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Eternity Sunday

Welcome to our Sunday service at Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in
worship by Kevin Hiebert, in song by Nathaniel Froese, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry

Neufeld is your usher. Later we will hear from our own Rosie Perera whose sermon is entitled How Then Shall
We Age? Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday   On November 16, 2008, Garry Janzen (Executive Minister of MC-BC and former Pastor of the
Sherbrooke Mennonite Church) talked about how life has elements which are predictable and others which are
not. The Book of Judges is comprised of stories illustrating the predictable pattern in which Israel sins, is
punished, repents, God agrees to help and delivers them (and then the whole pattern recurs). Judges 4 continues
this pattern by telling of another specific time in which Israel is punished for yet again forsaking God. This time
the countryside is dominated by the King of Canaan whose technology produced iron for chariots, armour and
weapons--none of which was available to the agrarian Jews. Once Israel finally repented (yet again), God sent
deliverance, this time unexpectedly through two women. The first was Deborah, who had become Israel's foremost
prophet and judge. Deborah inspired Israel's disorganized male leadership to raise 10,000 men. She then
accompanied them into battle, and against all odds, the Jews were victorious. Shortly thereafter, again
unexpectedly, Jael (a nomadic woman) somehow drove a tent peg through the head of King Jabin of Hazor, one of
Israel's arch enemies. The writer of Judges portrays both women as acting decisively, promptly and heroically,
even when faced with unpredictable events in their lives and the lives of their people. What is
predictable/unpredictable in our lives and the lives of our congregations, and how do we respond to them (or
prepare ourselves to respond)? [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers
November 30 Evan Kreider 1st Advent
December 7 Janice Kreider 2nd Advent
December 14 Sing-along Messiah 3rd Advent
December 21 Songs of Christmas 4th Advent

((((Potluck!  Don’t forget potluck lunch next week!  Bring as you are led...but please make sure you bring enough

for everyone and a little extra!  Guests are always welcome - don’t forget to invite them!

OPeter & Helga have had a new e-mail address for some time - (available from webmaster) - so please update
your address lists.  Extra copies of the church list are available at the back by the mailslots.

The Wider Church

MCC    Christmas giving has never been easier or more meaningful now that you can give a gift through the MCC
Christmas Giving Catalogue. Visit mcc.org/ Christmas or call the office to receive your copy at 1 888 622 6337.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



MBMSI   Ken & Marilyn Fast are
serving at Pan American Christian
Academy in Brazil. Pray for Ken in his
role as athletic director and physical
education teacher and for Marilyn as she
tutors and coaches the varsity
cheerleaders.

MCC  November 27th, 7 pm: MCC
Third World Theatre presents "The
Price of Sugar" at the MCC Material
Resources Centre 31414 Marshall Road
in Abbotsford. Admission is free. Dress
warmly and bring a hot water bottle!
Prayer and discussion time to follow.
For more info contact Cale (604) 850
6639 or 1 888 622 6337 email
(redacted)

Opera Appassionata    The Christmas Story, as recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke will be performed
as a pageant by singers and musicians of Opera Appassionata under the direction of Frank Klassen. This is a
family event and proceeds will go to the Union Gospel Mission to feed the poor. Come to see and hear the
"Christmas Oratorio" by Heinrich Schütz at the venue of your choice: Dec. 6 at 7pm - St. Mark's Lutheran Church,
1573 East 18th Ave; Dec. 7 at 3pm - Martin Luther Church, 505 East 46th Ave; Dec. 13 at 3pm - Immanuel
Baptist Church, 109 East 40th Ave. Tickets $20, s/s $15 - Early Bird Special and Group Rates available. Call
604.321.6674 for information and reservations or see us on-line at www.operaappassionata.org.

Royal Christmas Feast at Cedar Valley Mennonite Church.   The King and Queen have summoned the good
people of your congregation to a festive Olde English Christmas feast on Dec. 6th& 7th.   The feasting,
entertainment, Christmas fellowship and jovial good times will take place at Cedar Valley Mennonite Church,
which for this occasion, has been transformed into a castle banquet hall. The Royal feast will feature roast pork
and a myriad of tasty morsels, fit for the season. The dinner theatre projection will feature traditions that are well
remembered and some traditions that are new, along with entertainment of jesters, minstrels, treats and madrigal

singers.  Seating at the Royal Castle is limited so tickets
($20/Adult $15 / 8-12yrs $5 childcare) should be secured
early by calling 604-826-2445  or e-mailing (redacted).

