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����     Potluck lunch next week
following the service - bring
what you are led and eat with
everyone.  Students are invited,,
and guests and visitors always
welcome as there is always lots
of food.  

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

November 21, 2004
Eternity Sunday

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our Eternity Sunday liturgical
service will commemorate all those who have gone before us, led by J. Evan Kreider.  Paul Thiessen will be
leading us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Marcie Good is your usher.  Due to
a sudden cancellation, parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care in the nursery, but
Mark Northey and Cynthia Friesen will be conducting the Sunday School classes as scheduled.  Please stay with
us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   On November 14, 2004, Phil Schafran (MCC-BC) used the parable of the Good Samaritan as a
springboard for speaking about how MCC's project Faith Alive seeks to help people distressed by HIV/AIDS in
Nigeria. Following the example of the Good Samaritan, we too should learn to focus on one life at a time,
realizing that although the world's problems are overwhelming, one individual can make a world of difference
even when working on a small scale. The lawyer questioning Jesus (Luke 10:25) expected to receive a very
narrow definition of neighbor, but instead Jesus expanded it greatly, asking the lawyer to learn to see someone of
a different race or ethnicity as his neighbor. Phil told of Ezekiel (Nigeria) who discovered he had HIV/AIDS and
went off by himself to die after realizing he had infected his wife and two children, each of whom died. Instead,
he was followed by a Samaritan among Nigerians and helped back to health by caring Christians, and he now
helps others in distress. Being a neighbor is proof that God is among us. If we love, and want to love Christ, we
help the neighbor.    [JEK]

Quote of that day: “One who saves even a single life, has saved a whole world.” (Torah)

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
November 28 Vange Thiessen 1st Advent
December 5 Lorne Epp 2nd Advent
December 12 Sing-a-long Messiah 3rd Advent
December 19 Henry Hilldebrand God With Us - 4th Advent

Membership Sunday  We are considering having another Membership
Sunday on January 2nd.  If you feel led to join this church to demonstrate
your commitment to its principles and fellowship, please see any member
of the board for a conversation for possibility. 

The Menno Simons Centre needs new furniture for the TV room - is
there anyone with experience in purchasing good quality furniture who
would be willing to help Kris and Kathryn purchase a new suite of
furniture?

����Lessons and Carols for Advent. Abendmusik joins the High Mass
Choir of St. James' Anglican Church (303 E. Cordova) to sing at this event on Sunday, November 28 at 5 pm.
The offering will go to St. James' Community Services Society: Epiphany meals and winter clothing for children
at St. Elizabeth's House.
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Keeping you in touch

Every week or two, the church website receives newsletters from a variety of sources within the Mennonite
and Christian community, such as MBMS Global Bridge, MCBC’s News ‘n Notes, and MC Canada’s
Mennoletter from Jerusalem.  Generally, these items are quickly scanned for news of possible interest to the
congregation, some are printed and posted on the bulletin board in the hall (where they are rarely seen by
any) and then deleted.  This editing is less-than-desirable for communicating Christian knowledge to the
congregation.  

To eliminate these barriers to knowledge of, and relationship, with the wider Christian community, these
regularly-scheduled newsletters will be made available by e-mail to those who sign up with the
congregational coordinator.  An announcement will be made in the bulletin and by e-mail, and if you sign up,
you will be sent either the link, or the text file of the newsletter, and all succeeding issues until you send a
note to the congregational coordinator requesting that you “unsubscribe”.  At no time will your e-mail
address or personal information be posted to the internet - all forwards will be done from behind a firewall as
is already the case with church notices.

This week, we feature Matt Wall’s MBMS Global Bridge Newsletter, published every 3 weeks by MBMS
International, the global mission agency of Mennonite Brethren churches in Canada and the U.S. featuring
missions news from around the world.  This newsletter is linked at
www.mbmission.org/stories_newsletter.php and you can either add this link to your browser, or sign up for

The Wider Church
MBMSI   PRAYER FOR THE PETERS. Danny and Cindy Sue Peters are MBMS missionaries in Brazil. As you
pray for the Peters this week, pray for health and God’s anointing on Danny in his many responsibilities at PACA
(Pan American Christian Academy). Pray for Cindy as she supports Danny and cares for their 3 children.

