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November 9 2003 

Peace Sunday 
 
Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our liturgical service will be led by 
Veronica Dyck; Rosie Perera will be leading us in song and Edward Kehler will be accompanying on the piano.  
Angela Ekkert and Mark Northey are in charge of Sunday School, and Heather Schantz & Nadine Neudorf will be 
with the toddlers. Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 
 
Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Elsie Wiebe (MCC-BC) reminded us that although the bible is a book of "good 
news", it is also a collection of stories of scoundrels who made enormous human mistakes in their dealings with 
others. If the bible had spoken only of good things, it would have contributed to the cloak of silence which so 
often surrounds domestic violence, incest, and abuse of all kinds. Instead, the bible's open honesty encourages us 
to bring our problems to our redemptive God (and not just our little victories). The Book of Susanna (or Daniel 
13) was used as an example of a sordid story of shame, false witness by religious elders, and of the young Daniel 
being led by God to uncover the real story. We, like Daniel, have also been called by God to speak out against 
abuse, incest and silence, for Evangelical Christians experience these severe problems no less than does society at 
large. MCC and Women's Concerns are working to change this situation, producing resources, websites, and 
giving guidance to church leaders on how to deal with these unsavory aspects of church life. If congregations can 
provide safe places in which we can share our stories, this may be some of the best 'good news' some people have 
yet heard. [JEK]   
 
PGIMF News: 
Upcoming speakers 
November 16    Ruth Enns  
November 23    Evan Kreider    Eternity Sunday 
November 30    Dan Nighswander 
December 7    Vange Thiessen 
   

 
Oooops!    We appear to have ben caught with our figurative pants down, and as a result, there are still people 
who do not know that Diane Schartner is engaged to be married to her friend Jonathan.  Our apologies to the 
congregation and our felicitations to Diane and Jonathan. 
 

New Members 
On January 4, 2004 we will hold a service to receive new members into the PGIMF community. If you feel 
called to become a member of PGIMF, please contact a church board member for a conversation about your 
faith journey and about formally joining PGIMF.  You are also welcome to transfer your membership on this 
date.  If you have membership in another congregation, please ask for a letter of transfer from your home 
congregation. 
Notice of your desire for church membership will be shared with the congregation several weeks prior to 
January 4. On January 4 you will have an opportunity to share your faith journey with the congregation. If you 
have questions, please approach any church board member for a discussion.  
 
Board members: Don Teichroeb (604) 221-8720: Veronica Dyck (604) 323-0634); Ann Marie Neudorf (604) 984-7453; John Friesen 
(604) 266-7819; Herb Reesor (604) 224-5245; J. Evan Kreider (604) 228-1217; Henry Neufeld (604) 946-3961  
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New Home Group    The new study group concerned with contemporary issues from an Anabaptist perspective 
will be meeting after the service on Sunday November 23.  Location to be announced.  We will continue to 
discuss the subjects we plan to study. For more information, see Andre Pekovich, Vange Thiessen or John 
Friesen.    
 
Mennonite Church BC special session   MCBC is meeting November 29th at Bethel Mennonite Church in 
Langley to approve a budget for the current year.  This is an especially important meeting to attend in light of 
current difficulties within the conference.  If you would like to go as a delegate, please see Don Teichroeb. 
 
The Wider Church 
 
MB Missions   FROM CONGO TO ANGOLA. Masolo and Isaiko Mununga, MBMS International workers in 
Angola covet your prayers as they support the work of  the Angola MB Conference and assist church leaders in 
the implantation of evangelical programs. Pray for their ministry of justice and peace. They have been sent by the 
MB Conference of Congo and MBMSI. 
 
Regent College  CREATION GROANING: Down-to-Earth Gospel  Nov. 14-15, 2003 featuriong Sir Ghillean 
Prance (Scientific Director of Eden Project, UK), with Loren Wilkinson (Regent College), Dave Bookless 
(Director of A Rocha UK) and Bob Ekblad (Tierra Nueva Ministries).  Sir Ghillean points to oil spills, 
extinctions, pollution, and toxins as distressing reports giving voioce to the “groaning of creation”  Paul refers to 
in the eighth chapter of Romans grows louder and louder. This conference will investigate what it means to be 
both broken people living in a groaning world and God’s image bearers in his good creation.  
 
