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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service this morning will be led by Chris Skinner, 
we will be led in song by Veronica Dyck, Rosemary Bell will accompany on the piano, and Erna Freisen is
your usher. Later will hear from Michael Thomas who will speak to us on the lectionary texts for today.  Please
join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.  Parents with small children, please note
arrangements have been made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are
invited to contact other parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On Reformation Sunday, Dr. Charles Paris (former Roman Catholic priest, theologian and
teacher) reflected on ways in which Catholicism has changed during the five centuries following the
Reformation.  Last month, Pope Benedict XVI did the unthinkable by delivering a major address in the Chapter
Hall of Martin Luther's former Augustinian monastery in Erfurt.  Not one to mince words, a very frustrated
Luther repeatedly called the papacy "asses" in 1531.  Were he alive today, one might imagine Luther
congratulating the papacy and calling the Pope his brother in Christ, for things have indeed changed, on both
sides.  Pope Benedict noted that, for Luther, theology was a struggle with God, and this struggle led him to find
Christ.  Pope Benedict then praised Luther, saying that his whole theology was centered on Christ, and that
Luther had pointed out how Catholicism had strayed from the bible.  Both the Reformation and Counter
Reformation were primarily focused on what divided Christians, but now we are starting to appreciate all that
unifies us.  [While Pope Benedict praised Luther for his reforms, some at PGIMF praised Charlie for
demonstrating another church reform--the 10 minute sermon.  We then had ample time for a wonderful 20
minutes of lively discussion.  JEK] 

PGIMF News
November 13 Char Siemens Peace Sunday
November 20 John Klassen Eternity Sunday
November 27   - Sing-along Messiah
December 4 Santosh Ninan Love

The Friday group meets this Friday at FUMC at 10:00 a.m., continuing the discussion of Soul Survivor by
Philip Yancey.  We'll be discussing chapter 3,  G. K. Chesterton. All are welcome.

The Wider Church
MB Mission Johann & Hedi Matthies serve on MB Mission's Church Planting Resource team in Europe &
Central Asia.  They resource our workers, mobilize churches and schools for world mission. Pray that God
would be glorified by the unity of believers from many different backgrounds.  

MCC-BC   November 19th - 8:30 am - 3:30 pm:  MCC Annual General Meeting and Conference at Eben Ezer
Mennonite Church (2051 Windsor Street Abbotsford).  Hear Zoughbi Zoughbi from Palestine and Efrat
Even-Tzur from Israel share stories of peace work in the reagion, get and an update on MCC relief efforts in
east Africa. For details and to register, visit www.bc.mcc.org/agm  

MCC    November 8th - 6:30 pm: Mennonite Lecture Series at UFV: "Engagement: What is the connection
between relief work and peace?" Speakers: Wayne Bremner (MCC BC), Anita van Wyk (MCC BC and UFV)
and Garry Fehr (UFV). All are welcome. For more information: MennoniteStudies@ufv.ca 

Vancouver Peace Choir   On Sunday, Nov. 20th, 3:00 p.m., the Vancouver Peace Choir (directed by Timothy
Corlis, who also directs Abendmusik) will perform "A Concert of Lament" at St. Mark's Anglican Church,
1805 Larch Street, Vancouver ($20 adults, $15 seniors, $10 students, www.vancouverpeacechoir.ca). 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.bc.mcc.org/agm


MCC and the Vancouver Peace Choir     November 19th - 7 pm In Remembrance - Concert with the
Vancouver Peace Choir at the Reach Gallery Museum Abbotsford 32388 Veterans Way, Abbotsford. This
event is sponsored by MCC and the Reach. The concert will include Arvo Pärt - Da Pacem Domine, Eric
Whitacre - When David Heard, and Canadian composer Eleanor Daley's Requiem. Tickets are $20 (adult) $15
(senior) and $10 (student) and are available from MCC, the Reach, online at vancouverpeacechoir.ca or at the
door.

Firehall Theatre    A poignant message in time for Peace Sunday.  You are invited to the Firehall Theatre to
see Vimy, a play by Governor-General’s-award-winning playwright Vern Thiessen.  A nurse cares for four
young soldiers as they recover from the Battle for Vimy Ridge in a military hospital in France. All five
remember their past as memories of their time on and off the front occupy their thoughts in this exploration of
friendship, responsibility and nationalism.  November 2-19 with previews October 31 and Nov 1 .  Ticketsst

$25, $20 for students, seniors, all performances at 8:00 pm unless matinee at 2:00 pm.  For more information,
or to purchase tickets, see the Firehall Arts Centre at http://www.firehallartscentre.ca or  604-689-0926.

