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November 25 , 2012
th

Speaker:   J. Evan Kreider  – Christ the King
Worship leader: Diane Ehling Song leader:Veronica Dyck
Accompanist: Rosemary Bell Usher: Peter Neudorf
Child Care: Saraphina Unger (Next Week: Isabel Hannan - Child-minding)

Com m union w il l  be served - al l  w ho count Christ Lord are w elcom e to share

Join us after the service in the dining room for potluck lunch - guests especially welcome! 

Last Sunday    On November 12th, Carl Friesen (graduate student at Regent College) spoke on
"Justice and the Liturgy of Human Rights".  In an earlier talk, Carl showed that humans are primarily
loving, relational beings and not simply coldly rational creatures.  However, over the past three or
more centuries, certain philosophers' arguments have profoundly shaped societal thinking in ways
which have led even today's Christians to think unquestioningly about the supremacy of human
rights, rights which concern the individual rather than that which is best for a relational (let alone
loving) community.  Hobbes, for example, argued that science/mechanics/math can explain
everything rationally, that people are fundamentally individuals (not social beings) concerned with
self preservation.  Thinking like this leads to the assumptions of the "unalienable rights" of life,
liberty and pursuit of happiness" embedded by Thomas Jefferson so prominently in the US
constitution.  John Stuart Mill emphasized that individual freedom is the greatest good, and this
assumption is too often unquestioned by today's media, courts and societal thinking.  This leads
our society into a fragmented view of justice in which we focus more on an individual's goods and
rights than on all of us fostering love and helpful societal relationships.  If pushed too far, individual
rights will not provide a foundation for the common good.  For example, forests, lakes and
meadows were formerly preserved as a cooperative endeavour for the common good, but now we
are subdividing them into tiny parcels purchased by individuals who have the 'right' to do with their
resources as they wish, even if it will lead to harming society as a whole.  Believing in absolute
rights also leads to the type of polarization, and the lack of compromise now so prevalent in US
politics.  What to do?  Carl suggested that Christians
can begin to change society through hospitality,
"inordinate" hospitality, a selfless serving of others, a
loving of the unloveable.  We still have rights (and do
not want our hospitality to be exploited), but if we
practice the level of hospitality outlined in Matthew
25, rather than individual rights first and foremost, we
can become more Christ-like.  [JEK] 

PGIMF News
December 2 Sing-along Messiah 1  Advent

st

December 9 Michael Thomas 2  Advent
nd

December 16 Connie Siedler Gift Guide (3  Advent)
rd

December 23 Service of hymns and readings - The Christmas Story

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Biography

In This Place: A Memoir by Henry Neufeld
was published this past summer; it details

their experiences in the various places
they’ve lived. See Henry for your copy. 

Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care–– Erika Hannan (604-325-5065);  Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

http://www.pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org
mailto:info@pgimf.org


Sunday School    Sunday School instruction has returned
to PGIMF. This month, the 1  and 3  Sundays feature

st rd

child-minding with Izzy Hannan, and the 2  and 4
nd th

Sundays feature Sunday School instruction with Saraphina
Unger. If you know of young guests or grandchildren that
would enjoy attending, please contact Diane Ehling.

Large Print Hymnals    Those who despair for their vision when singing begins have a solution in a
small number of  large print hymnals to aid eyes that require them.  Please ask the usher for one
when you come into the service. 

O  Membership in PGIMF    At PGIMF all are welcome to participate fully in congregational life. 

We see membership in the church as valued and desirable; we receive it gratefully as affirmation of
our mutual desire to serve God and walk with one another.  Anyone interested in church
membership please contact one the church board members.

Abendmusik    The Abendmusik Vespers Choir opens its 22  season with the Advent Vespers, an
nd

opportunity to worship and memditate with sacred music and prayers conducted by Michael
Murray.  Feel free to bring friends who might appreciate this type of music and this opportunity for
reflection — no applause, no sermon, no announcements.  Admission by donation, with offerings
going to the Menno Simons Centre.  Saturday, Dec. 8, 2012, 8:00 pm, Emmanuel Free Reformed
Church, 3386 Mount Lehman Road, Abbotsford and Sunday, Dec. 9, 2012, 8:00 pm, Knox United
Church, 5600 Balaclava at West 41st, Vancouver

Carol singing    Feel free to join the West Point Grey neighborhood churches in a joint Advent
carol sing on Dec 8 at 7pm. Meet at WPG Presbyterian (12th & Trimble), and there will be cookies
and hot chocolate at that church after caroling. Please let Rosie know if you will attend so carol
song-sheets and volunteers to bring cookies can be arranged. 

