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November 15th, 2009
Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Our service will be led by Henry Neufeld, Veronica Dyck
will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  Later we will hear
from Jack Suderman who will be speaking from Ephesias 3:6-21   Parents with small children please note that

arrangements are being made to have child-minding in attendance two Sundays per month, and you are invited

to contact any other parent in the service, or any member of the church board for more information. Please join
us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday    Connie Siedler spoke to us on November 8th on Ruth 3: 1-5 and 4:13-17 from the lectionary texts
for the week, which addressed the benefits loyalty to God.  She encouraged us with stories not to race through the
wisdom book or we’ll miss the value of the journey.  Ruth’s losses are tremendous - of husband and sons, not to
mention future, so the first part of the book is a lament. Though she does not see God’s hand working for her
good, she maintains her loyalty, both to God and to Naomi.  Naomi in turn honours Ruth and promises to God
with her own loyalty.  The unspoken question throughout the text is “Is God really good?  Can he be trusted?”   
Connie found echoes in modern literature, where hating God for allowing suffering won’t make anything better.
She also quoted Eugene Peterson in Psalms “If God’s people participate in extraordinary blessings, they also
share in terrible sufferings.  This makes the saving grace of Jesus Christ so much more important.”  The last parts
of the book, reconciliation and integrity, bring honour and purity to God’s name. The celebration at the birth of
Obed, ancestor to Jesus, at the end of the book emphasizes how God restores everyone who is faithful. [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
November 22 Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday
November 29 Joseph Dutko 1st Advent / Potluck
December 6 Sing-along Messiah 2nd Advent
December 13 Janice Kreider 3rd Advent

Membership    At PGIMF we welcome people to participate fully in the life of our congregation.  For some
church membership is valued and desirable; and is received gratefully by this congregation as affirmation of our
mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church membership please contact
one the church board members.

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Tim & Denise Kuhns teach at Pan American Christian Academy in Sao Paulo.  Please pray for them as
they influence the lives of students, many of whom do not have a solid Christian home life.  Pray that they will
have clear insight into the lives of the students in order to mentor and guide them as the Holy Spirit leads.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



The BCMB Conference Campus Ministry Committee

invites you to take part in the launch of our new ministry at
UBC and beyond with a dessert evening featuring:
• music by the Nelson Boschman Trio
• the introduction of our new Mennonite Brethren

UBC Chaplain
• real life student testimony
• a compelling message from Dr. W. Ward Gasque

on Bridging the Gap between the Church and the
University

• an engaging panel with Q&A session
Friday November 27th at 7:30 pm at South Hill churchyg,
5887 Prince Edward St., (near 41st and Main) in
Vancouver.  Your RSVP appreciated to Denise at
office@bcmb.org or 604-853-6959

MCC  has committed $20,000 to relief efforts in El
Salvador, where a storm on November 8th resulted in
massive flooding and landslides that left more than 140
people dead. More than 2,000 houses and 18 bridges were
damaged or destroyed, according to ACT (Action by
Churches Together) International. In total, 118 temporary
shelters have been set up where 13,680 people have taken refuge.  Since Monday, MCC’s partner organizations
have distributed food, medicine, health care and other material aid, such as canned meat and health kits from
MCC.  MCC partners in the areas of disaster are ANADES (New Dawn Association from El Salvador) in San
Vicente; IBDC (Baptist Disciples of Christ Church) in San Martin; and Fundahmer (Brother Mercedes
Foundation) in La Libertad. Those who wish to donate can designate “El Salvador Emergency Assistance online
at  https://donate.mcc.org/project/el-salvador-flooding-emergency, or through any MCC office.

Vancouver Cantata Singers     You are invited to attend Spinal Chord, a gala fundraiser supporting research
and the arts.  On Saturday November 14th at 7:00 pm,  join ICORD and the Vancouver Cantata Singers for a
unique interdisciplinary gala featuring live Classical & Jazz music in the atrium of the new Blusson Spinal Cord
Centre (ICORD, cocktails & hors d’oeuvres, and a silent auction.  818 West 10th Avenue, Vancouver.  Tickets
$100 includes a tax receipt for $80 from 604-730-8856 or www.vancouvercantatasingers.org  

