
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Website of the week
Mennonite Disaster Service invites you to
consider or join  their work in restoring
hope to those whose lives have been
ruined by disaster.  See their work at 

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/home/ 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 17th, 2013
Karl Brown - My Toys! I Can’t Do My Job Without My Toys!

Worship leader: Andre Pekovich Song Leader: Catherine Cooper
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Barbara Nickel spoke to us on Peace Sunday in a multifaceted message combining
congregational singing and spoken litanies, inviting us to put peace into each others hands.  But
how? From the story of the destruction of the city and cathedral of Coventry in 1940, Barb related
how the survivors, whose strength was almost at an end, created out of rubble an image of the cross,
followed by a service of reconciliation.  Shortly after, the people of Coventry sent money and aid to
German cities ruined by Allied bombing, and much later, the  rebuilding of a new church from within
the hallowed ruins of the old, married the tragedy of the old  with the hope of the new in one
cathedral. In ruins, we can turn to God when our own strength is at an end, and ask God, grant us
peace.  On the smaller scale of our own personal relationships, we can also ask God to deliver us up
unto peace when we can see no other way to accomplish the ends we are called to.  Whether relating
our faith to one who does not share it, or giving our talents to the world, and then worrying about
whether they are good enough to display; if we but grant God the possibility, He will send to us the
comfort and support we need to know that we are valued not just for our many contributions, but for
who we are in Her eyes - Her own child. [AP]

PGIMF News
November 24th Service of Readings and Prayers for Eternity Sunday
December 1st Sing-Along Messiah 1st Advent
December 8th John Friesen Experiencing God
December 15th Thomas Bergen 3rd Advent

The Friday Group will meet this Friday (Nov. 22) at 10:00
a.m. at the education building of First United  Mennonite
Church in Vancouver.  We'll be discussing chapter 4 of Love
Wins: Does God Get What God Wants? All are welcome.

Wider Church  
Contemplative Advent Service   The Carey Institute and
WPG Baptist invites you to celebrate an Advent liturgy “Let
Every Heart Prepare Him Room in their sanctuary (4509 W.
11th Ave.) on Friday November 29th beginning at 7:00 pm.  With Rob desCotes and Imago Dei, this
contemplative service will explore practices to help us stay grounded through the Christmas rush. 
Free-will offering to Imago Dei.  A 24-hour prayer vigil follows until Saturday at 9:00 pm, and you are
invited to watch and wait with silent prayer, candles, journals and art supplies at stations throughout
the church.  

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.mds.mennonite.net/home/
http://www.pgimf.org


MCC Responds to Typhoon Haiyan in Philippines

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is responding to Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, providing funding for relief
through Church World Services (CWS) in Mindanao, and supporting the initial 10-member disaster assessment and
response team of an MCC partner organization - Peacebuilders Community in Leyte where thousands are believed to have
perished - and working with partners to determine needs for longer-term recovery.

The team left on Wednesday, Nov. 12, flying to Cebu and then traveling by barge because of transportation challenges. The
group will continue by foot if necessary.  Dan and Jeanne Zimmerly Jantzi, area directors for MCC's work in Southeast
Asia, say that communication has been unreliable, and team members do not know what they will find. "They will try to go
by foot to some of the areas that are not yet accessible by road because of debris, landslides and bridges out," the Jantzis
report.  "In a situation like this, training in disaster preparedness gives team members the experience to help communities
respond in their own areas. That has more impact than trying to send volunteers from outside the country."

Two of the team members are psychologists with experience in disaster trauma healing work. They will bring training
materials and be prepared to work in this area as the need arises.  Bruce Guenther, MCC director of disaster response,
stressed that this is the beginning of MCC's response, which will help to meet immediate needs and support longer-term
recovery.  The Canadian government has indicated that it will provide "matching funds" for donations to relief efforts for
Typhoon Haiyan made between Nov. 9 and Dec. 9. Donations made to MCC's Typhoon Haiyan response are eligible if they
are not larger than $100,000 and specifically earmarked for response to the impact of Typhoon Haiyan

To donate to this effort, please go to www.mcccanada.ca/typhoon  

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir You are invited to celebrate the Advent season with the VWMC in a
series of Christmas concerts featuring local choirs and magical Vancouver artists Winter Harp.  Buy
tickets ($25 or $30 adults/$22 senior/ $10 student) for concerts upcoming at www.vwmc.ca or by
phone at 604-878-1190 or from any choir member.
• Friday Nov 29

th
 at 7:30 pm White Rock Baptist Church (w/Johnston Heights Secondary School choir) 

• Sunday Dec 1
st
 at 2:00 pm Massey Theatre, New Westminster (w/Winter Harp ensemble) 

• Thursday Dec 5
th
 at 7:30 pm Christ Church Cathedral (w/Collingwood Secondary School choir) 

• Friday Dec 6
th
 at 7:30 pm Shaughnessy Heights United Church (w/Magee Secondary School choir) 

• Friday Dec 13
th
 at 7:30 pm Centennial Theatre, N. Van (w Argyle Secondary School choir)  

Call to Worship    

One: God of the open road,
All: God of the twisting path,
One: God of the narrow and upward way,

your people are gathered for worship!
All: In this hour, give us provision for the journey,

courage and faith and compassion,
and endurance to face any hardship.

One: Open our eyes to see you walking beside us,
protecting us, encouraging us, loving us.

All: We pray this in the name of Jesus,
who moves us, Amen

Copyright Carol Penner Leading in Worship,  www.leadinginworship.com 

http://www.mcccanada.ca/typhoon
http://www.vwmc.ca
http://www.leadinginworship.com


2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not
according to the tradition that they received
from us. 7For you yourselves know how you
ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it; but with toil and
labor we worked night and day, so that we might
not burden any of you. 9This was not because we
do not have that right, but in order to give you

an example to imitate. 10For even when we were
with you, we gave you this command: Anyone
unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear
that some of you are living in idleness, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such
persons we command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be
weary in doing what is right.    [NRSV]

Proverbs 6:6-11

6 Go to the ant, you sluggard;
   consider its ways, and be wise.
7 Without having any chief
   or officer or ruler,
8 it prepares its food in summer,
   and gathers its sustenance in harvest.

9 How long will you lie there, O sluggard?
   When will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
   a little folding of the hands to rest,
11 and poverty will come upon you like a robber,
   and want, like an armed warrior.    [NRSV]

Matthew 19:16-22

16 Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher,
what good deed must I do to have eternal life?’
17And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about
what is good? There is only one who is good. If
you wish to enter into life, keep the
commandments.’ 18He said to him, ‘Which ones?’
And Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You
shall not bear false witness; 19Honour your father

and mother; also, You shall love your neighbour
as yourself.’ 20The young man said to him, ‘I have
kept all these; what do I still lack?’ 21Jesus said to
him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,
follow me.’ 22When the young man heard this
word, he went away grieving, for he had many
possessions.     [NRSV]

God chooses Face-time

We’re always calling God.
Where are you God?
Why don’t you pick up?
The phone rings and rings,
echoing in that heavenly chamber.
We check the number,
this has got to be right.
Finally God’s answering machine clicks in.
We hear God’s voice,
“Why are you calling me?
I’m standing right beside you.” 