Partings    Ike Sawatsky and Hilda Unger regret to report that they  are moving out of West Van
and further away from PGIMF despite their many enjoyable years here.   After a year-long search,
they have settled for The Astoria, an assisted living facility in Port Coquitlam and will be moving at
the end of November.  As children are closed by, and they will not have to rely on Ike’s culinary
skills, they will be well looked after.  You will be able to reach them at (address available from
webmaster). They can be contacted initially at 604 944 2341 (switchboard). They leave us with their
prayers and best wishes, and ours will go out to them. 

The Wider Church
MCC   MCC is responding to Haitian victims of Hurricane Sandy. MCC is distributing relief kits,
canned meat, and blankets. To support this relief effort, send your cheque made out to MCC BC and
marked for "Haiti Emergency Assistance" to Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Road, Abbotsford BC V2T
3T8. You can also make a donation with your credit card when you call toll free 1 888 622 6337 or
online at donate.mcc.org. Learn more at http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/ 

Vancouver Cantata Singers   presents A Christmas Reprise!   Saturday, December 22nd at 2:00pm
at Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards St.  Tickets $18  Definitely the sold-out Christmas concert of
the season, so purchase your tickets early. Individual tickets for this event can be purchased at
Brown Bag Tickets (www.brownpapertickets.com), the fair-trade ticket agency. 

Free: picture frames, 8 1/2 x 14 inches,

aluminum, with glass.  These were

originally used to display Abendmusik

posters on the walls of the Centre.  See

Janice while they last...

In Memoriam

Friend of PGIMF Peter Defer of Winnipeg passed away this week of heart failure.  You will

remember Irene and Peter attending our services while in Vancouver visiting his son and family

The funeral service will take place this Monday at First Mennonite Church in Winnipeg.  We

remember the family’s tragedy with sorrow and pray for peace and understanding. 

http://mcccanada.ca/stories/news/
http://www.brownbagtickets.com)


Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

 As I watched,
9

thrones were set in place,
   and an Ancient One took his throne;
his clothing was white as snow,
   and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
   and its wheels were burning fire.

 A stream of fire issued
10

   and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousand served him,
   and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
attending him.
The court sat in judgement,
   and the books were opened.

I watched then because of the noise of the
11

arrogant words that the horn was speaking.
And as I watched, the beast was put to death,

and its body destroyed and given over to be
burned with fire. As for the rest of the

12

beasts, their dominion was taken away, but
their lives were prolonged for a season and a
time. As I watched in the night visions,

13

I saw one like a human being
   coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One
   and was presented before him.

 To him was given dominion
14

   and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
   should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
   that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
   that shall never be destroyed.    [NRSV]

Psalm 93

 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty;
1

   the Lord is robed, he is girded with
strength.
He has established the world; it shall never be
moved;
   your throne is established from of old;

2

   you are from everlasting.

 The floods have lifted up, O Lord,
3

   the floods have lifted up their voice;

   the floods lift up their roaring.
 More majestic than the thunders of mighty

4

waters,
   more majestic than the waves of the sea,
   majestic on high is the Lord!

 Your decrees are very sure;
5

   holiness befits your house,
   O Lord, for evermore.     [NRSV]



Revelation 1:4b-8

Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, and

5

from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our
sins by his blood, and made us to be a

6

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father,
to him be glory and dominion for ever and

ever. Amen.
 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

7

   every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
   and on his account all the tribes of the earth
will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the
8

Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.    [NRSV] 

John 18:33-37

 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again,
33

summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you the
King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you

34

ask this on your own, or did others tell you
about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew,

35

am I? Your own nation and the chief priests
have handed you over to me. What have you
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not

36

from this world. If my kingdom were from this

world, my followers would be fighting to keep
me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate

37

asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus
answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I
was born, and for this I came into the world,
to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs
to the truth listens to my voice.’    [NRSV]

Refrain

I’ll love you for all time. 
I’ll be with you always. 

You’ll be my people, and I’ll be your God.


