
RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time will
not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of sharing
and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch
Everyone is welcome to attend
our Potluck lunch next Sunday
after the service.  Please bring
something to share, and a little
extra for any guests who may
join us.  

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
Web site: www.pgimf.org

November 23rd, 2014
Thomas Bergen   Liturgies of the University

Worship leader: Veronica Dyck Music: Andre Pekovich
Accompanist: Cara Bergen Usher: Erika Hannan

Last Sunday   Henry Krause, pastor of Langley Mennonite Fellowship, spoke "On Being Good
Entrepreneurs for Jesus" based on Matthew 25:14-30. Are we 'reluctant capitalists' if we try to reconcile the
Sermon on the Mount with the Parable of the Talents? In What Would Jesus Deconstruct?, John D. Caputo
encourages us to break down our judgmental predispositions and take risks for the Kingdom of God.
Beyond money, God has invested the Gospel and the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us; are we being faithful
servants with those talents? [KH]  

Listen to the sermon audio MP3 recording from Sunday, November 16th, 2014 using your browser's
preferred media player at www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-16-henrykrause.mp3.

PGIMF News
November 30 Tony Tremblett Ruin, Reformation, Redemption, Restoration / Advent I
December 7 Sing-along Messiah Advent II
December 14 Rosie Perera Advent & the Book of Revelation / Advent III
December 21 Jenna Veenbaas Mary / Advent IV

Friday Group   This coming Friday (Nov. 28) Wayne Bremner, Executive Director of MCCBC will join us for
an interactive discussion about MCC.  At First Mennonite’s education building behind the church at 659
East 52 Street. at 10:00 a.m.  All are welcome.

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF you are welcome to participate
fully in congregational life.  We see membership in the church as
valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of our
mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone
interested in church membership please contact one the church
board members listed at the bottom of this page.

Wider Church

+ Abendmusik Vespers    You and your friends are invited to the
Abendmusik Choir Advent Vespers - an hour of peace and devotion for Advent.  November 29

th
 at 8:00 pm

in Abbotsford at Emmanuel Free Reformed Church (3386 Mt. Lehman Rd.) and November 30
th
 at 8:00 pm

in Vancouver at Knox United Church (5600 Balaclava St.)  Offering to Menno Simons Centre.

MDS   Remember the ways you can give to MDS – volunteer your time, give money with cash donations,
planned gifts, bequests and securities.  Call the office to learn more details at  1 (866) 261-1274 , mail to
6A-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB R3T 4J6 or donate on-line at https://mds.mennonite.net/donate/ 

Moderator—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Worship—J. Evan Kreider (604-228-1217);
 Pastoral Care–– Laura & Sven Eriksson (604-946-2345);  Recording Secretary--- Diane Ehling (604-904-1380);
Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430); At Large— Veronica Dyck (604-290-1627); Travis Martin (604-603-7843);

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
http://www.pgimf.org/audio/2014-11-16-henrykrause.mp3
https://mds.mennonite.net/donate/


Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir presents their upcoming Christmas concerts Candlelight Carols -
favourites and lesser-knowns from the best English tradition.  Several concerts are presented each
with a different high school choir, and all begin at 7:30 pm.   

•  Thursday Dec. 4 at Christ Church Cathedral (690 Burrard St., Vancouver);
•  Saturday Dec 6

th
 at White Rock Baptist Church (1657 - 140

th
 St. Surrey); 

•  Sunday Dec 7
th
 (with Winter Harp) at Massey Theatre (735-8th Ave., New Westminster)

•  Friday Dec 12
th
 at Centennial Theatre (2300 Lonsdale Ave., North Vancouver)  

•  Saturday Dec. 13
th
 at Shaughnessy Heights United Church (1550 W. 33

rd
 Ave., Vancouver) 

Tickets $27/$24 S/S (except Winter Harp $33/$28) at 604-878-1190 or www.vwmc.ca or from any choir member.

