Interpreting Muscles: Testing our Interpretive Framework Twelve 

Paths to Spiritual Interpretation

Path #1: How is Jesus the key to interpretation?

Path #2: How are the contexts (biblical, 
historical, and contemporary) taken seriously?

Path #3: How do other parts of Scripture speak 
to the issue under investigation?

Path #4: How does Jesus use the Old Testament 
to speak to the question under consideration?

Path #5: Are there parts of the canon of 
Scripture that are not given sufficient attention 
and that could offer wisdom on the question?

Path #6: Should the cruelty of slavery and 
apartheid (in the cases below) have pointed to 
a need to re-examine the interpretation of the 
Bible that was used to justify them? How do 
we intentionally invite the Holy Spirit into our 
discernment? 

Path #7: How might remembering the Exodus 

and the teachings about jubilee have helped the 
interpretations of slavery and apartheid?

Path #8: What difference does it make 
when experiences and biblical analysis (or 
interpretation) are allowed to impact each other?

Path #9: Is Scripture a “delight” for us as we 
interpret it and for those impacted by our 
interpretations?

Path #10: Is Scripture a “delight” for us as 
we interpret it and for those impacted by our 
interpretations?

Path #11: How do/did interpretations take 
seriously what others had said before and are/
were saying? 

Path #12: Does the interpretation pay special 
attention to the “least of these” as is the case in 
Jesus’ interpretation of Scripture in his time?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Reminder: Please check your mailboxes at the back of the church - the names are all 
moved around, so double check the list to make sure you are taking your own mail.

The Friday Group will meet this Friday to discuss Frederick Buechner; Chapter 13 of Yancey’s Soul 
Survivor. 10:00 a.m. at First United Mennonite’s education building. 

We celebrate the birth of Karl Brown’s 
grandaughter Elliott Rose, October 22, 9lbs, 
8oz.

THE WIDER CHURCH 

PERFORMANCES

Remembrance Day Concert Nov. 11th: Free “Voices in Peace Concert”
Sunday November 11th - 7 PM at Fraserview Church, 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond B.C.  This will be 
an incredible evening for Peace.  A Fair Trade Kiosk will be hosted by Ten Thousand Villages.

Vancouver Cantata Singers   A Christmas Reprise Saturday, December 22nd at 2:00pm
Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards Street $18
Definitely the Christmas concert of the season. We predict a sell-out house each year, so purchase 
your tickets early! Tickets can be purchased online at  http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/277263

ASSISTANCE

Mennonite Disaster Service 
While the food crisis continues in the Sahel region in Africa, generous gifts from MCC donors just like 
you are making a long-term difference.
MCC is supporting projects in Burkina Faso, Niger and Mali. Total value of MCC’s response is over 
$1 million. This includes matching Canadian government funds to MCC’s account in CFGB. This past 
September, the Pedaling for Hope cyclathon here in BC raised over $131,700 for this work. You can 
read more when you visit
http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/generous-support-provides-food-assistan
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MCC Christmas Giving Catalogue is now online and offers some wonderful gift choices. The 
reason we provide this resource so early is to give folks the opportunity to receive gift cards with the 
purchase of their gifts that can be sent to the person receiving it. (Donations need to be received by 
December 7th to ensure that you receive the cards in time for holiday mailing.)
When you visit http://mcccanada.ca/christmas you’ll find gifts of love and compassion
that help provide peace, water, health, livestock, relief, hope, friendship, and education.

November 9&10: Peace Through The Arts - Join us at Peace Mennonite Church  
(11571 Daniels Road, Richmond) for an opportunity to celebrate reconciliation and new relationships 
between First Nations and other cultural communities through the visual arts, music, drama and 
dance.
First Nations and other visual artists will have pieces on display and available for purchase during the 
event. This event is sponsored by Hummingbird Ministries of the Presbyterian Church, and MCC BC.
Friday, Nov. 9: 6 - 9 p.m.  Sat. Nov. 10: 11 a.m. -  9 p.m. with a dinner break.

Pacific Theatre
Pacific Theatre opened a new play this week. 
“Wittenberg” written by David Davalos runs from
Oct 31-Nov 10.  More information and tickets can be found on 
their website at http://pacifictheatre.org/season/2012-2013-
season/mainstage/wittenberg