Pacific Theatre presents its return of The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe, from the novel by CS Lewis, a
theatrical invention that preserves all the magic of the twentieth century’s best-loved fantasy classic. Four young
adventurers pass through a doorway to a land in the grip of an icy queen, where it’s always winter and never
Christmas - but Aslan comes to change the world!  Directed by Kerry Van der Griend.  Shows November 13 -
January  2, Wednesday - Saturday Nights at 8pm, Saturday matinees 2pm with other special showings on the
website.  For tickets, call 604.731.5518 or try  www.pacifictheatre.org/productions/2009-2010

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir    Don’t miss the Christmas Season of the VMWC beginning the first of Advent
on November 29th with a rousing chorus to share with audiences of every age.  A series of five concerts include
high school choirs and even Winter Harp Ensemble on concerts at First Baptist in Vancouver, Massey Theatre in
New West and Shaughnessy Heights United.  Tickets from Edwin Hintz, Ticketmaster (extra fee) or from the
choir office at 604-878-1190 or at www.vwmc.ca 

Peacekeeper, Peacemonger and Peacemaker   Ron Dart (UCFV) speaks on how Thomas Merton, George
Grant and Michael Ignatieff share a passion for peace, but their understanding of peace and how to achieve it
differs significantly.  Sponsored by the Thomas Merton Society.   Vancouver Public Library, Central Branch,
Wednesday November 25th at 7:00 pm.  For more info please call 604-669-2546 or www.merton.ca.

You and your friends are invited to

Abendmusik's annual Advent Vespers, 60
minutes of uninterrupted choral singing,
congregational hymns, meditative responsive
readings and prayers appropriate to the season.
The 14-voice ensemble is conducted by Andrea
Siemens.  Please feel free to bring friends who
might appreciate this type of music and
opportunity for reflection--no applause, no
sermon, no announcements. During one hymn,
an offering will be taken in support of the Choir
and The Menno Simons Centre, a residence for
the 22 Christian university students attending

UBC and Regent College.  December 5th at
8:00 pm at emmanuel Free Reformed
Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Rd,
Abbotsford, and Sunday December 6th at 8:00
pm at Knox United, 5600 Balaclava (at 41st)
in Vancouver.



Streams of Justice presents A Tale of Two visions: the

Olympic Games and the Kingdom of God: are they

compatible?    What is the Olympics all about?  Is its
vision of the world compatible with the vision of the
kingdom of God announced and embodied in the mission
of Jesus?  Is the spectacular ritual of the Games, and the
philosophy of Olympism that guides its production
compatible with the perspectives, beliefs and values that
lie at the core of the good news proclaimed by Jesus and
his early followers?  Can the message of solidarity and
liberation expressed in the teaching and life of Jesus be
aligned with the fundamental concerns of the IOC and the powerful forces behind the games?  Join us in the
exploration of these competing visions through a creative presentation and open discussion over coffee and
dessert. Friday December 4th from 7:00 - 9:00 pm at Regent College.  Free event.  For more information, see
www.streamsofjustice.org.

Ephesians 3:6-21

5In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is,
the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to
the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the
working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of
all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,
9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things;
10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried
out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access
to God in boldness and confidence through faith in
him. 13I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over

my sufferings for you; they are your glory.

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
15from whom every family in heaven and on earth
takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of
his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened
in your inner being with power through his Spirit,
17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with
all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen.     [NRSV]

Prayer note 

Steve Berg (BCMB Conference Minister)
will be undergoing surgery on Monday
morning (November 16) to remove a portion
of the sigmoid colon, and your assurances of
prayer are appreciated very much!  Steve will
be off recovering until January 2010. 



Group 1 Group 2

Let love be genuine; Hate what is evil, hold to what is good; 

Love one another with mutual affection; Outdo one another in showing honour.

Do not lag in zeal, Be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.

Rejoice in hope, Be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

Contribute to the needs of saints; Extend hospitality to strangers

Bless those who persecute you; Bless and do not curse them
.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, Weep with those who weep.

Live in harmony with one another; Do not be haughty but associate with the lowly; 
do not claim to be wiser than you are.

Do not repay evil for evil, But take thought for what is noble in the sight of all
.

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, Live peaceably with all.

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, For it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
for the wrath of God; says the Lord.”

No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them;

If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. 
For by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”

Do not be overcome by evil, But overcome evil with good.

. 