Mennomedia   invites you to check out the special Advent sale for Links and online customers. In
gratitude for your continued support, numerous books are discounted from 20-70% off only through
the webstore for a limited time. (Discounts will show up in cart.) Many are new,  recent, and popular titles!
Check them out here http://tinyurl.com/ps96h3e.

Jeremiah 17:9-10

9 The heart is deceitful above all things
    and beyond cure.
    Who can understand it?

10 “I the Lord search the heart
    and examine the mind,
  to reward each person according to his conduct,
    according to what their deeds deserve.”    [NIV]

1 John 5:19-21

18 We know that anyone born of God does not
continue to sin; the One who was born of God
keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm
them. 19 We know that we are children of God,
and that the whole world is under the control of
the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God
has come and has given us understanding, so

that we may know him who is true. And we are in
him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true Go d and eternal life.

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.
[NIV]

Proverbs 2:12-19

12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked
    men,
    from men whose words are perverse,
13 who have left the straight paths
    to walk in dark ways,
14 who delight in doing wrong
    and rejoice in the perverseness of evil,
15 whose paths are crooked
    and who are devious in their ways.

16 Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous
    woman,
    from the wayward woman with her seductive
    words,
17 who has left the partner of her youth
    and ignored the covenant she made before

 God.
18 Surely her house leads down to death
    and her paths to the spirits of the dead.

http://www.vwmc.ca
http://tinyurl.com/ps96h3e


19 None who go to her return
    or attain the paths of life.    [NIV]

Romans 12:1-2,3-18

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is
your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober
judgment, in accordance with the faith God has
distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us
has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, 5 so
in Christ we, though many, form one body, and
each member belongs to all the others. 6 We
have different gifts, according to the grace given
to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then
prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8

if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if
it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead,

do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to
what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Bejoyful in hope,
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice;
mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony
with one another. Do not be proud, but be
willing to associate with people of low position.
Do not be conceited.

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.    [NIV]

Wisdom Corner

“The goal of Christianity (and any mature religion) is for you to be able to experience
your unity with yourself, with creation, with neighbor, with enemy, and with God in this
world” – Richard Rohr 



It seems like a lot of young theologians assume that being male makes
them unbiased about gender, that being straight makes them unbiased
about sexuality, that being privileged makes them unbiased about
oppression, that being white makes them unbiased about race, that that
being relatively wealthy makes them unbiased about poverty/economic
issues, and that being highly educated makes them unbiased (and
exclusively qualified) to engage in theological discourse. Therefore,
perspectives from women, the poor, the marginalized, the less educated,
and the oppressed are discounted as “too emotional” or “too personal.”
(Or sometimes such perspectives are labeled “contextual theology,” as if
privilege is not itself a context!) 

The problem is, this is not how Jesus did theology. Jesus did theology
among the outliers—the poor, the sick, the marginalized, women,
Samaritans, fishermen—and he was rejected by the religious elite.  “I
praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,” Jesus proclaimed, “because
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed
them to little children.” 

Theology is for everyone. And if theology doesn’t make sense among the
very people Jesus centered his ministry around, then it doesn’t make
sense. If it’s not good news for the poor, it’s not good news. If it’s not
good news for the hungry, it’s not good news. If it’s not good news for the
weak, it’s not good news. If it’s not good news for the oppressed, the
forgotten, the hurting, the lonely, the people who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, the spiritually and physically sick, then it’s not good news.
The gospel isn’t the gospel when it belongs to the powerful to dispense,
explain, and exclude as they see fit. There is certainly an important place
for theological training and for recognizing those uniquely called to
scholarship, teaching, and ministry. But they aren’t the only ones qualified
to talk about faith. My theology is only as rich as the diversity of people
who have contributed to it, and it is a poor theology indeed that considers
only the perspectives of those who look, think, and live just like me. 

Rachel Held Evans
Author of A Year of Biblical Womanhood