Pacific Theatre presents a host of Christmas events for you
and your family, beginning with Jesus, My Boy, running from
November 28-December 27. David Adams plays one of
history's forgotten characters - Joseph, stepfather to the Son of
God - in a gently comic reminiscence about parenthood,
carpentry and the coming of the Messiah in an earthy, plain-
spoken "gospel according to Joseph". Tix $11 - 34.  

Also, don’t miss the Christmas Presence, five evenings of
indelible stories, stirring songs, inspiring poetry, and outrageous comedy. In the past, these Pacific Theatre
favourites have featured a wide range of performing artists, including Carolyn Arends, Ron Reed, Allen des
Noyers, Leora Cashe, Michael Hart, Sheree Plett, Spencer Capier, and Nelson Boschman. Begin your holiday
season with some of the finest artists in the province! Christmas Presence plays on the North Shore on December
21 at Sutherland Church, and three shows at Pacific Theatre December 14, 15, and 16 (Dec. 14 and 15 sold out).
All shows at 8pm.  Tix $11-22.  Call the PT Box Office at 604.731.5518 or email (redacted).

From FUMC’s bulletin:

"Our friends Carmen & Mauricio are celebrating
Christmas for the first time in Canada and we
would like to help them. We are in need of a
used artificial Christmas tree and decorations, as
well as, a space heater to keep them warm!
Please call the church at 604-321-2131 if you
have any of these items, thank you so much."

Abendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent VespersAbendmusik Vesper Choir's Advent Vespers

You and your friends are invited to Abendmusik's annual Advent
Vespers, 60 minutes of uninterrupted choral singing, congregational
hymns, meditative responsive readings and prayers appropriate to the
season. The sixteen-voice choir is conducted by Andrea Siemens.

Abbotsford
Saturday, December 6, 2008,
8:00 pm
Emmanuel Free Reformed Church
3386 Mount Lehman Road

Vancouver
Sunday, December 7, 2008, 
8:00 pm
Knox United Church
5600 Balaclava at West 41st Ave.

Please feel free to bring friends who might appreciate this type of
music and opportunity for reflection--no applause, no sermon, no
announcements. During one hymn, an offering will be taken in support
of the Choir and The Menno Simons Centre, a residence for the 22
Christian university students attending UBC and Regent College.



Job 12:12

Is not wisdom found among the aged? 
Does not long life bring understanding?    (TNIV)

Proverbs 16:31

Gray hair is a crown of splendor; 
it is attained in the way of righteousness.     (TNIV)

Psalm 71:9,18

Do not reject me in my old age!
When my strength fails, do not abandon me!
Even when I am old and gray,
O God, do not abandon me,
until I tell the next generation about your strength,
and those coming after me about your power.  
(NET)

Isaiah 46:4

Even when you are old, I will take care of you,
even when you have gray hair, I will carry you.
I made you and I will support you;
I will carry you and rescue you.    (NET)

Leviticus 19:32 

Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for
the elderly and revere your God. I am the LORD.   
(NRSV)

Sirach 3:12-13 

My child, help your father in his old age, 
and do not grieve him as long as he lives; 
even if his mind fails, be patient with him; 
because you have all your faculties do not despise

 him.    (NRSV)

Psalm 92:12-15  
  

12 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, 
      they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; 
   13 planted in the house of the LORD, 
      they will flourish in the courts of our God. 
   14 They will still bear fruit in old age, 
     they will stay fresh and green, 
   15 proclaiming, "The LORD is upright; 
      he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in
him."     (TNIV)

Ecclesiastes 12:1-5  

1 Remember your Creator 
      in the days of your youth, 
      before the days of trouble come 
      and the years approach when you will say, 
      "I find no pleasure in them"— 
   2 before the sun and the light 
      and the moon and the stars grow dark, 
      and the clouds return after the rain; 
   3 when the keepers of the house tremble, 
      and the strong men stoop, 
       when the grinders cease because they are few, 
      and those looking through the windows grow

 dim; 
   4 when the doors to the street are closed 
      and the sound of grinding fades; 
       when people rise up at the sound of birds, 
      but all their songs grow faint; 
   5 when people are afraid of heights 
      and of dangers in the streets; 
       when the almond tree blossoms 
      and the grasshopper drags itself along 
      and desire no longer is stirred. 
      Then people go to their eternal home 
      and mourners go about the streets.     (TNIV)

John 21:18

Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever
you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take you where you do
not wish to go.    (NRSV)


