
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Website of the week
Emergency Circus brings Joy to the
World.  Your chance to crowd-fund
with this kickstarter-based project
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1
46606624/emergency-circus-tour-to-t
he-rescue 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 10th, 2013

Barbara Nickel - Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands

Worship leader: Janice Kreider Song Leader: Lisa-Dawn Kilthau
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Peter Neudorf

Last Sunday    Rabbi Robert Daum, in an overview of Genesis, gave licence to explore the hidden
meanings that we impart to the text as we read it.    Ronald Hendel in his book The Book of Genesis:
A Biography notes that the bible has an “afterlife” - though composed and rewritten over hundreds of
years, its interpretative life is what gives it meaning and currency for all cultures.  This interpretative
life, though perhaps a literary conceit, allows us to seriously consider competing versions of the text
of Genesis (such as that found in the Dead Seas scrolls); oral versions versus written versions; and
verbatim reproduction versus performance of the text by an interpreter.  As an apocalyptic text
describing a time beyond our own or a neo-Platonic book describing a place very different from our
world, Daum says the book reflects our human desires to return the world to an Edenic state.  No
literalist reading of these cryptic words - permanently relevant, perfect and complete, and divine in
origin - could compete.

Thus, in Genesis we find two creation stories, plus others in Psalms and Job.  Woman is created either
out of an androgynous being, or out of soil.  Different personal names for God are used in close
proximity without explanation.  In Gen 1:2 our word “the deep” (tehom)  is also proper name of an
ancient Mesopotamian deity (Tiamaat) in an attempt to supplant the chaos of the manifold pantheon
with the one true God. So too the sun and moon as “lights” disempowers the sun-god and moon-
goddess myths prevalent at the time.  Ruach embodies God’s enigmatic character as wind, breath or
spirit depending on context.  When Jacob wrestles with an
angel and is renamed Israel, the text continues to refer to him
thereafter as Jacob.  This is not just sloppy editing or a
fetishistic attachment to tradition - it’s a deliberate ambiguity
to draw us into the text and have us embrace its wideness. 
Name changes, contradictory versions of important moments,
rewriting history in two different chapters - all these give us a
sense of the richness and mystery of the book, and we must
train ourselves to read carefully to get the full benefit of it. [AP]

PGIMF News
November 17th Karl Brown My toys!  I Can’t Do My Job Without My Toys!
November 24th Service of Readings and Prayers for Eternity Sunday
December 1st Sing-Along Messiah 1st Advent
December 8th John Friesen Experiencing God

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


Wider Church  
MCC   2014 MCC Calendars are now available. Please contact Masako at the MCC BC office for further
information. 

Regent College    Under the ReFrame banner, Regent College asked Senior Academic Administrator
Gerry Schoberg for his views on homelessness and what his church is doing to address it. The
interview can be read at www.regent-college.edu/about-us/news/2013/the-guy-in-line.  There is a
link to a longer video interview on the same page.

Marketplace Institute at Regent College   Also at Regent, the Marketplace Institute has a series of
essays on the nature of business from a Christian perspective that offers fresh alternatives to the stale
capitalist/socialist claptrap that litters today’s discourse.  The writer is Nathan McLellan who holds a
number of degrees including one in theology from Regent, is the former head of the Marketplace
Institute, and is now an economist at the New Zealand Treasury.   You can read all the interviews at
Regent’s Marketplace site at
http://marketplace.regent-college.edu/ideas-media/business-economy/what-is-a-christian-vision-for-business

Entertainment    There will be a free concert at Fraserview Church, 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond, on
Monday November 11 at 7:00 p.m.   Peace Mennonite Church Choir and several Richmond Youth
Honour Choirs will sing. There will also be violin music and interpretive dancing. Shirley Tsu hopes
you can attend and also invites you to share this invitation with others who might be interested.

MCC   In conjunction with Hummingbird Ministries, MCC is pleased to promote a "Peace Through the
Arts Festival" event, to be held at Peace Mennonite Church, 1157 Daniels Road, Richmond on
Saturday, November. 16 from 11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., followed with a feast from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
The event will use visual arts, music, drama, dance and storytelling to promote understanding of First
Nations peoples.  Dinner is $10; the rest of the event is no charge. To make dinner reservations, email
(address available from webmaster). 

Mennonite Church Canada   The generosity of the congregations is enriching the ministry of pastors
in Vietnam. From Sept. 23 to Nov. 4, Palmer Becker shared Christian leadership courses at the
Vietnam Mennonite Bible Institute during a short term assignment with Mennonite Church Canada.
Thank you for supporting Palmer!  (Ex-PGIMF alumnus! - ed)

Mennonite Church BC    Lee Dyck, Moderator of MCBC, extends a big thank you to all those who
attended the MCBC Special Delegate Session on November 2nd - for their honest contributions to
the discussion.  Lee also asks for continued prayer for Brander for the next three years as Indigenous
Relations Coordinator. 

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir You are invited to celebrate the Advent season with the VWMC in a
series of Christmas concerts featuring local choirs and magical Vancouver artists Winter Harp.  Buy
tickets ($25 or $30 adults/$22 senior/ $10 student) for concerts upcoming at www.vwmc.ca or by
phone at 604-878-1190 or from any choir member.
• Friday Nov 29

th
 at 7:30 pm White Rock Baptist Church (w/Johnston Heights Secondary School choir) 

• Sunday Dec 1
st
 at 2:00 pm Massey Theatre, New Westminster (w/Winter Harp ensemble) 

• Thursday Dec 5
th
 at 7:30 pm Christ Church Cathedral (w/Collingwood Secondary School choir)

• Friday Dec 6
th
 at 7:30 pm Shaughnessy Heights United Church (w/Magee Secondary School choir)

• Friday Dec 13
th
 at 7:30 pm Centennial Theatre, N. Van (w Argyle Secondary School choir)  

Canadian Conference of MB Churches   A study conference on human sexuality was held in
Edmonton on October 16-18th to which all Canadian MB churches were invited to send participants. 
You can read the MB conference news release on the proceedings of the conference at 
www.mennonitebrethren.ca/news/church-leaders-welcome-dialogue-on-human-sexuality/  

https://donate.mcc.org/christmas-giving/video
http://www.regent-college.edu/about-us/news/2013/the-guy-in-line
http://www.vwmc.ca


Call to Worship

Reader 1: So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation;

Reader 2: Everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

Reader 1: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ,

Reader 2: And has given us the ministry of reconciliation;

Reader 1: That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting their trespasses against them,

and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.

Reader 2: Thanks be to God for the gift of peace he has offered us.

All: Thanks be to God for the ministry of peace to which he has called us.

(from MCC Peace Sunday Package)

Coventry Litany of Reconciliation

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,

Father, forgive.

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,

Father, forgive.

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth,

Father, forgive.

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,

Father, forgive.

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,

Father, forgive.

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,

Father, forgive.

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,

Father, forgive.

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.