Peace Sunday campaigns    As we draw nearer to Peace Sunday and Remembrance Day, the age-old debate
begins again.  Do we wear a red poppy, despite the glorification of war it sometimes represents?  Do we wear a
white poppy to support alternate methods of conflict resolution and solidarity with victims? Or do we wear the
MCC button To Remember Is To Work For Peace?   The church has received information on the white poppy
campaign, and you can find out more at http://members.shaw.ca/peacepoppies/   You can also find out more
about MCC’s Remember Button campaign at http://canada.mcc.org/peace/resources/peacebuttons or at selected
MCC Thrift shops and Ten Thousand Villages stores.

Thanksgiving and Call to Worship 
(Inspired by Genesis 1; quotes from verses 1:1 & 31, NIV) 

 
Leader: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Creator God, you formed our universe from a shapeless void; 
You fashioned the planets and forged the stars; 
You established the seasons and determined life’s rightful order: 

 
All: Creator God, we worship you! 
 
Leader: Word of Life, you spoke over your creation and made it live; 

You painted nature into beautiful colour; 
You stirred seas and rivers to song; 
You called forth creatures of every shape and size: 

 
All: Word of Life, we respond to you!  
 
Leader: Spirit of Life, you gathered the dust of the earth and made a man and a woman; 

You breathed life into them, that they might know you; 
You filled your earth with tribes and nations; 
You entrusted your precious world to us your family: 

 
All: Spirit of Life, we receive you! 
 
Leader: God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 
 
All: Almighty God, today we celebrate the good gift of your creation; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, today we rejoice in the gift of relationship with you.
Amen. 

Written by Lyndall Bywater, Hope for Creation (www.hopeforcreation.org) 

http://www.firehallartscentre.ca
http://members.shaw.ca/peacepoppies/
http://canada.mcc.org/peace/resources/peacebuttons
http://www.hopeforcreation.org


Joshua 24:1-25 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to1

Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the2

people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long
ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other
gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond3

the River and led him through all the land of Canaan
and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac; and4

to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau the hill
country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children
went down to Egypt. Then I sent Moses and Aaron,5

and I plagued Egypt with what I did in its midst; and
afterwards I brought you out. When I brought your6

ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the sea; and the
Egyptians pursued your ancestors with chariots and
horsemen to the Red Sea. When they cried out to the7

Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians,
and made the sea come upon them and cover them;
and your eyes saw what I did to Egypt. Afterwards
you lived in the wilderness for a long time. Then I8

brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on
the other side of the Jordan; they fought with you, and
I handed them over to you, and you took possession
of their land, and I destroyed them before you. Then9

King Balak, son of Zippor of Moab, set out to fight
against Israel. He sent and invited Balaam son of
Beor to curse you, but I would not listen to Balaam;10

therefore he blessed you; so I rescued you out of his

11hand. When you went over the Jordan and came to
Jericho, the citizens of Jericho fought against you,
and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites,
the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites; and I handed them over to you. I sent the12

hornet ahead of you, which drove out before you the
two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword
or by your bow. I gave you a land on which you had13

not laboured, and towns that you had not built, and
you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and

olive groves that you did not plant.

 ‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in14

sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that
your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt,
and serve the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living; but as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord.’

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that16 

we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for17

it is the Lord our God who brought us and our
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight.
He protected us along all the way that we went, and
among all the peoples through whom we passed;

and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the18

Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also
will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’

But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve19 

the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If20

you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he
will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after
having done you good.’ And the people said to21

22Joshua, ‘No, we will serve the Lord!’ Then Joshua
said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve
him.’ And they said, ‘We are witnesses.’ He said,23

‘Then put away the foreign gods that are among you,
and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’

24The people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord our God we

25So will serve, and him we will obey.’ Joshua made a
covenant with the people that day, and made statutes
and ordinances for them at Shechem.    [NRSV]

1Thessalonians 4:13-18

 
 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers13

and sisters, about those who have died, so that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For14

since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have died. For this we declare to you by the word of15

the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those

16who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who17

are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so
we will be with the Lord for ever. Therefore18

encourage one another with these words.     [NRSV]



Psalm 78:1-7 

 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;1

   incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
 I will open my mouth in a parable;2

   I will utter dark sayings from of old,
 things that we have heard and known,3

   that our ancestors have told us.
 We will not hide them from their children;4

   we will tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,
   and the wonders that he has done.

 He established a decree in Jacob,5

   and appointed a law in Israel,

which he commanded our ancestors
   to teach to their children;
 that the next generation might know them,6

   the children yet unborn,
and rise up and tell them to their children,
   so that they should set their hope in God,7

and not forget the works of God,
   but keep his commandments;
 and that they should not be like their ancestors,8

   a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation whose heart was not steadfast,
   whose spirit was not faithful to God.    [NRSV]

Matthew 25:1-13

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten1

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five2

were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they3

took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil4

with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all5

of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight6

there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids7

got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to8

the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are

going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not9

be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the
dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while10

they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other11

bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to
us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know12

you.” 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.    [NRSV]


