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Speaker: Carl Friesen  – Justice & the Liturgy of Human Rights
Worship leader: Karl Brown Song leader:Evan Kreider
Accompanist: Ruth Enns Usher: Erika Hannan
Child Care: Isabel Hannan (Next Week: Saraphina Unger

 - Sunday School)
 Please join us after the service in the lounge for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday     Rosie Perera’s September 2   justification for an Anabaptist peace perspective
nd

entrenched Mt. 5:9 (“Blessed are the peacemakers....”) as a spiritual touchstone. Last (Peace)
Sunday, Rosie offered five scriptural responses to five common arguments for war, drawn from
a book by Dr. Gary Staats entitled Biblical Non-resistance from a Historic Anabaptist
Perspective. The first argument offers Deuteronomic commands to Israel to war against its
neighbours until they are destroyed.  These were designed by God to combat idolatry. Our NT
instruction is to extend God’s love to all people including our enemies, so OT instructions to
Israel cannot be used by the NT church to support warfare. The second response is to
incomplete instructions in Romans 13 to covet the commands of governing authorities that
God has constituted to rule over us.  Rosie notes the longer passage conveys the context of
Paul’s instructions to the righteous believer: “Do not repay evil for evil”, “Do not avenge
yourself, leave wrath for God” and “Love your neighbour as yourself”.  Even in those Roman
times, Paul instructed believers not to bear Nero’s sword against neighbours, but instead to
stand apart. In the third response, John 2 records Christ’s cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem.
John suggests Jesus’ answer to defilement was violent.  Rosie offered context, noting the
moneychangers and the temple authorities had arranged a halachic barrier to pilgrims’
worship, which Jesus corrected. Rosie noted the text isn’t explicit, as it appears Jesus used the
scourge only on the animals. Ultimately, Rosie says we are called to leave Messianic acts (Ps
69:9) like this in God’s hands and not to perform them ourselves. Fourth, Luke 22 calls the
disciples to take swords on the road with them.  In context, Rosie noted that all Jesus’ other
instructions call the disciples to be armed for spiritual
battle, not physical. Last, the rider of Revelation 19 with a
sword in his mouth was addressed in its proper context as
merely the herald of the King of the whole world - a lamb
triumphant and matted with its own blood - not a pale
rider to subdue all people and evil in the world by force.  A
lively discussion on the proper discernment of judgment
and textual criticism followed. [AP]

PGIMF News
November 25 J. Evan Kreider Eternity Sunday (Communion)
December 2 Sing-along Messiah 1  Advent

st

December 9 Michael Thomas 2  Advent
nd

December 16 Connie Siedler Gift Guide (3  Advent)
rd

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

(   Potluck!  Don’t forget potluck

lunch next week!  Bring as you are
led, enough for everyone and a little
extra for the students who will join
us!  Guests are always welcome, so
don’t forget to invite them!

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


The Friday Group    will meet this Friday (Nov. 23) to spend time with Carl Friesen talking
about his thesis work on the subject of human rights and faith.  At First Mennonite Church's
education building, behind their church building, beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Sunday School    Diane Ehling has arranged Sunday School instruction for children. This
month, the 1  and 3  Sundays feature child-minding with Izzy Hannan, and the 2  and 4

st rd nd th

Sundays feature Sunday School instruction with Saraphina Unger. If you know of young guests
or grandchildren that would enjoy attending, please have their parents contact Diane Ehling.

Biography   In This Place: A Memoir by Henry Neufeld was published this past summer; it
details their experiences in the various places they’ve lived. See Henry for your copy. 

Large Print Hymnals    For those of you who despair for your vision when the singing begins,

we have a small number of  large print hymnals to aid eyes that require them.  Their
only drawback is they’re heavy.... 

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF all are welcome to participate fully in congregational

life.  We see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as
affirmation of our mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested
in church membership please contact one the church board members.

The Wider Church
MCC    Give a gift of Love and Compassion! The MCC Christmas Gift Catalogue is available
online at mcccanada.ca/christmas, where you'll also find a video promoting this resource.
Paper copies are also available in the literature racks in the hallway. 

Canadian Mennonite    A chill was spread over religious publications earlier this year when
the Canada Revenue Agency contacted Canadian Mennonite about their publishing activities. 
You can read an editorial by Dick Benner and an article in this issue of the CM on-line at
www.canadianmennonite.org as well as some excellent comment by Larry Cornies at
http://doonvalleyjournal.com and a link to an article in the Winnipeg Free Press. 

MC Canada Short Term ministry  Travel the world, learn, and stretch your faith! Mennonite
Church Canada has 3 to 12 month assignments that will connect you and your congregation
with the global church. Check out http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/serve/.  

2 Corinthians 5:16-20

 From now on, therefore, we regard no one
16

from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view,
we know him no longer in that way. So if

17

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from

18

God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was

19

reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. So we

20

are ambassadors for Christ, since God is
making his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

For our sake he made him to be sin who
21

knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.     [NRSV]

http://www.canadianmennonite.org
http://doonvalleyjournal.com
http://www.pacifictheatre.org


Vancouver Cantata Singers   presents their  annual blockbuster Christmas concert A
Christmas Reprise!   Saturday, December 22nd at 2:00pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646
Richards St.  Tickets $18  Definitely the sold-out Christmas concert of the season, so purchase
your tickets early. Individual tickets for this event can be purchased at Brown Bag Tickets
(www.brownpapertickets.com), the fair-trade ticket agency. 

Genesis 2:18-23

 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that
18

the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper as his partner.’ So out of the ground

19

the Lord God formed every animal of the field
and every bird of the air, and brought them
to the man to see what he would call them;
and whatever the man called each living
creature, that was its name. The man gave

20

names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air,
and to every animal of the field; but for the
man there was not found a helper as his
partner. So the Lord God caused a deep

21

sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then
he took one of his ribs and closed up its place
with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God

22

had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then

23

the man said,
‘This at last is bone of my bones
   and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 

    [NRSV]

Matthew 25:31-46

 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
31

and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. All the nations will

32

be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he

33

will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. Then the king will say to

34

those at his right hand, “Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me

35

food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me

36

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.” Then the

37

righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food,
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?

And when was it that we saw you a stranger
38

and welcomed you, or naked and gave you

clothing? And when was it that we saw you
39

sick or in prison and visited you?” And the
40

king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me.”

Then he will say to those at his left hand,
41

“You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; for I was hungry and you gave me

42

no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you

43

did not welcome me, naked and you did not
give me clothing, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.” Then they also will answer,

44

“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?” Then

45

he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as
you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.” And these will go

46

away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.’     [NRSV]

http://www.brownbagtickets.com)