 
 

The Rise Of Christianity In The Cauldron Of Conflict 
The Fourth Annual (2003) Word and World Lecture Series sponsored by Abbotsford Mennonite Fellowship  

Friday, November 14, 7:00-9:00 pm Saturday, November 15, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Garden Park Tower, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford 

Guest Lecturer: C. Lorne Dick 
Lorne Dick is a long-time educator, pastor, and teacher in various locations in Alberta and British Columbia. 
Lorne has spoken and written extensively on biblical topics and has read and researched prolifically on the Bible 
and its origins.  Friday evening we will examine the cultural and religious environment in which rabbinic Judaism 
and western Christianity were born.  Saturday am, we discuss who was the historical Paul, who was the historical 
James, and which of them reflected the historical Jesus most accurately?  And finally Saturday pm, we see the 
consequences of conflict and the birthpangs of Christianity.  Registration fee of $25 includes all three lectures as 
well as coffee breaks and Saturday lunch. Please pre-register (space is limited) by calling: 
 Peter Adrian – 604-859-4519    Don Harder – 604-557-0855  Or Dave Kroeker – 604-850-9613 
 
 
 

Remembrance Day services 
 
St. Helen’s Anglican Church will hold a Remembrance day concert nov. 9 at 7:30 pm featuring Robert Batt on the 
organ and Peter Butterfield conducting two choirs in Faure’s Requiem and Pavane, The Kontakion by Rupert 
Lang, and J.S. Bach’s Fantasia and Fugue in C Minor.  4405 W. 8th Avenue at Trimble.  Admission free, 
donations accepted. [Two of my favourite works - I’ ll be there - AP]  
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Canadian Memorial United Church Celebrates its 75th Anniversary with a Gala Concert Monday November 10 
at 8 pm at Canadian Memorial United Church, 15th and Burrard, featuring Vancouver Canadian Memorial Choir 
Gallery Singers, Vancouver City Singers (90 voices total), Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra (Neil Weisensel, 
Conductor) performing excerpts from Verdi - Requiem  Mozart - Requiem  Faure - Requiem   Beethoven - 
Symphony #9 and a world premiere of a new work,  Lord of the Worlds , composed by Neil Weisensel.  Tickets 
$15/10, available in advance at Canadian Memorial Centre for Peace, 1825 W. 16th Ave.   Always a spectacular 
concert at this facility, but come early to get a seat.  
 
 
 

MCC Presents Risks and Blessings of Public Peace Witness 
The ministry of public peace witness carries with it both risks and blessings. For those who find themselves pre-
occupied with the potential risks, it is important to note that there are also risks of not engaging in a public 
witness. Silence or noninvolvement may be perceived as support for a violent or unjust status quo. Oftentimes, 
the blessings outweigh the risks of involvement, nevertheless it is important to consider what the risks are. 
 

What are some of the risks of engaging in public peace witness? 
1) There is a risk of being misunderstood or misinterpreted. When we speak publicly, particularly involving the 
media, there is always a risk of being mis-represented or misunderstood. One can minimize the risk by preparing 
in advance and by speaking as clearly and coherently as possible. 
2) There is a risk of finding oneself in the company of persons or groups who hold to some views or practises 
that one cannot support. A peace walk, for example, may involve a whole range of groups, some of whom may 
advance causes that trouble us. A spirit of prayer and discernment is important in situations like this. Some 
situations may demand our participation in spite of our discomfort; other situations may demand our withdrawal. 
3) There is the risk that we may feel pressured to minimize our Christian convictions in the interest of finding 
common ground with others. Sometimes Christians may use "middle axioms" as a way of finding a language that 
all can understand and support. An example of using middle axiom is for Christians to argue against war—not 
because it violates the way of Jesus (which would be their primary reason), but because of the terrible destruction 
and suffering that it causes. There is nothing wrong with using middle axioms; indeed, it can be very helpful. At 
the same time there may be many opportunities to speak from our faith convictions, and we do well to 
seize those opportunities. 
4) There is the risk of seeing public witness as the only legitimate form of peace witness. As indicated in the 
introduction, the lived-out expression of a commitment to peace must remain primary. When we forgive one 
another, when we resolve group conflicts in healthy ways, when we befriend those different from us, we are 
witnessing for peace in important, if not public, ways. Public witness is no replacement for the lived-out 
expression of peace. 
 

What are some of the blessings? 
1) It is a blessing to share God's gift of peace with others. Many people long to hear that the gospel of Jesus is a 
gospel of peace. Many others long to hear that the peace of Jesus is shalom and that it encompasses not only 
personal spiritual peace, but also justice, material wellbeing, right relations. Witnessing publicly to the gospel of 
peace is a way of engaging in mission and evangelism. It is a way of sharing the good news with those who are 
searching for it.  
2) It is a blessing to join with others in a common cause. It can be tremendously exhilarating to join with other 
people in the pursuit of peace. Where we work together with strangers and, especially, those who are different 
from us, the exercise of working and witnessing together is in itself peacemaking. 
3) It is a blessing to experience God at work in new ways. When we participate in public peace witness, we open ourselves 
to new ways that God can speak to us and through us. We may be surprised by the moving of the God's spirit in our midst.  


