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November 14 , 2010th

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our Peace Sunday service today will be led by Andre
Pekovich, we will be led in song by Rosie Perera, accompanied at the piano by Ruth Enns, and Henry
Neufeld is your usher.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship and we can
extend the enjoyment of our time together.  Parents with small children, please note arrangements have been
made for child-minding on the second and last Sundays of each month, and you are invited to contact other
parents or any church board member for more information.

Last Sunday   On November 7th, Rosie Perera gave another in her series of sermons on the Book of
Revelations, this time in the context of All Saints.  Initially, local people tended to view devout, kind
individuals as saints.  Somewhat later, this designation was used for very good people who had died.  Later
still the bishops took over the right to determine who had in fact been a saint, and by now the title is granted
only through a truly complicated bureaucratic/political process.  By contrast, scripture uses the word "saints"
when referring to faithful believers generally.  As veneration of specific saints increased, some who had
suffered and died for their faith were viewed not only as saints but also as martyrs (Stephen, James and John,
Peter, Paul, etc.)  Rev. 6.9:  I saw "under the altar the souls of martyrs".  Over the centuries, Christians were
in fact greatly encouraged by hearing stories of the martyrs.  The "Martyrs' Mirror" (1660) and Foxe's "Book
of Martyrs" (1563) were both influential in their day.  Rosie then briefly reviewed stories of the martyrdom
of several early Anabaptists, but she also emphasized that many faithful Christians are still suffering
martyrdom today in multiple locations under present-day governments.  People were/are usually martyred
because their lives of faith set them apart from the surrounding society.  We too should lead lives which set
us apart from non-believers, but we should also be praying for those now suffering fear, torture and death for
their lives of faith.  [JEK] 

Two Sundays ago John Klassen, former professor at TWU spoke to us on Surviving Sin from Luke 19:1-10
 
 PGIMF News
November 21 J. Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday
November 28 Veronica Dyck 1  Adventst

December 5 Karl Brown 2  Adventnd

December 12 Sing-along Messiah 3  Adventrd

The Wider Church

MBMSI  Sandra Plett is serving
on the Matthew Team in
Guadalajara with MBMS
International. As Sandra leads the
RETO youth, pray that she might
have wisdom to know how to
speak God's truth into their lives
as they grapple with major issues. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your thoughts
as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will not be posted
to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing and prayer, which
will continue to be not recorded.

A Life Fully Lived: Loving Hildegarde is the recently completed book by
Helmut Lemke. Helmut will be reading from this book at the First United
Mennonite Church's education building on Friday, November 26, at 10:30
a.m. This will be the first in a series of periodic sessions at this location
organized by the "Friday Group." FUMC is located at 659 - E. 52   Ave.nd

about half a block east of Fraser St. The education building is behind the
church and there's a parking lot between the church and the education
building.  All are welcome; for more information contact Henry Neufeld. 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org


MCC     MCC is at work in both Haiti and Indonesia where recent disasters have affected those in need. In
Haiti, MCC continues to respond to those affected by January's earthquake and is assessing response to those
affected by Hurricane Tomas. In Indonesia, MCC is working together with the Indonesian Mennonite
Diakonal Service to assess the need of more than 100,000 people displaced by recent volcanic eruptions.
MCC invites you to pray with us for those in need. For those wishing to donate, your gift marked "Where
Needed Most" enables MCC to respond quickly to disasters as they arise. For more info, visit mcc.org 

Good News Gospel Choir   - Gail Suderman and the Choir invites you  to attend the Christmas gospel music
concerts “Go Tell It!” featuring the Good Noise Vancouver Gospel Choir.  These concerts are highlights of
their performing season, as they feature gospel and blues artists such as John Lee Sanders, and you can even
join in on some of the songs with your own voice!  Concerts begin December 10 and 11 at 7:30 pm at Christ
Church Cathedral in Vancouver, and December 12 at 3:00 pm at Fraserview MB in Richmond.  Tickets
available at 778-868-7762.