MCC Supportive Care Services presents Calvin Dyck, Betty Suderman, Mel Bower and a string orchestra,
featuring songs from his latest recording 'One Small Child' in two upcoming concerts Friday, November 26 at
Sardis Community Church, and Saturday, November 27 at Bakerview MB Church. Both concerts begin at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $15.00 and will be available at MCC Supportive Care Services, Toews Music in Abbotsford and
Chilliwack, House of James, Kings Music and Sardis Community Church. For more information, contact
604.850.6608, www.mccscs.com or .

From the Webmaster

Here is a reminder of the recent talks that are available as MP3 audio files for download (currently listed on the
PGIMF.ORG home page too). For Peace Sunday, there are three links provided for you to explore.
 
Oct. 3 "Redeeming Laughter" by Diet Neufeld 9 MB
Oct. 17 "Christians & Muslims" by Gordon Nickel 12 MB
Oct. 24 - "Authentic Worship" by Willard Metzger 12 MB
Oct. 31 - "Martin Luther" by John Toews 15 MB

Nov. 7 - "Peace Sunday" by Veronica Dyck: No audio file
Source material online at: 

http://nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp022604.htm 
http://nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp030404.htm 
http://nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp031104.htm 
Sun. Nov. 14 - "The Good Samaritan / Generations at Risk -
HIV/AIDS in Africa" by Phil Schafran of MCC BC 14 MB
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Luke 23:42

39One of the criminals who hung there hurled
insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save
yourself and us!"
 
40But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't
you fear God," he said, "since you are under
the same sentence? 41We are punished justly,
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But

this man has done nothing wrong."
 
42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom." 

43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in paradise."

TWU - Lamblight Lectures   Miroslav Wolf (Yale Divinity School) is a Croatian who will explore the issues
surrounding Justice and Reconciliation from personal and academic perspectives.  Free admission.  December 2nd

at 7:30 pm in the Northwest Auditorium at TWU.  For more information, contact Hans Boersma (604) 513-2121
loc. 3123; e-mail  or see www.genevasociety.org.  

Regent College is looking for friendly Vancouverites to provide up to one week of free housing for incoming
students while they search for permanent housing, between December 1 and January 15. Meals are not expected
(but welcome nonetheless!). This is also a great solution for people going out of town and in need of a house-
sitter. For more information, please call Heidi at 604-221-3355, or email .   Thank
you!

Thomas Merton and Peace:  The Spiritual Roots of Protest Peace in the City Event - Sun. Nov. 28, 2004, 7:30
p.m. Canadian Memorial Church & Centre for Peace (W. 15th Ave @ Burrard St, Vancouver) A contemporary
service integrating music with Merton's essays, letters and poems from the 1960's provides a wake-up call to us
today, as well as a vision and hope for God's kingdom of shalom on earth. Featuring the renowned Peace in the
City Band under music director Neil Weisensel. Admission by donation. Info: 604-669-2546 or email

  or see www.merton.ca 
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Dear friends, 

You have no doubt heard of the murder of Margaret Hassan of Care International in Iraq in the
past few days. Margaret was a good friend and colleague of MCC workers in Iraq. Esther Epp-
Tiessen of MCC Canada and I were privileged to meet Margaret on our trip to Iraq in February
2002. Margaret's courage, selflessness, and love for the Iraqi people were profoundly impressed
upon us. Her abduction and death leave us with grieving hearts. 

Below is a brief poem by Eileen Klassen Hamm of MCC Saskatchewan. 

Lord have mercy. 

Elsie Wiebe Klingler 
Peace Education, MCC BC 

mama margaret 
sacrificed between 
rhetoric 
destruction 

capricious violence 
still offends 
stuns 
staggers 

because even now 
we believe 
in goodness 

hope 
love 

despite our 
anguished cries 
aching souls 

rest now 
in peace 
margaret 

- emkh (nov 04) 

The Iraq pages on our web site have just been updated. Please take a moment to look at the
MCC Iraq Appeal Web pages. The most recent addition is a letter signed by MCC and seven
other aid agencies asking that relief supplies be allowed into Fallujah. Please watch this
section of the Web site for the most current information about our work in Iraq. 

www.mcc.org/iraq 

Thanks 
Larry Guengerich 
Media and Education Coordinator 
Mennonite Central Committee 

 
(717) 859-1152 #282 
http://www.mcc.org 