Trinity Western University welcomes Dr. N. T. Wright who will be giving several public lectures on
November 16 and 17.  Please attend Tuesday, November 16, at 11:00am for "Hope in Tomorrow's World" at
the David E. Enarson Gym, Trinity Western University - 7600 Glover Road, Langley; Tuesday November
16, 7:30pm on  "Called to be Human: Agenda for Tomorrow's Church" at Christian Life Assembly - 21277
56 Avenue, Langley; and finishing Wednesday, November 17: 11:00 am with "Character in Tomorrow's
World" at the Enarson Gym again.  For more info, see: http://impact.twu.ca/project/project.aspx?asset=111  

MCC BC Annual Meeting and Conference, November 20, 2010 at Cedar Valley Mennonite Church in
Mission, from 8 am to 4 pm to hear how MCC continues to make a difference in the lives of families across
the world. Join them for a day of inspiration, featuring keynote speaker Ray Motsi, senior minister at
Bulawayo Baptist Church.  Workshops will let you dig deeper and learn more about what’s happening in
MCC here at home and around the world.  Registration is $15 and includes lunch, so please register by phone
at 604-857-0011 or online at http://bc.mcc.org/agm

Free lectures: Bad Girls of the Bible, featuring Tamar (Genesis 38) and Rahab (Joshua 2 and 6).  Through
art and scripture, come and explore these women - prostitutes, seducers or feminists?  November 16 from
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm at WPG United Church, 8  and Tolmie.  Please call 604-224-4388 to register.   th

The Regent College Admissions Office is looking for willing hosts to provide free housing for up to one week
(between Dec. 1 and Jan. 15) for incoming students while they search for permanent housing. Meals are not
expected (but welcome nonetheless!). This is also a great solution for those of you who are going out of town for
the holidays and are in need of a house/pet-sitter. For more information, please contact Amy at 604-221-3355.
Thank you! 

_  Lisa Wilson would like you to know about a comprehensive list of movies about the saints of the
Church available in many places for rent.  The Dvinity College library at St. Michael's College in Toronto
has an excellent web page you can vew to locate titles and summaries of Saints on Film, and can be found at
http://www.utoronto.ca/stmikes/kelly/movies/saints.html  Many movies can be rented at Videomatica and
other independent video houses. 

When people walk up to me and tell me they are Christians, my first response is the question, "Really?

Already?" It seems to me it is a lifelong endeavor to try to live the life of a Christian....  The idyllic condition

can not be arrived at and held on to eternally.  It is in the search itself that one finds the ecstasy
 - Maya Angelou - Wouldn’t Take Nothin’ For My Journey Now 

http://impact.twu.ca/project/project.aspx?asset=111
http://bc.mcc.org/agm
http://www.utoronto.ca/stmikes/kelly/movies/saints.html


Genesis 4:1-16

Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she1

conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have produced
a man with the help of the Lord.’ Next she bore2

his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of
sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. In the3

course of time Cain brought to the Lord an
offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel for4

his part brought of the firstlings of his flock, their
fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and
his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had5

no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his
countenance fell. The Lord said to Cain, ‘Why6

are you angry, and why has your countenance
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted?7

And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the
door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.’

 Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let us go out to8

the field.’ And when they were in the field, Cain
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.
Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is your9

brother Abel?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my
brother’s keeper?’ And the Lord said, ‘What10

have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is
crying out to me from the ground! And now you11

are cursed from the ground, which has opened its
mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your
hand. When you till the ground, it will no longer12

yield to you its strength; you will be a fugitive and
a wanderer on the earth.’ Cain said to the Lord,13

‘My punishment is greater than I can bear!
Today you have driven me away from the soil,14

and I shall be hidden from your face; I shall be a
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone
who meets me may kill me.’ Then the Lord said15

to him, ‘Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a
sevenfold vengeance.’ And the Lord put a mark on
Cain, so that no one who came upon him would
kill him. Then Cain went away from the16

presence of the Lord, and settled in the land of
Nod, east of Eden.    [NRSV]

Joshua 1:1-11

After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord,1

the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’
assistant, saying, ‘My servant Moses is dead.2

Now proceed to cross the Jordan, you and all this
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to
the Israelites. Every place that the sole of your3

foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I
promised to Moses. From the wilderness and the4

Lebanon as far as the great river, the river
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, to the Great
Sea in the west shall be your territory. No one5

shall be able to stand against you all the days of
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with
you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong6

and courageous; for you shall put this people in
possession of the land that I swore to their
ancestors to give them. Only be strong and very7

courageous, being careful to act in accordance
with all the law that my servant Moses

commanded you; do not turn from it to the right
hand or to the left, so that you may be successful
wherever you go. This book of the law shall not8

depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it
day and night, so that you may be careful to act in
accordance with all that is written in it. For then
you shall make your way prosperous, and then you
shall be successful. I hereby command you: Be9

strong and courageous; do not be frightened or
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.’

 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the10

people, ‘Pass through the camp, and command11

the people: “Prepare your provisions; for in three
days you are to cross over the Jordan, to go in to
take possession of the land that the Lord your God
gives you to possess.” ’     [NRSV]

James 4:1-3

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where1

do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? You want2

something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot

obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. You3

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.   
[NRSV]



Joshua 5:1-5, 8-12

When all the kings of the Amorites beyond the1

Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the
Canaanites by the sea, heard that the Lord had
dried up the waters of the Jordan for the Israelites
until they had crossed over, their hearts failed, and
there was no longer any spirit in them, because of
the Israelites.

 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, ‘Make flint2

knives and circumcise the Israelites a second
time.’ So Joshua made flint knives, and3

circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath-haaraloth.
This is the reason why Joshua circumcised them:4

all the males of the people who came out of Egypt,
all the warriors, had died during the journey
through the wilderness after they had come out of
Egypt. Although all the people who came out had5

been circumcised, yet all the people born on the
journey through the wilderness after they had
come out of Egypt had not been circumcised.

[...]

 When the circumcising of all the nation was8

done, they remained in their places in the camp
until they were healed. The Lord said to Joshua,9

‘Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace
of Egypt.’ And so that place is called Gilgal to this
day.

 While the Israelites were encamped in Gilgal10

they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of
Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that11

very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna12

ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land,
and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate
the crops of the land of Canaan that year.    
[NRSV]

Romans 12:1-21
The New Life in Christ

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by1

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to2

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.

 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone3

among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned. For as in one body we4

have many members, and not all the members
have the same function, so we, who are many, are5

one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. We have gifts that differ6

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the7

teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;8

the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence;
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast9

to what is good; love one another with mutual10

affection; outdo one another in showing honour.
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the11

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,12

persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of13

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not14

curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice,15

weep with those who weep. Live in harmony16

with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take17

thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it18

is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge19

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;
for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry,20

feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning
coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by21

evil, but overcome evil with good.    [NRSV]



Matthew 5:38-48

 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an38

eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do39

not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on
the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone40

wants to sue you and take your coat, give your
cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one41

mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone42

who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you.

 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall43

love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” But I44

say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be children45

of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love46

those who love you, what reward do you have? Do
not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if47

you greet only your brothers and sisters, what
more are you doing than others? Do not even the
Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as48

your heavenly Father is perfect.    [NRSV]

Prayer of confession

On nice fall days in our safe homes and with our happy families,
we forget

that our Dads, and moms, our Grandpas and Grandmas,
lived in times of War.

On nice nights, when we’re safe in our little houses, in safe little towns,
we forget

that little boys and little girls live in places where bombs fall like snow does here,
and many live in times of War.

There are many days when we forget
the price of War.

The lives ruined, the lands laid waste
the sneer of the victorious, the smouldering anger of the vanquished

There are many days when we forget to be
thankful for those who fought for us so we could live in peace.

Forgive our forgetting, 
and help us to live so war comes no more.
Amen

- Desmond Parsons, while at Marengo United Church, Loverna, SK

Opening prayer

One: The chill wind of fall now blows where poppies bloomed.

All: Silence has replaced the din on many battlefields.

One: Empty places at the table will never be refilled.

All” But your love, O God, warms that which has grown cold,
fills lonely silences with a Word of love,
and restores the circle which was broken.

Robin Wardlaw Trinity U.C.  Newmarket ON


